


Library

of the

TT_- _









-- ^- --_.^_-.B_^,.



of the D E VI L. 85

Here expanding thofe Wings which Fear, and

Horror at their Defeat furnifh d them, as I hint

ed before, they hurried away to the utmoft Di-

llance poflible, from the Face of GOD their Con

queror, and then moll dreaded Enemy &amp;gt; formerly
their Joy and Glory.
Be this utmoft remov d Diftance where it will^

Here, certainly, Satan and all his Gang of Devils^
his numberlefs, tho routed Armies retired. Here
Milton might, with fome good Ground, have

form d his Pandemonium^ and have brought them

in, confultihg what was next to be done, and

whether there was any room left to renew the

War, or to carry on the Rebellion ^ but had they
been caft immediately into Hell, clofcdup there, the

Bottomlefs-pit lock d upon them, and the Key
carried up to Heaven to be kept there, as Mr.
Milton himfclf in part confefles, and the Scripture
affirms ; I fay, had this been fo, the Devil him-
felf could not have been fo ignorant as to think of

any future Steps to be taken, to retrieve his Affairs,
and therefore a Pandemonium or Divan in Hell, to

confult of it, was ridiculous.

All Mr. Milton s Scheme of Satan s future Con
duct, and all the Scripture Expreffions about the

Devil and his numerous Attendants, and of his

actings fince that time, make it not reafonable to

fuggeft that the Devils were confin d to their eter

nal Prifon, at their Expulfion out of Heaven j

But that they were in a State of Liberty to act,
tho limited in afting, of which I fhall alfo fpeak
in its place.

G 5 CHAP.
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CHAP. VII.

Of the Number of Satan s Hoft $ how they
came firfl to know of the new created

Worlds , now in being, and their Meafures
with Mankind upon the

&amp;lt;

T&amp;gt;ifco

i

very.

SEVERAL
things have been fuggefted to fetus

a calculating the number of this frightful

throng of Devil* 9
who with Satan, the Mafler-

Devil, was thus call out of Heaven , I cannot

fay, I am fo much Mailer of Political Arithme-

tick fls to call up the Number of the Beaft, no,
nor the Number of the Beads or Devils, who
inake up this Throng. St. Francis, they tell u,
or fome other Saint, they do not fay who, ask d
the Devil once, how llrong he was ? for St.

Francis, you muft know, was very familiar with
him

&amp;gt;

fhe Devil, it feems, did not tell him, but

prefently railed a great Cloud of Dull, by the help,
I fuppofe, of a Gull of Wind, and bid that Saint

count itj He was, 1 fuppofe, a Calculator, that

would be call d grave, who dividing Satan s

Troops into three Lines, caft up the Number of
the Devils of all forts in each Battalia, at ten

hundred times a hundred thoufand millions of the

dl: Line, fifty millions of times as many in the

fecorid Line, and three hundred thoufand times as

manv as both in the third Line.

The Impertinence of this account would hard

ly have given it a place here, only to hint that it

has always been the Opinion, that Satan s Name
nray well be call d a Noun of Multitude, and

;lup t*J2 Devil and hjs sfngch are certainly no in-

i confide-
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considerable Number : It was a fm art Repartee that

a Venetian Nobleman made to a Pried who rallied

him upon his refuting to give fomething to the

Church, which the Pried demanded for the

delivering him from Purgatory 5 when the Pried

asking him, if he knew what an innumerable Num
ber of Devils there were to take him ? he anfwer d,

yes, he knew how many Devils there were in all: How
many ? {ays the Pried, his curiofity, I fuppofc,

being rais d by the novelty of the anfwcr. fPbj
ten millions five hundred and eleven thoufand^ fix

hundred and feventy five Devils and a half, fays

the Nobleman : A half /fays thePricft,^nry what
kind of a Devil is tbat? yourfelf̂ fays the Noble

man, for you are half a Devil already (and will be

a whole one when you come there) for you are for

deluding all you deal with^ and bringing us Soul

and Body into your Hands^
that you may be paid

for letting us go again. So much for their Num
ber.

Here alfo it would come in very aptly, to con-

fider the date of that long interval between the

Time of their Expulfion from Heaven^ and the

Creation of the World ; and what the Poihirc

of the Devil s Affairs might be, during that Time.
The horror of their Condition can only be con-

ceiv d of at a Didance, and efpccially by us, who
being embodied Creatures, cannot fully judge of
what is, or is not a Punifhment to Seraphs and

Spirits-, But tis jud to fuppofe they fuffer d all

that Spirits of a Seraphic Nature were capable to

fuftain, confident with their Exiftencej notwith-

ftanding which they retained dill the HeUiflmefs
of their rebellious Principles 5 namely, their Ha
tred and Rage againd God, and their Envy at

the Felicity of his Creatures.

As to how long their time might be, I fhall

leave that Search
&amp;gt;

no lights being given me that

G 4 arc
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are cither probable or rational, and we have fo

little room to make a Judgment of it, that we

may as well believe Father M , who fuppofes
it to be a hundred thoufand Years, as thofe who

judge it one thoufand Years ; tis enough that we
are fure, it was before the Creation, how long be

fore is not material to the Devil s Hiftory^ unlcfs

we had fome Records of what happened
to him,

or was done by him in the Interval.

During the wand ring Condition the Devil was
in at that Time, we mayfuppofe, he and his whole
Clan to be employed in exerting their Hatred and

Rage at the Almighty, and at the Happinefs of
the remaining faithful Angels, by all the ways
they had power to iliew it.

From this determin d Hated Enmity of Satan
and his Hofl again ft GW, and at every thing that

brought Glory to his Name, Mr. Milton brings
in Satan, (whenfirii hefaw Adam vti Paradife^ and
the Felicity of his Station there) fwelling with

Rage and Envy, and taking up a dreadful Refo-
lution to ruin Mam and all his Pofterity, meer-

ly to difappoint his Maker of the Glory of his

Creation 5 I lhall come to fpeak of that in its

Place.

How Satan, in his remote Situation, got In

telligence of the Place whereto find Adam out,
or that any fuch thing as a Man was created, is

Matter of juft Speculation, and there might be

many rational Schemes laid for it: Mr. Milton

does not undertake to tell us the Particulars, nor

indeed could he find room for it ; perhaps,
the Devil having, as I have fiud, a Liberty to

range over the whole Void or Abyfs, which we
want as well a Name. for, as indeed Powers to

conceive of; might have difcovered that the Al-

mjghty Creator had form d a new and glorious

Work, with infinite Beauty and Variety, filling

i up
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up the immenfe Waft of Space, in which he,

(the Devil) and his Angels^ had rov d for fo long
a time, without finding any thing to work on,
or to exert their Apoftate Rage in againft their

Maker.
That at length they found the infinite untrod

den Space, on a Hidden fpread full with glori
ous Bodies, fhining in felf-exifting Beauty, with
a new, and to them unknown Luftre, cali d

Light : They found thefe luminous Bodies, tho

immenfe in Bulk, and infinite in Number, yet
fixt in their wondrous Stations, regular and exact

in their Motions, confin d in their proper Orbits,

tending to their particular Centers, and enjoying
every one their peculiar Syftems, within which
was contained innumerable Planets with their

Satellites or Moons, in which (again) a reciprocal

Influence, Motion and Revolution confpired to

Form the mod admirable Uniformity of the

whole.

Surprized, to be fure, with this fudden and

yet glorious Work of the Almighty &amp;gt;

for the Cre
ation was enough, with its Luftre, even to fur-

prize the Devils
-, they might reafonably be fup-

pofed to ftart out of their dark Retreat, and with
a Curiofity not below the Seraphic Dignity 5 for

thefe are fome of the things which the jfngels de-

fire to look into, to take a flight thro all the ama

zing Syflcms of the fix d Suns or Stars, which
we fee now but at a Diflance, and only make
Ailronomical Guefles at.

Here the Devil found not fubject of Wonder
only, but matter to fwell his revolted Spirit
with more Rage, and to revive the Malignity ofhis
Mind againft his Maker, and efpecially againft
this new encreafe of Glory, which to his infinite

Regret was extended over the whole Waft, and

which he look d upon, as we fay in human Af
fairs,
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fairs, as a Pays conquis^ or, if you will have it

in the Language of the Devil, as an invafion up
on his Kingdom.

Here it naturally occur d to them, in their

State of Envy and Rebellion, that tho they could

not aflault the impregnable Walls of Heaven^
and could no more pretend to raife War in the

Place of BlefFednefs and Peace
&amp;gt; yet that per

haps they might find Room in this new, and

however glorious, yet inferior Kingdom or Cre

ation, to work fome defpite to their great Crea

tor, or to affront his Majefty in the Pcrfon of
fome of his new made Creatures * and upon this

they may be jufHy fuppofed to double their Vi

gilance, in the furvey they refolve to take of theie

new Worlds, however ercat, numbeiiefs and won
derful.

What Difcoverics they may have made in the
other and greater Worlds, than this Earth, we
have not yet had an account 5 poffibly they are
converfant with other Parts or God s Creation,
bcfidcs this little little Globe, which is but as

a Point in comparifon of the Rell j and with
other of God s Creatures befides Man, who may,
according to the Opinion of our Philofophers, in

habit thofe Worlds ; but as no body knows that
Part but the Devil^ we {hall not trouble our felves

with the Enquiry.
Rut tis very rcafonable, and indeed probable,

that the Devils were more than ordinarily fur-

priz d at the Nature and Reafon of all this glo
rious Creation, after they had, with the utmoft

Curiofity, view d all the parts of it 5 The Glories
of the feveral Syftems; the immenfe fpaces iu
which thofe glorious Bodies that were created and
made part of it, were allow d refpe&ively to move

&amp;gt;

the innumerable fix d Stars, as fo many Suns in
: Center of fo many diftant Solar Syflems-, the

(likewife
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(likewife innumerable) dark opaque Bodies recei

ving light, and depending upon thofc Suns re-

fpetively for fuch light, and then reflecting that

light again upon and tor the Ufe of one another ;

To fee the Beauty and Splendor of their Forms,
the Regularity of their Pofition, the Order and

Exactnefs, and yet inconcievable Velocity of their

Motions, the certainty of their Revolutions, and
the Variety and Virtue of their Influences

&amp;gt;

and

then, which was even to the Devils themfelves

moil aflonifhing, That after all the red of their

Obfervations they fhould find this whole immenfe
Work was adapted for, and made fubfervient to

the Ufe, Delight and Blefling only of one poor

Species, in iticlf fmall, and in Appearance con

temptible -,
the meaner! of all the Kinds fuppo-

fcd to inhabit fomany glorious Worlds, as appear
ed now to be form d

-&amp;gt;

I mean, that Moon call d the

Earth, and the Creature call d Man 5 that all was
made for him, upheld by the wife Creator, on his

account only, and would necefTarily end an4
ceaie whenever that Species {hould end and be
dctermin d.

That this Creature was to be found no where
but (as above) in one little individual Moon-,*. Spot
leis than almofh any ofthe Moons, which were in

fuch great Numbers to be found attendant upon,
and prefcrib d with in every Syftem of the whole
created Heavens 5 This was aftontfhing even to

the Devil himfelf, nay the whole Clan of Devils

could fcarce entertain any juft Ideas of the thing j

Till at laft Satan^ indefatigable in his Search or En

quiry into the Nature and Reafon of this new
Work, and particularly fearching into the Spe
cies of Man, whom he found God had thus

plac d in the little Globe, call d Earth; he foon
came to an Eclairiciffement^ or a clear Underftand-

ing of the whole. For Example^
Firft,
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He found this Creature, call d Man,

was however mean and fmall in his Appea
rance, a kind of a Seraphic Species j that he

was made in the very Image of God, endow
ed with reafonable Faculties to know Good
and Evil, and poiTefs d of a certain thing till

then unknown and unheard of even in Hell it

felf ; that is, in the Habitation of Devils, let

that be where it would, (viz.)
. That GOD had made him indeed of the low-
eft and coarfeft Materials, but that he had

breath d into him the Breath of Life, and
that he became a living thing call d SOUL,
being a kind of an extraordinary heavenly
and divine Emanation 3 and confequently
that Man, however mean and Terre final

his Body might be, was yet, Heaven-born,
in his fpirituous Part compleatly Seraphic j

and after a Space of Life here, (determined
to be a ftate of probation) he fhould be tranf-

latcd thro the Regions of Death into a Life

purely and truly Heavenly, and which fhould
remain fo for ever 5 being capable of knowing
and enjoying God his Maker, and (landing
in his Pretence, as the glorified Angels do.

. That he had the moll fublime Faculties infu-

fed into him 5 was capable not only of know
ing and contemplating God, and which was
ilill more, of enjoying him, as above , but

(which the Devil now was not) capable of

honouring and glorifying his Maker
&amp;gt;

who
nlfo had condeicended to accept of Ho
nour from him.

. And which was flill more, that being of an

Angelic Nature, tho mix d with, and con-
fin d for the prefent in a Cafe of mortal
Flefli j he was intended to be removed from

this
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this Earth after a certain time of Life here,
to inhabit that Heaven, and enjoy that very

Glory and Felicity, from which Satan and his

Angels had been expell d.

When he found all this, it prefently occur d
to him, that God had done it all as an aft of

Triumph over him (Satan,) and that thefe Crea

tures were only created to people Heaven, depo
pulated or ftript of its inhabitants by his Expul-
fion, and that thefe were all to be made Angels in

the Devil s ftead.

If this thought encreas d his Fury and Envy,
as far jas Rage of Devils can be capable of being
made greater &amp;gt;

it doubtlefs fet him on work to

give a Vent to that Rage and Envy, by fearching
into the Nature and Conftitution of this Crea

ture, calPd Man
&amp;gt;

and to find out whether he

was invulnerable, and could by no means be hurt

by the Power of Hell, or deluded by his Sub-

tilty 3 or whether he might be
begun&quot;

d and delu

ded, and fo, inftead of being prelerv d in Holi-

nefs and Purity, wherein he was certainly crea

ted, be brought to fall and rebell as he (Satan)
had done before him

&amp;gt; by which, inftead of be

ing tranfplanted into a glorious State, after this

Life in Heaven, as his Maker had defign d him
to be, to fill up the Angelic Choir, and fup-

ply the Place from whence he (Satan) had fallen,

he might be made to fall alfo like him, and in a

Word, be made a Devil like himfelf.

This convinces us that the Devil has not loft

his natural Powers by his Fall; and our learned

Commentator Mr. Pool is of the fame Opinion j

tho he grants that the Devil has loft his moral

Power, or his Power of doing Good, which he

can never recover. Tide Mr. Pool upon Afts

xix. 17. where we may particularly obferve^

when
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when the Man poflefs d with an evil Spirit
flew upon the feven Sons of Swua the Jew^
who would have Exorcis d them in the Name
of Jeftts, without the Authority of Jefus9

or

without Faith in him
&amp;gt;

He flew on them and maf-

ter d them, fo that they fled out of the Houfe
from the Devil conquered, naked and wounded :

But of this Power of the Devil I fhall fpeak bv
it felf.

In a Word, and to fum up all the Devil s
Story

from his firft Expulfion, it Hands thus : For fa

many Years as were between his Fall and the Cre
ation of Man, tho we have no Memoirs of his par
ticular Affairs, we have Reafon to believe he was
without any Manner of Employment j but a cer

tain tormenting Endeavour to be always expref-

fing his Rage and Enmity again ft Heaven 3 1 call

it tormenting, Becaufe ever difappointed $ every
thought about it proving empty j every attempt
towards it abortive j Leaving him only Light
enough to lee ftill more and more Reafon to de-

fpair of Succefs j and that this made his Condi
tion ftill more and more a Hell than it was be
fore.

After a Space of Duration in this Mifery, which
we have no light given us to meafure or judge
of, He at length difcover d the new Creation of

Man, as above, upon which he foon found Mat
ter to fet himielf to work upon, and has been

bufily em ploy d ever fincc.

And now indeed there may be room to fug-
geft a Local /&//, and the Confinement of Souls

(made corrupt and degenerate by him) to it, as a
Place

&amp;gt;

tho he himfelf, as is ftill apparent by his

Aftings, is not yet confin d to it
-,
of this Hell,

its Locality, Extent, Dimenfions, Continuance
and Nature, as it docs not belong to Satan s

Hiftory, I have a good excufe for faying nothing,
and
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and.fo put off my meddling with that, which if

I would meddle with, I could fay nothing of to

the Purpofe.

CHAP. VIII.

Of the &quot;Power of the Devil at the Time of
the Creation of this World ; whether it

has not been farther ftraitn d and limited

Jince that Time, and what Shifts andStra

tagems he is obliged to make ufe ofto com-

pafs his ^Dejigns ufon Mankind.

CUnning
Men have fabled, and tho it be

without either Religion, Authority or phy-
fical Foundation, it may be we may like it ne er

the worfefor that} that when God made the Stars

and all the Heavenly Luminaries, the Devil, to

mimick his Maker and infult his new Creation,
made Comets, in Imitation ofthe fix d Stars ; but

that the Compofition of them being combufti-

ble, when they came to wander in the Abyfs, rol

ling by an irregular ill-grounded Motion, they
took Fire, in their Approach tofome of thofe great
Bodies of Flame, the fix d Stars

&amp;gt;

and being thus

kindled (like a Fire-work unskilfully let off) they
then took wild and excentrick, as alfo different

Motions of their own, out of Satan s Dire&ion,
and beyond his Power to regulate ever after.

Let this Thought itand by it felf
5
it matters not

to our purpofe whether we believe any thing of

it, or no 5 tis enough to our Cafe, that if Satan

had any fuch Power then, he has no fuch Power

now, and that leads me to enquire into his more
recent Limitations,

I am
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I am to fuppofe, he and all his Accomplices

being confounded at the Difcovery of the new

Creation, and racking their Wits to find out the

meaning of it, had at lafl (no matter how) difco^

ver d the whole Syftem, and concluded, as I have

faid, that the Creature, caWd Man, was to be

their SuccefTor in the Heavenly Manfions j upon
which I fuggeft that the firft Motion ofHell was

to deftroy this new Work, and, if poffible, to

overwhelm it.

But when they came to make the Attempt, they
found their Chains were not long enough, and that

they could not reach to the Extremes ofthe Syftem :

They had no Power either to break the Order, or

ftop the Motion, diflocate the Parts, or confound
the Situation of Things 5 they traverfed, no doubt,
the whole Work, vifited every Star, landed upon
every Solid, and fail d upon every Fluid in the whole

Scheme, to fee what Mifchief they could do.

Upon a long and full Survey, they came to this

Point in their Enquiry, that in fhort they could

do nothing by Force 3 that they could not dif-

place any Part, annihilate any Atom, or deftroy

any Life in the whole Creation ; but that as Om
nipotence had created it, fo the fame Omnipotence
had arm d it at all Points againft the utmoft Power
of Hell, had made the fmalleft Creature in it invul

nerable, as to Satan ; fo that without the Permiffion

of the fame Power which had made Heaven, and

conquered the Devil, he could do nothing at all, as

to deftroying any thing that God had made, no,
not the little diminutive thing call d Man, who
Satan faw fo much reafon to hate, as being created

to fucceed him in Happinefs in Heaven.
Satan found him placed out of his Power to hurt,

or out of his Reach to touch 5 and here, by the

way, appears the fecond Conqueft of Heaven over
the Devil; that having pluc d his Rival, as ic

were
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were, juft before his Face, and fhew d the hate

ful %ht to him, he faw written upon his Image,
Touch him if you dare.

*It cannot be doubted, bur, had it not been thus,
Man is fo fir from being a Match for the J)evil9
that one ofSatan s leaft Imps or Angels could deftroy
all the Race of them in the World, ay World
and all in a moment j

As he is Prince of the Power of the Air, taking
the Air for the Elementary World ,

how eafily could

he, atoneBlaft, fweep all the Surface of the Earth
into the Sea, or drive weighty immenfe Surges of
the Ocean over the whole Plane of the Earth, and

deluge the Globe at once with a Storm ? Or how
eafily could he, who, by the Situation of the Em
pire, mull be fuppofed able to manage the Clouds,
draw them up, in fuch Pofition as fhould natu

rally produce Thunders and Lightnings, caufethofe

Lightnings to blaft the Earth, dafli in Pieces all the

Buildings, burn all the populous Towns and Ci

ties, and lay wait the World 5

At the fame time he might command fuited

Quantities of fublimated Air to burft out of the

Bowels of the Earth, and overwhelm and fwailow

up, in the opening Chafms, all the Inhabitants %L
of the Globe?

In a Word, Satan left to himfelf as a Devil,
and to the Power, which by virtue of his Sera

phic Original he mult be veiled with, was able to

have made Devilifli Work in the World, if by a

fuperior Power he was not reftrain d.

But there is no doubt, at haft to we, but that

with his fall from Heaven, as he loft the Recti
tude and Glory of his Angelic Nature, 1 mean
his Innocence, fo he loft the Power too that he
had before -

y and that when he fir ft commenced
Devil, he received the Chains of Reftraint too,
as the Badge of his Apoftacy, viz. a general Pro-

H hibition,
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hibition, to do any thing to the Prejudice of

this Creation, or to aft any thing by Force or

Violence without fpecial Permiffion.

This Prohibition was not fent him by a Mef-

fenger, or by an Order in Writing, or proclaimed
from Heaven by a Law ; but Satan^ by a ftrange,
invifible and unaccountable Imprefiion felt the

Reftraint within him ; and at the fame time that

his moral Capacity was not taken away, yet his

Power of exerting that Capacity felt the Rc-

ftraint, and left him unable to do, even what he

was able to do at the fame time.

I make no queftion, but the Devil is fenfiblc of

this Reilraintj that is to fay, not as it is a reftraint

only, or as an effeft of his Expulfion from Hea
ven ; But as it prevents his Capital Defign againft

Man, who, for the Reafon I have given already,
he entertains a mortal Hatred of, and would de-

ftroy with all his Heart, if he might ; and therefore,
like a chain d MaflifF, we find him oftentimes

making a horrid hellifli Clamour and Noife, bark

ing and howling, and frighting the People, letting
them know, that if he was loofe he would tear them
in pieces ; but at the fame time his very Fury {hakes

his Chain, which lets them know, to their Satis

faction, he can only Bark, but cannot Bite.

Some are of Opinion that the Devil is not re-

ftrain d fo much by the fuperior Power of his So

vereign and Maker; but that all his milder Mea-
fures with Man are the effeft of a political Scheme,
and done upon mature Deliberation ; that it was
refolved to aft thus, in the great Council or P 1

of Devils, call d upon this very Occafion, when
they firft were informed of the Creation of Man;
and

efpecially when they confidered what kind
of Creature he was, and what might probably
be the Reafon of making him, (viz.) to fill up
the Vacancies in Heavens I fay, that then the

4 Devils
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Devils refolv d, that it was not for their Inte-

reft to fall upon him with Fury and Rage, and

fo deftroy the Species, for that this would be no
Benefit at all to them, and would only caufe ano

ther original Man to be created 5 for that they
knew GOD could, by the fame Omnipotence,
form as many new Species of Creatures as he

pleafed 5 and, if he thought fit, create them in

Heaven too, out of the Reach of Devils or evil

Spirits, and that therefore, to deftroy Man would
no way anfwer their End.

On the other hand, examining ftrictly the

Mould of this new made Creature, and of what
Materials he was form d

&amp;gt;

how mixt up of a Nature
convertible and pervertible, capable indeed of
infinite Excellence, and confequently of eternal

Felicity &amp;gt;

but fubjecl: likewife to Corruption and

Degeneracy, and confequently to eternal Miferyj
That inftead of being fit to fupply the Places of
Satan and hisrejefted Tribe (the expelPd Angels)
in Heaven, and filling up the Thrones or Stalls in

the Geleftial Choir, they might, if they could but
be brought into Crime, become a Race of Re
bels and Traytors like the reft

&amp;gt;

and fo come at laft

to keep them Company, as well in the Place of
eternal Mifery, as in the Merit of it, and in a

Word, become Devils inftead of Angels.

Upon this Difcovery, I fay, they found it infi

nitely more for the Intereft of Satan s infernal

Kingdom, to go another way to work with Man
kind, and fee if it were poffiWe, by the ftrength
of all their infernal Wit and Counfels, to lay
fome Snare for him, and by fome Stratagem to

bring him to eternal Ruin and Milery.
This being then approved as their only Method,

(and the D*w7ihew d he was no Fool in the Choice)
he next refolv d that there was no time to be loft -

9

that it was to be fet about immediately3 before the

H 4 Race
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Race was Multiplied, and by that means the

Work be not made greater only, but perhaps the

more difficult too ; accordingly the diligent Devil

went inftantly about it, agreeably to all the Story
of Eve and the ferpent, as before

&amp;gt;

the belief of

which, whether historically or allegorically, is not

at all obftru&ed by this Hypothecs.
I do not affirm that this was the Cafe at n*rn%

becaufe being not prefent in that black Di-van^
at lead not that I know of, for who knows where

be was or was not in his pre-exiftent State ? I can

not be pofitive in the Refolve that pail there j

but except for fome very little Contradiction,
which we find in the facred Writings, I fhouLd,
I confefs, incline to believe it Hiftorically j and I

fhall fpeak of thofe things which I call Contra

dictions to it more largely hereafter.
&amp;gt;

In the mean time, be it one way or other, that

is to
fay&amp;gt;

either that Satan had no Power to have

proceeded with Man by Violence, and to have de-

uroy d him as foon as he was made
&amp;gt;

or that he
had the Power, but chofe rather to proceed by
other Methods to deceive and debauch himj /
fay^ be it which you pleafe, I am ilill of the Opi
nion that it really was not the Devil s Bufinefs

to deftroy the Species 5 that it would have been

nothing to the purpofe, and no Advantage at all

to him, if he had done it j for that, as above,
GOD could immediately have created another Spe
cies to the fame end, whom he either could have
made invulnerable, and not fubject to the Devil s

Power, or remov d him out of Satan s Reach,
plac d him out of the Devil s Ken, in Heaven or
fome other Place, where the Devil could not
come to hurt him ; and that therefore it is infi

nitely more his Advantage, and more fuited to
his real Defign of defeating the End ofMan s Cre

ation, to debauch hint and make a Devil of him,
that
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that he may be rejefted like himfelf, and increafe

the infernal Kingdom and Company in the Lake
of Mifery In sternum.

It may be true, for ought I know, that Satan
,-has not the Power of Definition put into his

Hand, and that he cannot take away the Life of a
Man : and it feems probable to be fo, from the

Story ofSatan and Job^ when Satan appeared among
the Sons of GOD, as the Text fays, Job i. 6. Now
when God gave fuch a Character of Job to him,
and ask d him if he bad confider d bis Servant

Job, f. 8. why did not the Devil ,go immedi

ately and exert his Malice againft the good
Man at once, to let his Maker fee what would
become of his Servant Job in his Diftrefs? On the

contrary, we fee he only anfwers by ihewing the
Reafon of Job s good Behaviour j that it was but
common Gratitude for the Bleffing and Prote&ion
he enjoy d, f 10. and pleading that if his Eftate
was taken away, and he was exposed as he (Satan)
was, to be a beggar and a Vagabond, going to and
fro in the Earth, and walking up and down therein,
he fhould be a very Devil too, like himfelf, and
curfe God to his Face.

Upon this, the Text fays, that Godanfwered ir.

1 1 . Behold all that he hath is in thy Power &amp;gt;

now tis

plain here, that God gave up Job s Wealth and

Eftate, nay his Family, and the Lives of his Chil
dren and Servants into the Devils Power 5 and

accordingly, like a true mercilefs Devil, as he is,
he deftroy d them all ; he mov d the Sabeans
to fall upon the Oxen and the AfTes, and carry
them off} he mov d the Chaldeans to fall upon the
Camels and the Servants, to carry off the firft,
and murther the laft 5 he made Lightning flafh

upon the poor Sheep, and kill them all
-&amp;gt;

and he
blow d his Houfe down upon his poor Children,
and buried them all in the Ruins.

H 3 Now
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Now here is (i .)

a Specimen of Satan s good
Will to Mankind, and what Havock the Devil

would make in the World, if he might-, and here

is a Teftimony too, that he could not do this

without leave , fo that I cannot but be of the Opi
nion he has fome Limitations, fome Bounds fet to

his natural Fury j a certain Number of Links in

his Chain, which he cannot exceed, or, in a

Word, that he cannot go a Foot beyond his

fetter.

The fame kind of Evidence we have in the

Gofpel, Matth. viii. 31. where Satan could not

fo much as poflcfs the filthieft and meaneft of all

Creatures, the Svjine^ till he had ask d leave
&amp;gt;

and

that ftill, to fliew his good Will, as foon as he

had gotten leave, he hurried them all into the Sea

and choak d them
&amp;gt; thefe, I fay, are fome of the

Rcafons why I am not willing to fay, the Devil

is not reftrain d in Power $ but on the other fide,

we are told of fo many mifchievous things the Devil

has done in the World, by virtue of his Domini
on over the Elements, and by other Teftimonies

of his Power, that I don t know what to think

of it 5 tho , upon the whole, the firft is the fafeft

Opinion
-

y for if we fliould believe the la ft, we

might, for ought I know, be brought, like the

American Indians^ to worfhip him at
laft&amp;gt;

that he

may do us no Harm.
And now I have nam d thofe People in Ame-

rica^ I confefs it would go a great way in favour

of Satan s Generofity, as well as in Teftimony of

his Power, if we might believe all the Accounts,
which indeed Authors are pretty well agreed in

the Truth of, namely, of the Mifchicfs the Devil
does in thofe Countries, where his Dominion feems

to be eftablifh d j how he ufes them when they

deny him the Homage he claims of them as his

Due 3 what Havock and Combuftion he makes

among
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among them 3 and how Beneficent he is (or at

lead negative in his Mifchiefs) when they Appeafe
him by their hellith Sacrifices.

Likewife we fee a Teft of his wicked Subtilty
in his Management of thofe dark Nations, when
he was more immediately worfhip d by them ;

namely, the making them believe that all their

good Weather, Rains, Dews, and kind Influences

upon the Earth, to make it fruitful, was from Him 5

whereas they really were the common Bleflmgs of

a higher Hand, and came not from him, theZVi;//,

but from him that made the Devi/^ and made him
a Devil or fallen Angel by his Curie.

But to go back to the Method the Devil took

with the fir ft of Mankind 3 tis plain the Policy of
Hell was right, tho the Execution of the Re-
folves they took did not fully anfwer their End
neither 3 For Satan fattening upon poor, proud, ri

diculous Mother Eve, as I have faid before, made

prefently a true Judgment of her Capacities, and
of her Temper 3 took her by the right Handle,
and foothing her Vanity (which is to this Day
the fofteft Place in the Head of all the Sex)
wheedl d her out of her Senfes, by prailing her

Beauty, and promiiing to make her a Goddefs.

The foolifh Woman yielded prefently, and that

we are told is the Reafon why the fame Method fo

flrangely takes with all her Pofterity (viz.) that you
are fore to prevail with them, if you can but once

perfuade them that you believe they are Witty and
Handfome 3 for the Devil, you may obfervc, never

quits any Hold he gets, and having once found a

way into the Heart, always takes care to keep
the Door open, that any of his Agents may en

ter after him without any more Difficulty: Hence
the fame Argument, efpecially the lair, has fo be-

witching an Influence on the Sex, that they rarely

deny you any thing, after they are but weak
H 4 enough
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enough and vain enough to accept of the Praifcs you
offeAhem on that Head; on the other hand you
are fure they never forgive you the unpardonable
Crime of faying they are Ugly or Difagreeable : It is

fuggefled that the firfl: Method the Devil took to

inunuate all thofe fine things into Eve s giddy

Head, was by creeping dole to her one Night ,

\vhen fhe was afleep, and laying his Mouth to her

Ear^ whilpcring all the fine things to her, which
he knew would fet her Fancy a Tip-toe, and fo

made her receive them involuntarily into her Mind
&amp;gt;

knowing well enough that when fhe had form d

fuch Ideas in her Soul, however they came there,

fhe would never be quiet till fhe had work d them

up to fome extraordinary thing or other.

It was evident what the Devil zim d at, namely,
that fhe fhould break in upon the Command of

GOD, and fo having corrupted her felf, bring
the Curfe upon her felf and all her Race, as GOD
had threatn d

&amp;gt;

but why the Pride of Eve fnould

be fo eafily tickled by the Motion of her exquifite

Beauty, when there then was no profpect of the

ufe or want of thofe Charms ? that indeed makes
a kind of Difficulty here, which the Icarn d have
not determined. For,

I . If fhe had been as Ugly as the Devil, fhe had
no body to rival her, fo that fhe need not
fear Adam fhould leave her and ^et another
&quot;Miflrefs.

z. If fhe had been Bright and Beautiful as an

Angel, flie had no other Admirer but poor
Mam, and he could have no room to be jea
lous of her, or afraid fhe fhould cuckold
him 5 fo that in fhort, Eve had no fuch Oc-
cafion for her Beauty, nor could fhe make any
ufe of it either to a bad purpofeor to a good,
and therefore I believe the Devi^ who is too

cunning
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cunning to do any thing that fignifies
No

thing, rather tempted her by the Hope of

encreafing her Wit, than her Beauty.

But to come back to the Method of Satan s

tempting her, viz.by whifpering to her in her ileep j

twas a cunning Trick, that s the Truth of it, and

by that means he certainly fet her Head a madding
alter Deifm, and to be made a Goddefs, and then

back d it by the fubtle talk he had with her af

terward.

I am the more particular upon this Part, be-

caufe, however the Devil may have been the firft

that ever practifed it. yet I can aflure him the

Experiment has been tried upon many a Woman
fince, to the wheedling her out of her Modefty,
as well as her Simplicity j and the Cunning Men
tell us ftill, that if you can come at a Woman when
fheis in a deep fleep, and Whifper to her clofe to

her Ear, {he will certainly Dream of the Thing
you fay to her, and fo will a Man too.

Well, be this fo to her Race or not, it was it

feems fo to her; for {he wak d with her Head fill d
with

pleafing Ideas, and as fome will have it, un
lawful Defires

&amp;gt; fuch, as to be fure {he never had
entertain d before , Thefe are fuppofed to be fatally
infufed in her Dream, and fuggeiled to her waking
Soul, when the Organ Ear which convey d them
was doz d and infenfible; flrange Fate of fleeping
in Paradife ! that whereas we have Notice but of
two Sleeps there, that in one a PFoman {hould

go out of him, and in the other, the Devil {hould

come into her.

Certainly, when Satan fir ft made the Attempt
upon Eve, he did not think he fhould have fo

ealily conquered her, or have brought his Bufinels

about fo foon 5 the Devil himfelf could not have

imagined {he {hould have been fo foon brought
to
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to forget the Command given, or at leaft who

gave it, and have ventured to tranfgrcfs againil

him, and made her forget that GOD had told her, it

fhould be Death to her to touch it j and above

all, that {he fhould afpirc to be as wife as him,

who was fo ignorant before, as to believe it was

for fear of her being like himfclf, that he had for

bid it her.

Well might {he be faid to be the weaker Vei-

fel, tho Adam himfelf had little enough to fay

for his being the ftronger of the two, when he

was over-perfuaded (if it were doneby Perfuafion)

by his Wife to do the fame thing.
And mark how wife they were after they had

Eaten, and what Fools they both acted like, even

to one another 5 nay, even all the Knowledge

they attam d toby it was, for ought I fee, only to

know that they were Fools, and to be fenfible

both of Sin and Shame j and fee how (imply they

a6ted, I fay, upon their having committed the

Crime, and being detected in it.

cView them to Day converfing with their God,
c His Image both enjoy d and underftood,
c fo Morrow skulking with a fordid Flight, ^
c Among the Buflies from the Infinite^ (Sight 5 &amp;gt;

c As if that Power was blind^ which gave them J
c With fenfelefs Labour Tagging Fig-Leaf Veils,
* To hide their Bodies from the fight of Beails.

c Hark ! how the Fool pleads faint, for forfeit Life*

4 Firft he reproaches Heaven, and then his Wife ;

c The Woman which thoii gatfft) as if the Gift
c Could rob him of the little Reafon left,

c A weak Pretence to {hift his early Crime,
As if accufing her would excufe him 3

&amp;lt; But
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But thus encroaching Crime dethrones the Senfe,
* And intercepts the Heavenly Influence,
4 Debauches Reafon, makes the Man a Fool,
4 And turns his aftive Light to Ridicule.

It muftbe confefs d that it was unaccountable De

generacy, even of their common Reafoning, which
Adam and Eve both fell into upon the fir 11 com

mitting the Offence of taking the forbidden

Fruit : If that was their being made as Gods,
it made but a poor Appearance in its fidl coming,
to hide their Nakednels when there was no body
to fee them, and cover themfelves among the

Bufhes from their Maker) but thus it was, and

this the Devil had brought them to, and well

might he, and all the Clan of Hell, as Mr. Mil
ton brings them in, laugh and triumph over the

Man after the Blow was given, as having fo egre-

gioufly abufed and deluded them both.

But here, to be fure, began the Devil s new-

Kingdom $ as he had now feduc d the two firft

Creatures, he was pretty fure of Succefs upon all

the Race, and therefore prepared to attack them

alfo, as foon as they came on 5 nor was their en-

creafing Multitude any Difcouragcment to his At

tempt, but juil the contrary j for he had Agents
enough to employ, if every Man and Woman
that fhould be born was to want a Devil to wait

upon them, feparately and fingly to feduce them 5

whereas fome whole Nations have been fuch

willing fubjects to him, that one of his Seraphic

Imps may, for ought we know^ have been enough
to guide a whole Country \ the People being en

tirely fubje&ed to his Government for many Ages 5

as in America^ for example, where fome will have

it, that he convey d the firil Inhabitants, at leaft

if
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if he did not, we don t well know who did, of

how they got thither.

And how came all the Communication to be fo

entirely cut off between the Nations of Europe and

Africa, from whence America mull certainly have
been peopl d, or elfe the Devil muft have done it

indeed ? I fay, how came the Communication to

be fo entirely cut off between them, that except
the time, whenever if was, that People did at

firft reach from one to the other, none ever came
back to give their Friends any account of their

Succefs
5or invite them to follow? Nor did they hear

of one another afterwards, as we have Reafon to

think: Did Satan politically keep them thusafun-

der, left News from Heaven fhould reach them,
and fo they fhould be recover d out of his Govern
ment ?We cannot tell how to give any other rational

Account of it, that a Nation, nay a Quarter of the

World, or as fome will have it be, halfthe Globe,
fhould be peopled from Europe or Africa, or both,
and no body ever go after them, or come back
from them in above three thoufand years after.

Nay, that thofe Countries fhould be peopled
when there was no Navigation in ufe in thefe

Parts of the World, no Ships made that could

carry Provifions enough to fupport the People
that fail d in them, but that they mud have been
ilarved to death before they could reach the Shore
o America; the Ferry from Europe or Africa, in

any Part ( which we have known Navigation to
be pradbifed in) being at leaft 1000 Miles, and in

moft Places much more.
But as to the Americans, let the Devi?and they

alone to account for their coming Thither, this we
are certain of, that we knew nothing of them for

many hundred Years $ and when we did, when the

Difcovery was made, they that went from Hence
found Satan in* faH and quiet PoiTeflion of them,

ruling
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ruling them with an arbitrary Government, parti
cular to himfelf -

y He had led them into a blind Sub-

jedion to himfelf, nay, I might call it Devotion, for

it was all ofReligion that was to be found among
them) worfhipping horrible Idols in his Name, to
whom he directed human Sacrifices continually to
be made, till he deluged the Country with Blood,
and ripen d them up for the Deftru&ion that fol-

low d, from the Invalion of the Spaniards, who he
knew would hurry them all out of the World as

faft as he (the Devil) himfelf could defire of them.
But to go back a little to the Original of Things,

It is evident that Satan has made a much better
Market of Mankind, by thus fubtilly attacking
them, and bringing them to break with their

Maker as he had done before them, than he could
have done by fulminating upon them at firlr, and

fending them all out of the World at once
&amp;gt;

for
now he has peopled his own Dominions with
them, and tho a Remnant are fnatch d as it were
out of his Clutches, by the Agency of Invinci
ble Grace, of which I am not to difcourfe in this

Place ; yet this may be faid of the Devil, with
out Offence, that he has in fome Senie carried his

Point, and as it were forc d his Maker to be fa-

tisfied with a Part of Mankind, and the lead
Part too, inftead of the great Glory he would have

brought to himfelf by keeping them all in his
Service.

Mr. Milton, as I have noted above, brings in
the Devil and all Hell with him, making a Feu
de Joye for the Viftory Satan obtain d over one
filly Woman &amp;gt;

indeed it was a Piece of Succefs

greater in its Confequence than in the immediate
Appearance 5 nor was the Conqueft fo compleat
as Satan himfelf imagin d to make, fince the Pro-
mife of a Redemption out of his Hands, which
was immediately made to the Man, in behalf of

himfelf
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himfelf and his believing Pofterity, was a great

Difappointment to Satan, and as it were fnatch d

the beft Part of his Victory out of his Hands.

It is certain the Devils knew what the mean

ing of that Promife was, and who was to be the

Seed of the Woman^ namely, the incarnate Son of

God) and that it was a fecond Blow to the whole

infernal Body 3 but as if they had refolved to

let that alone, Satan went on with his Bufi-

nefs
&amp;gt;

and as he had introduc d Crime into the

common Parent of Mankind, and thereby fecu-

red the Contamination of Blood, and the De-
fcent or Propagation of the corrupt Seed, he had

nothing to do but to affift Nature in time to come,
to carry on its own Rebellion, and act it felf in the

Breads of Eve s tainted Pofterity &amp;gt;

and that in

deed has been the Devil s Bufinefs ever iince his

firft Victory upon the Kind, to this Day.
His Succefs in this Part has been fuch, that

jye fee upon innumerable Occafions a general De-
*&quot;

etion has followed
&amp;gt;

a kind of a Taint upon Na
ture, call it what you will, a Blaft upon the Race of

Mankind ; and were it not for one thing,he had ruin

ed the whole Family; I fay, were it not for one

thing, namely, a felected Company or Number,
which his Maker has refolv d he fhall not be able to

corrupt, or ifhe does, the fending the promised Seed

ihall recover back again from him, by the Power of
irrefiftible Grace 5 which Number thus feleftedor

ele&ed, call it which we will, are ftill to fupply
the Vacancies in Heaven, which Satan s Defe6tion

left open &amp;gt;

and what was before filPd up with crea

ted Seraphs, is now to be reftor d by recovered

Saints, by whom infinite Glory is to accrue to

the Kingdom of the Redeemer.
This glorious Eftabliihment has robb d Satan

of all the Joy of his Victory, and left him juft
where he was, defeated and difappointed &amp;gt;

nor

does
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does the Pofleffion of all the Myriads of the Sons

of Perdition, who yet fome are of the Opinion
will be fnatch d from him too at laftj I fay, the

PolTeilion of all thefe makes no amends to him,
for he is fuch a Devil in his Nature, that the Envy
at thofe he cannot feduce, eats out all the Satis-

fa&ion of the Mifchief he has done in feducing all

the reft
&amp;gt;

but / mujl not preachy fo I return to

things as much needful to know, tho lefs folemn.

CHAP. IX.

Of the Progrefs of Satan in carrying on his

Conqueft over Mankind, from the Fall of
Eve to the Deluge.

I
Doubt if the Devil was ask d the Queftion

plainly, he would confefs, that after he had con-

quer d Eve by his own wicked Contrivance, and
then by her Afliftance had brought Adam too (like

a Fool as he was) into the fame Gulph of Mifery,
he thought he had done his Work, compared the

whole Race, that they were now his own, and

that he had put an End to the grand Defign of
their Creation $ namely, of Peopling Heaven with
a new Angelic Race of Souls, who when glori-

fy d, (hould make up the Defection of the Hod
of Hell, that had been expung d by their Crime j

in a Word, that he had gotten a better Conqueft
than if he had deftroy d them all.

But in the midft of his Conqueft, he found

a Check put to the Advantages he expected to

reap from his Victory, by the immediate Promifo
of Grace to a Part of the Pofterity of ddam^
who, notwithftanding the Fall, were to be purcha-
fed by the MeJJiah^ and fnatch d out of his (Satan s)

Hand?,
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Hands, and over whom he could make no final

Conqueft 3 fo that his Power met with a new

Limitation, and that fuch, as indeed fully difap

pointed him in the main thing he aim d at, (viz.)

preventing the Beatitudes of Mankind, which
were thus fecur dj (And what if the Numbers of

Mankind were upon this account cncreated in

fuch a manner, that the fele6ted Number iliould,

by Length of Time, amount to
juffc

as many as

the whole Race, had they not fallen, would have

amounted to in all?) And thus, indeed, the World

may be faid to be upheld and continued for the

Sake of thofe few, fince till their Number can

be compleated, the Creation cannot fall, any more

than, that without them, or but for them it would
not have flood.

But leaving this Speculation, and not having

enquir d of Satan what he has to fay on that Sub-

&quot;jecl:,
let us go back to the Antediluvian World :

The Devil to be furc, gain d his Point upon Eve^
and in her upon all her Race : He drew her into

Sin j got her turned out of Paradife, and the

Man with her: The next Thing was to go to

work with her Pofterity, and particularly with
her two Sons Cain and dbel-

Adam having, notwith ftanding his Fall, repent
ed very fincerely of his Sinj receiv d the Promife
of Redemption and Pardon, with an humble but

believing Heart
-, Charity bids us fuppofe that

he led a very religious and fober Life ever after
&amp;gt;

and efpecially in the firit Part of his Time, That
he brought up his Children very foberly, and gave
them all the neccflary Advantages of a Religious
Education,and a good Introduction into theWorld,
that he was capable of

&amp;gt;

and that Eve likewife

afllfted to both in her Place and Degree.
Their two elded Sons Cain and Abel-, The one

Heir apparent to the Patriarchal Empire, and the

4 other
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other Heir prefumptive, I fuppofealfo, lived very
lober and religious Lives

&amp;gt;

and as the Principles of
natural Religion dictated a Homage and Subjecti
on due to the Almighty Maker, as an Acknow
ledgment of his Mercies, and a Recognition of
their Obedience 5 ib thereceiv d Ufage of Religi
on dictating at that Time that this Homage was to

be paid by a Sacrifice, they either of them brought
a Free-will-offering to be dedicated to God re-

fpectively for themfelves and Families,

How it was, and for what Reafon that God
had refpect to the Offering of Abel^ which the
Learn d fay, was a, Lamb of the Firfilings of the

Flock, and did not give any Teflimony ofthe like

Refpect to Cain and his Offering, which was ofthe
fir ft Fruits of the Earth, the Offerings being equal

ly fuited to the refpective Employment of the

Men, that is not my prefent Bufinefsj but this

we find made Heart-burnings, and raifed Envy
and Jealoufy in the Mind of Cain 5 and at that

Door the Devil immediately entred&amp;gt; for he, who
from the Beginning, was very diligent in his way,
never flip d any Opportunity, or mifs d any Ad
vantages that the Circum fiances of Mankind of
fered him to do Mifchief.

What Shape or Appearance the Devil took up
to enter into a Converfation with Cam upon the

Subject, that Authors do not take upon them to

determine
&amp;gt;

but tis generally fuppofed he perfo-
nated fome of Cain s Sons or Grandfons to begin
the Difcourfe, who attack d their Father, or per

haps Grandfather, upon this Occaflon, in the fol

lowing manner, or to that Purpofe.

D. Sir, I perceive your Majefty (for the firft

Race were certainly all Monarchs as great as

Kings, to their immediate Poflerity) to be greatly
difturb d of late, your Countenance is chang d,

I your
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yournoble Chearfulnefs (the Glories of your Face)
are ftrangely funk and gone, and you are not the

Man you ufed to
be&amp;gt; pleafe yourMajefty to com

municate your Griefs to us your Children, you
may be fufe, that if it be poflible, we would pro
cure you Relief, and reftore your Delights, the

Lofs ofwhich, ifthus you go on tofubjecl: yourfelf
to too much Mejancholy, will be very hurtful to

you, and in the End deftroy you.
Cain. It is very kind, my dear Children, to

{hew your Refpect thus to your true Progenitor,
and to offer your Afliftance : I confefs, as you fay,

my Mind is opprefs d and difpleafed , but tho tis

very heayy, yet I know not which way to look
for Relief, for the Diftemper is above our Reach,
no Cure can be found for it on Earth.

D. Do not fay fo. Sir j there can be no Difeale

fure on Earth but may be cur d on Earth
&amp;gt;

if it

be a mental Evil, we have heard that your great
Anceflor, the firft Father of us all, who lives ftill

on the great weftern Plains towards the Sea, is the
Oracle to which all his Children fly for Direction
in fuch Cafes as are out of the Reach of the or

dinary understanding of Mankind j pleafe you to

give leave, we will take a Journey to him, and re-

prefenting your Cafe to him, we will hear his Ad
vice, and bring it to you with all Speed, for the
Eafe of your Mind.

Cain. I know not whether he can reach my
Cafe or no.

Z). Doubtlefs he may, and if not, the Labour of
our Journey is nothing when plac d in Competi
tion with the Eafe of your Mind

&amp;gt;

tis but a few

Days travel loft, and you will not be the worfe if

we fail of the deflred Succefs.
Cain. The offer is filial, and I accept your af-

fedionate Concern for me, with a juft Scnfe of
an obliged Parent j go then, and my Bleffing be

upon
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upon you; but alas ! why do I blefs? can he blefs

whom God has not blefsM !

Z). O ! Sir, -do not fay fo, has not God blefs d

you? are you not the fccond Sovereign of the

Earth ? and does he not converfe with you Face
to Face ? are not you the Oracle to all your,

growing Pofterity, and next after his Sovereign

Imperial Majetty Lord Adam^ Patriarch of the

World ?

Cain. But has not God rejected me, and.refu-

fed to converfe any more with me, while he dai

ly Favours and Countenances my younger Bro
ther Abel) as if he refolv d to fet him up to rule

over me?
D. No, Sir, that cannot be, you cannot be

difturb d at fuch a thing $ is not the Right of So

vereignty yours by Primogeniture? can Godhim-
felf take that away, when tis once given? are

not you Lord Adam s eldeft Son ? are you not the

firftborn Glory of the Creation ? and does not
the Government defcend to you by the divine

Right of Birth and Blood ?

Cain. But what does all that fignify to me,
while God appears to favour and carets my youn
ger Brother, and to ihine upon him, while a
black Dejection and token of Difpleafure fur-

rounds me every Day, and he does not appear to
me as he ufed to do ?

D. And what need your Majefty be concern d
at that, if it be fo? if he does not appear pleafed,

you have the whole World to enjoy your felf in,
and all your numerous and rifing Pofterity Adore
and Honour you &amp;gt;

what need thofe remote Things
be any difturbance to you ?

Cain. How ! my Children, not the Favour of
God be valued ! yes, yes, in his favour is Life 5

what can all the World avail without the Smiles

and Countenance of him that made it?

I z D. Doubt-
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D. Doubtlefs, Sir, he that made the World

and plac d you at the Head of it all, to govern
and direct it, has made it agreeable, and it is able

to give you a full Satisfaction and Enjoyment, if

you pleafe to confider it well,tho you were never

to converfe with him all the while you live in t.

Cain. You are quite wrong there, my Children,

quite wrong.
*

D. But do you not, great Sir, fee all your
Children as well as us rejoicing in the Plenty of

all Things, and are they not compleatly happy,
and yet they know little of this great GOD ? He
feldom converfes among us, we hear of him in

deed by your (age Advices, and we bring our Of
ferings to you for him, as you direct, and when
that s done, we enjoy whatever our Hearts de

fine; and fo -doubtlefs may you in an abundant

manner, if you pleafe.
Cain. But your Felicity is wrong plic d then,

or you fuppofe that God is pleafed and fatisfied

in that your Offerings are brought to me; but

what would you fay,
if you knew that God is

difpleafed ? that he docs not accept your Offerings ?

that when J iacrific d to him in behalf of you all,

he reje&ed my Offerings, tho I brought a prince

ly Gift, being of the fined: of the Wheat, the

choked and earlieft Fruits, and the fweeted of the

Oil, an Offering fuited to the Giver of them all ?

D. But if you offered them, Sir, how are you
fore they were not accepted ?

Cain. Yes, yes, I am fure; did not my Brother
Abel offer at the fame Time a Lamb of his Flock,
for he, you know, delights in Cattle, and covers
the Mountains with his Herds ? over him, all the
while he

wasfacrificing, a bright Emanation (hone

cheating and enlivening ; a Pledge of Favour, and

light ambient Flames play d hovering in the low
er Air, as if attending his Sacrifice $ and when rea

dy
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dy prepared, immediately defcended and burnt up
the Flefh, a fweet odoriferous Savour afcending to

him, who thus teftified his Acceptance &amp;gt; whereas,
over my Head a black Cloud, mifly, and difbilling

Vapour, hung dripping upon the humble Altar

I had raifed, and wetting the fineft and choicefl

Things I had prepar d, fpoil
d and defac d them ;

the Wood unapt to burn by the Moiiture which

fell, fcarce receiv d the Fire I brought to kindle

it, and even then, rather fmother d and choaked,
than kindled into a Flames in a Word, it went

quite out, without confuming what was brought
to be offer d up.
D. Let not our truly reverenced Lord and Father

be difquieted at all this j if he accepts not what you
bring, you are difcharg d of the Debt, and need

bring no more ; nor have the Trouble of fuch la-

bourd Collections of Rarities any more
&amp;gt;

when
he thinks fit to require it again, pou will have

Notice, no Queftion, and then it being call d

for, will be accepted 9
or elfe why fhould it be

requir d ?

Cain. That may indeed be the Cafe, nor do

I think of attempting any more to bring an Offer

ing, for I rather take it, that I am forbidden for

the prefentj but then, what is it that my younger
Brother Triumphs in ? and how am I infulted,

in that he and his Houfe are all Joy and Triumph,
as if they had fome great Advantage over me, in

that their Offering was accepted when mine was
not ?

D. Does he Triumph over your Majefty, our

Lord and Sovereign ? give us but your Order, and

we will go and pull him and all his Generation in

pieces i for to triumph over you who are his

elder Brother, is a horrid Rebellion and Treafon,
and he ought to be expell d the Society of Man
kind.

I } Cain. I
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Cain. I think fo too, indeed

&amp;gt; however, iny dear

Children and faithful Subjects, tho I accept your
Offer of Duty and Service, yet I will confider

very well, before I take up Arms againftmy Bro
ther 5 befides, our Sovereign Father and patri
archal Lord, Adam, being yet alive, it is not in my

t-Right to aft offenfively without his Command.
. D. We are ready therefore to carry your Pe

tition to him, and doubt not to obtain his Licence
and Commiflion too, to empower you to do

your felf Juftice upon your younger Brother j

who being your Vaflal, or at lead inferior, as he
is junior in Birth, infults you upon the fancied

Opinion of having a larger Share in the Divine

Favour, and receiving a Bleffing on his Sacri^

frees, on Pretence of the fame Favour being de
nied you.

Cain. I am content, go then, and give a juft
Account of the State of our Affairs.

D. We {hall foon return with the agreeable
anfwcrj let not our Lord and Father continue
fad and deje&ed, but depend upon a fpeedy Re
lief, by the Affiftance of thy numerous IlTue, all

devoted to thy Intercft and Felicity.
Cain. My Bleffing be with you in your Way,

and give you a favourable Reception at the vcne-
Tent of our univerfal Lord and Father.

Note, Here thecurfed Race being fully given
up to the Direction of the Evil-Spirit, which
fo early poflcfs d them, and fwelling with Rage
at the innocent Mel and his whole Family, they
refolved upon forming a moil wicked and detef^
table lie, to bring about the Advice which they
had

already given their Father Cain a touch of
3,

and to pretend that Adam being juftly provok d
at the undutiful Behaviour of Abelj had gr*i
Cain a CommiiHon to chaftife him3 and by

Force
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Force to cut him off and all his Family, as guilty
of Rebellion and Pride.

Fill d with this mifchievous and bloody Re-

folution, they came back to their Father Caln^
after flaying a few Days, fuch as were fufficient

to make Cain believe they had been at the fpaci-
ous Plains, where Adam dwelt

&amp;gt;

the fame which
are now calPd the blefled Valleys, or the Plains

of Mecca in Arabia Foslix, near the Banks of the

Red-Sea.

Note here alfo, that Cain having received a

wicked Hint from thefe Men, his Children and

Subjects, as before, intimating that Abel had bro

ken the Laws of Primogeniture in his Behavi

our towards him, (Cain) and that he might be

juftly puninYd for it; Satan, that cunning Ma
nager of all our wayward PalTions, fan d the Fire

of Envy and Jealoufy with his utmoft Skill all

the while his other Agents were abfent ; and by
the Time they came back had blown it up in

to fuch a Heat of Fury and Rage, that it wanted

nothing but Air to make it burn out, as it foon

afterwards did in a furious Flame of Wrath and

Revenge, even to Blood and Deftruftion.

Juft in the very critical Moment, while Things
flood thus with Cain^ Satan brings in his wicked

Inftruments, as if juft arriv d with the Return of
his Meflage from Adam, at whofe Court they had
been for Orders 5 and thus they, that is the De+
vil afluming to fpeak by them, approach their

Father with an Air of folemn but chearful Satif-

fa&ion at the Succefs of their EmbafTy.

D. Hail Sovereign, Reverend, Patriarchal Lord !

we come with Joy to render thee an Account of
the Succefs of our MefTage.

Cain. Have you then feen the venerable Tents
where dwell the Heaven-born, the Angelic Pair,

14 to
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to whom all human Reverence highly due, is and

ought always to be humbly paid ?

D. We have.

Cain. Did you, together with my grand Requeft,
a juft, a humble Homage for me pay, to the great
Sir- and Mother of Mankind ?

D We did.

Cain. Did you in humble Language reprefent
the Griefs and Anguifh which opprets my Soul ?

D. We did, and back their Bleffrng to thee

bring.
Cain. I hope with humbieft Signs of filial

Duty you took it for me on your bending Knees ?

D. We did, and had our Share j the Patriarch

lifting his Hands to Heaven exprefs d his Joy to

fee his fpreading Race, and blefs d us all.

Cain. Did you my folemn MeiTage too deliver,

my Injuries impartially lay down, and due Affifi-

snce and Direction crave ?

D. We did.

Cain. What fpoke the Oracle? he s God to me;
what juft Command d ye bring, what s tobedone?
am I to bear the infultingJunior s Rage ? and meek

ly differ what unjuflly he, affronting Primogeni
ture and Laws of God and Man, impofes by his

Pride unfufferable ! Am I to be crufh d, and be
no more the firilborn Son on Earth, hut bow and
kneel to him ?

D. Forbid it Heaven ! as jtfdam too forbids,
who with a jutlice God-like and peculiar to in-

jur d Parents, Abel s Pride refents, and gives his

h-igh Command to thee to punifh.
Cain. To punifh? fay you, did he ufe the Word,

the very Word? am I commiflion d then to pu-

D. Not AM only, but his rebel Race, as they
alike in Crime alike are join d in Punifhment.

Cain.
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Cain. The Race indeed have fliar d the Merit
with him j how did they all infult, and with a

Shout of Triumph mock my Sorrow, when they
faw me from my Sacrifice deje&ed come, as if

my Difappointment was their Joy ?

D. This too the venerable Prince refents, and
to preferve the Race in Bounds of Laws fubordi-

nate and limited to Duty, Commands that this

firft Breach be not pafs d by, leil the Precedent

upon Record ftand to future Times to encourage
like Rebellion.

Cain. And is it then my Sovereign Parent s

Will? V

D. It is his Will, that thou his elded Son, his

Image, his belov d, fhould be maintained in all the

Rights of Sovereignty deriv d to thee from him j

and not be left expos d to injury and Power ufurp-

ed, but fhould do thy felf Juilice on the rebel

Race.

Cain. And fo I will
&amp;gt;

Abel {hall quickly know
what tis to trample on his elder Brother j lhall

know that he s thus fentenc d by his Father, and

I m commiflion d but to execute his high Com
mand, his Sentence, which is God s, and that he

falls by the Hand of Heavenly Juftice.

So now Satan had done his Work, he had de
luded the Mother to a Breach againft the firft

and only Command, he had drawn Adam to the

fame Snare, and now he brings in Cam prompted
by his own Rage, and deluded by his, (Satan s,)

Craft, to commit Murder, nay a Fratricide, an ag
gravated Murther.

Upon this he fends out Cainj while the bloody
Rage was in its Ferment, and wickedly at the fame
Time bringing Abel^ innocent and fearing no ill,

juft in his Way, he fuggefts to his Thoughts fuch

Words as thefe.

Look
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Look you Cain^ fee how Divine Juftice con

curs with your Father s righteous Sentence, fee

there s thy Brother Abel directed by Heaven to fall

into thy Hands unarm d, unguarded, that thou

may ft do thy felf Juftice upon him without Fear
&amp;gt;

fee thou may ft kill him, and if thou haft a Mind
to conceal it, no Eyes can fee, or will the World
ever know it, fo that no Refentment or Revenge
upon thee, or thy Pofterity, can be apprehended,
but it may be faid fome wild Bead had rent him;
nor will any one fuggeft that thou, his Brother,
and Superior, could poffibly be the Perfon.

Cain prepared for the Fact, by his former a-

vow d Rage and Refolution of Revenge, was
fb much the lefs prepar d to avoid the Snare

thus artfully contriv d by the Mafter of all Sub-

tilty, the Devil
&amp;gt;

fo he immediately runs upon his

Brother ^^/,and after a little unarm d Refiftance,
the innocent poor Man expecting no fuch Mif-

chief, was conquer d and murther d 5 after which,
as is to be fuppofed, the exafperated Crew of
Cairis outrageous Race, overrun all his Family and

Houfhold, killing Man, Woman and Child.

It is obje&ed here that we have no Authority
in Scripture to prove this Part of the Story; but
I anfwer, tis not likely but that Abel^ as well as

Cain* being at Man s Eftatelong before this, had
feveral Children by their own Sifters, for they
were the only Men in the World who were al-

low d the Marrying their own Sifters, there be

ing no other Women then in the World ; and as

we never read of any of Abel s Pofterity, tis

likewife as probable they were all murther d, as

that they fhould kill Abel only, whofe Sons might
immediately fall upon Cain for the Blood of their

Father, and fo the World have been involv d in

a Civil War as foon as there were two Families
in it,

But
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But be it fo or not, tis not doubted the Devil

wrought with Cain in the horrid Murther, or

he had never done it 5 whether it was directly or

by Agents is not material, nor is the Latter unlike

ly &amp;gt;

and if the Latter, then there is no Improba
bility in the Story, for why might not he that made
Ufe of the Serpent to tempt Eve^ be as well fuppo-
fed to make a Tool of fome of Cain s Sons or

Grandfons to prompt him in the wicked Attempt
of murthering his Brother ? and why muft we
be oblig d to bring in a Miracle or an Apparition
into the Story, to make it probable that the Devil
had any Hand in it, when twas fo natural to a de

generate Race to act in fuch a Manner?
However it was, and by whatever Tool the

Devil wrought, tis certain that this was the Confe-

quence, poor Abel was butcher d, and thus the Devil
made a fecond Conqueft in God s Creation j for

Adam was now., as may be faid, really Childlefs,
for his two Sons were thus far loft, Abel was kill

ed, and Cain was curft and driven out from the

Prefence of the Lord, and his Race blafted with
him.

It would be a ufeful enquiry here, and worthy
our giving an Account of, could we come to a

Certainty in it, namely, what was the Mark that

God fet upon Cain^ by which he was kept from

being fallen upon by Abel s Friends or Relations?
but as this does not belong to the Devil s Hiftory,
and it was God s Mark, not the Dm/ s, I have

nothing to do with it here.

The Devil had now gain d his Point, the King
dom of Grace, fo newly erected, had been as it

were extinct without a new Creation, had not

Adam andEve been alive, and had not Eve^ tho now
1 30 Years of Age, been a breeding young Lady,
for we muft fuppofe the Woman, in that State of

Longevity, bare Children till they were feven or

eight
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eight hundred Year old : This Teeming of Eve

peopled not the World fo much as it reftored

the blefled
Race&amp;gt; for tho Abel was kill d Cain

had a numerous Offspring prefently, which had
Setb9 (Adam s third Son) never been born, would
foon have replenifh d the World with People,
fuch as they were ; the Seed of a Murtherer,
curfed of God, branded with a Mark of Infamy,
and who afterwards fell all together in the univerfal

Ruine of the Race by the Deluge.
But after the Murther of Abel^ Adam had ano

ther Son born, namely, Seth^ the Father of Enos9

and indeed the Father of the holy Race * for du

ring his Time and his Son Enos9 the Text fays
that Men began to call on the Name ofthe Lord 5

that is to fay, they began to look back upon Cain
and his wicked Race, and being convinc d ofthe
Wickednefs they had committed, and led their
whole Pofterity into, they began to fue to Heaven
for Pardon of what was paft, and to lead a new
fort of Life.

But the Devil had met with too much Succefs
in his firft Attempts, not to go on with his ge
neral Refolution of debauching the Minds ofMen,
and bringing them off from God

&amp;gt;

and therefore
as he kept his Hold upon Cain s curfed Race, em-
broiPd already in Blood and Murther $ fo he pro
ceeded with his degenerate Offspring, till in a
Word he brought both the holy Seed and the

degenerate Race to joyn in one univerfal Confent
of- Crime, and to go on in it with fuch aggra
vating Circumflances, as that it repented the
Lord that he had made Man, and he rcfolv d to
overwhelm them again with a general Deftruc-
tion, and clear the World of them.
The Succeffion of Blood in the royal original /

Line of Adam^ is prefcrv d in the facred Hiflories
and brought down as low as Noah and his three

Sons,
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Sons, for a continu d feries of I4)*o Years, fay

fome, 1640 fay others 5 in which Time Sinfpread
it felf fo generally thro the whole Race, and the

Sons of God, fo the Scripture calls the Men of

the righteous Seed, the Progeny of Seth, came
in unto the Daughters of Men, that is, join d them-

felves to the curs d Race of Cain, and married

promifcuoufly with them, according to their Fan

cies, the Women it fecms being beautiful and

tempting j andtho the Devil could not make the

Women handfome or ugly in one or other Families,

yet he might work up the Guft of wicked Incli

nation on either Side, fo as to make both the

Men and Women tempting and agreeable to one

another, where they ought not to have been fo *

and perhaps, as it is often feen to this Day, the

more tempting for being under legal Rcftraint.

It is objected here, that we do not find in the

Scripture that the Men and Women of either

Race were at that Time forbidden intermarrying
with one another 5 and it is true, that literally it is

not forbid 5 but if we did not fcarch rather to

make doubts than to explain them, we might fup-

pofe it was forbidden by fome particular Command
at that Time 5 feeing we may reafonably allow every

Thing to be forbidden, which they are tax d with
a Crime in committing

-

y and as the Sons of God
taking them Wives as they thought fit to choofe,
tho from among the Daughters of the curfed

Race, is there charg d upon them as a general

Depravation, and a great Crime 5 and for which,
tis faid, GOD even repented that he had made

them, we need go no farther to fatisfy our felves

that it was certainly forbidden.

Satan no doubt too had a Hand in this Wick-
ednefs 5 for as it was his Bufinefs to prompt Men
to do every Thing which God had prohibited, fo

the Reafon given why the Men of thofe Days
i did
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did this Thing was, they faw the Daughters of

Men, that is of the wicked Race or forbidden

Sort, were fair ,
he tempted them by the Luft of

the Eye j in a word, the Ladies were beautiful

and agreeable, and the Devil knew how to make
life of the Allurement $ the Men liked and took

them by the meer Direction of their Fancy and

Appetite, without regarding the fiipreme Pro

hibition
&amp;gt; They took them Wives of all which they

chofe^ or fuch as they lik d to choofe.

But the Text adds, that this promifcuous Ge
neration went farther than the meer outward
Crime of it, for it fhew d that the Wickednefs
of the Heart of Man was great before God, and
that he refented it ; In hort,God perceived a Dege
neracy orDefedk ofVirtue had feiz d upon the whole

Race, that there was a general Corruption of

Manners, a Depravity of Nature upon them,
that even the holy Seed was tainted with it, that

the Devil had broken in upon them, and prevaiFd
to a great Degree , that not only the Pra&ice of
the Age was corrupt, for that God could eafily
have reitrain d, but that the very Heart of Man
was debauch d, his Defires wholly vitiated, and
his Senfes engag d in it

&amp;gt;

fo that in a Word, it

became neceflary to fhew the divine Difpleafure,
not in the ordinary Manner, by Judgment and Re
proofs of fuch kind as ufually reclaim Men, but

by a general Deftru&ion to Yweep them away,
clear the Earth of them, and put an End to the
Wickednefs at once, removing the Offence and
the Offenders all together ^ this is fignify d at large,
Gen. vi. f. God faw that the

Wickednefs of Man
was great in the Earth, and that every Imagination
of the Thoughts of his Heart was only evil continu

ally. And again ^ 1 1, it. The Earth atfo was
corrupt before God ; and the Earth was fitted with
Violence. And God looked upon the Earth, and be

hold
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hold it was corrupt
-

3 for all Flejh bad corrupted
his Way upon the Earth.

It muft be confefs d it was a ftrange Conqueft
the Devil had made in the Antediluvian World,
that he had, as I may fay, , brought the whole
Race of Mankind into a general Revolt from
God -

y Noah was indeed a Preacher of Righte-
oufnefs, and he had preach d about foo Years
to as little Purpofe as moil of the good Minifters

ever did j for we do not read there was one Man
converted by him, or at leaft not one of them left,

for that at the Deluge there was either none of
them alive, or none fpar d but Noah and his three

Sons, and their Wives -

y and even they are (
tis evi

dent) recorded, not fo much to be fav d for

their own Goodnefs, but becatife they were his

Sons j Nay, without Breach of Chanty we may
conclude, that at leaft one went to the Devil even

of thofe three, namely, Ham or Cham for triumph

ing in a brutal Manner over his Father s Drunk-
ennefs 5 for we find the fpecial Curfe reached to

him and his Pofterity for many Ages 3 and whether
it went no farther than the prefent State of Life

with them, we cannot tell.

We will fuppofe now that thro this whole i foo
Years the Devil having fo effe&ually debauch d

Mankind, had advanc d his infernal Kingdom to

a prodigious Height &amp;gt;

for the Text fays, the whole

Earth ivasfilFd with violence; in a Word, Blood,

Murder, Rape, Robbery, Oppreffion and Injuftice

prevail d every where, and Man, like the wild

Bear in the Foreft, liv d by Prey, biting and

devouring one another.

At this Time Noah begins to preach a new
Doctrine to them, for as he had before been a

Preacher of Righteoufnefs, now he becomes a

Preacher of Vengeance $ firft he tells them they
ftiall be all oyerwhelm d with a Deluge, thac

i for
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that for their Sins God repented they were made,
and that he would deftroy them all, adding, that

to prevent the Ruin of himfelf and Family, he

refolv d to build him a Ship to have recourfe to

when the Water fhould come over the Reft of

the World.
What Jefting, what Scorn, what Contempt

did this Work expofe the good old Man to for

above a 100 Years? for fo long the Work was

building, as antient Authors fay &amp;gt;

let us reprefent to

our felves in the moil lively Manner how the

witty World at that Time behav d to poor old

Noah , how they took their Evening Walks to fee

what he was doing, and paiTed their Judgment
upon it, and upon the Progrefs of it 5 I fay, to

reprefent this to our felves, we need go no far

ther than to our own Witicifms upon Religion^
and upon the molt folemn Myileries of Divine

Worfhip -y
how we damn the Serious for Enthu-

fiafts, think the Grave mad, and the Sober me
lancholy y call Religion it felf Flatus and Hyp-
po -y

make the Devout ignorant, the Divine mer

cenary, and the whole Scheme of Divinity a

Frame of Prieflcraft j and thus no doubt the

building an Ark or Boat, or whatever they call d

it, to float over the Mountains, and dance over the

Plains,, what could it be but a religious Frenzy,
and the Man that fo buried himfelf, a Lunatick ?

and all this in an Age when divine Things came

by immediate Revelation into the Minds of
Men ! the Devil muft therefore have made a

ftrange Conquer! upon Mankind to obliterate all

the Reverence, which but a little before was fo

ftrangcly imprefs d upon them concerning their

Maker.
This was certainly the Height of the Devtrs

Kingdom, and we fhall never find him arrive to

fuch a Pitch again-, he was then truly and lite

rally
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rally the univerfal Monarch, nay the God of
this World 5 and as all Tyrants do, he governs
them with an arbitrary abfolute

f

Sway &amp;gt;

and had
not God thought fit to give him a Writ of

Ejectment, and afterwards drown him out of Pof-

feiHon, I know not what would have been the

Cafe, he might have kept his Hold for ought I

know till the Seed of the Woman came to bruife

his Head, that is to fay, cripple his Government,
Dethrone him and Depofe his Power, as has been
fulfill d in the Meffiah.

But as he was, I fay, drown d out of the World,
his Kingdom for the prefent was at an End j at

leaft., if he had a Dominion he had no Subjects,
and as the Creation was in a Manner renewed, fo

the Devil- had all his Work to do over again :

Unhappy Man ! how has he, by his weak Reiif-

tance, made the Devil^ recovering his Hold too

eafy to him, and given him all the Advantages,
except as before excepted, which he had before?
Now whether he retired in the mean Time, and
how he got footing again after Noah and his Fa

mily were landed upon the New Surface, that we
come next to enquire.

C H A P. X.

Of the ^Devils fecond Kingdom, and how
he got footing in the renew d World by his

Victory over Noah and his Race.

THE Story of Noah, his building the Ark, his

embarking himfelf and all Nature s Stock
for a new World on board it 5 the long Voyage
they took, and the bad Weather they met with,
tho it would embellifh this Work very well, and

K J

come
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come in very much to the Purpofe in this Place,

yet as it does not belong to the Devtfs Story, for

I cannot prove what fome fnggeft (viz.) that he

was in the Ark among the Reft, I fay, for that

Reafon I muft omit it.

And now having mentioned Satan s being in

the Ark j as I fay, I cannot prove it, fo there are,

I think, fome good Reafons to believe he was
not there : Firft^ I know no Bufinefs he had there $

fecondly^ we read ofno Mifchiefdone there, and thefe

joyn d together make me conclude he was ab-

(ent } the la ft I chiefly infift upon, that we read ofno
Mifchief done there, which if he had been in

the Ark, would certainly have happened &amp;gt;

and there

fore I fuppofe rather, that when he faw his

Kingdom diflblv d, his Subjects all ingulph d in

an inevitable Ruin and Defolation, a Sight fuitable

enough to him, except as it might unking him for

a Time} I fay, when he faw this, he took care to

fpeed himfcif away as well as he could, and make
his Retreat to a Place of Safety, where that was, is

no more difficult to us, than it was to him.

It is fuggefled that as he is Prince ofthe Power
of the Air, he retired only into that Region. It is

molt rational to fuppofe he went no further on

many Accounts, of which I fliall fpeak by and by :

Here he ftay d hovering in the Earth s Atmof-

pherc, as he has often done fince, and perhaps
now does

&amp;gt;

or if the Atmofphere of this Globe
wasafFcted by the Indraft oftheAbforption,asfomc
think, then he kept himfelf upon the Watch, to

lee what the Event ofthe new Phenomenon would

be, and this Watch, wherever it was, I doubt not,
was as near the Earth as he could place himfelf

perhaps in the Atmofphere of the Moon, or in

a Word, the next Place of Retreat he could

find.

i

From
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Froni hence I took upon me to irififtj that Sa

tan has not a more certain Knowledge of Events

than we
&amp;gt;

I lay, he has not a more certain Know

ledge
-

9 that he may be able to make ftronger Con
jectures and tnore rational Conclufions from that

he fees, I will not deny
-

y and that which he moil
outdoes us in is, that he fees more to conclude

from than we can, but I am fatisfied he knows

nothing of Futurity more than we can fee by Obfer-

vation and Inference $ nor, for Example) did he

know whether God would repeople the World

any more or no.

I muft therefore allow that he only waited to

fee what would be the Event of this flrange E-

ruption of Water, and what God proposed to do
with the Ark, and all that was in it.

Some Philofophers tell us, befides what I hinted

above, that the Devil could have no Retreat in

the Earth s Atmofphere, for that the Air being

wholly condens d intoWater, and having continual

ly pour d down its Streams to deluge the Earth, that

Body was become fo fmall, and had fufFer d fuch

Convullions, that there was but juft enough Air
left to furround the Water, or as might ffcrve by
its PrefTure to preferve the natural Pofition of

Things, and fupply the Creatures in the Ark with
a Part to breath in.

The Atmofphere indeed might fuffer feme ftrange
and unnatural Motions at that Time, but not (I be

lieve) to that Degree, however, I will not affirm that

there could be room in it, or is now for the Devil,
much lefs for all the numberlefs Legions of Sa
tan sHoft j but there was, and now certainly is, fuf-

ficient Space to receive him, and a fufficient Body
of his Troops for the Bufinefs he had for them -a c

that time, and that s enough to the Purpofe j cr

if the Earth s Atmofphere did fuffer any particular
Convulflon, on that Occafion, he might make his

K i Retreat
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Retreat to the Atmofphere of the Moon, or of

Mars^ or of Venus^ or of any of the other Pla

nets y or to any other Place, for he that is Prince

of the Air could not want Retreats in fuch a

Cafe, from whence he might watch for the I flue

of Things &amp;gt; certainly he did not go far, becaufe

his Buiinefs lay here, and he never goes out of his

Way of doing Mifchief.

In particular, his more than ordinary Concern

was, to fee whnt would become of the Ark
&amp;gt;

he

was wife enough doubtlefs to fee, that GOD, who
had directed its making, nay even the very Struc

ture of it, would certainly take Care of it, preferve
it upon the Water, and bring it to fome Place

of Safety or other
&amp;gt;

tho where it fhould be, the

Devil with all his Cunning could not refolve,

whether on the fame Surface the Waters draw

ing off, or in any other created or to be created

Place 5 and this State of Uncertainty being evi

dently his Cafe, and which proves his Ignorance
of Futurity, it was his Bufinefs, If*) -*

to watch
with the utmoil vigilance for the Event.

If the Ark was (as Mr. Burnet thinks) guided

by two Angels, they not only held it from foun

dering or being fwallow d up in the Water, but

certainly kept the Waters calm about it, efpecially
when the Lord brought a flrong Wind to blow
over the whole Globe, which by theWay was the

firft, and, I fuppofe, the only univerfal Storm that

ever blew, for to be fure it blew over the whole
Surface at once 5 I fay, if it was thus guided, to be
furc the Devil faw it, and that with Envy and

Regret that he could do it no Injury, for doubt
lefs had it been in the Devil s Power, as God had
drown d the whole Race of Man, except what
was in the Ark, he would have taken care to have

difpatch d them too, and fo made an End of the

Creation at once 5 but either he was not empowered
4 to
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to go to the Ark, or it was fo well guarded by
Angels, that when he came near it he could do
it no harm : So it relied at length, the Waters

abating on the Mountains of Arrarat in Armenia^
or fome where elfe that Way, and where they
fay a Piece of the Keel is remaining to this Day ,

of which, however with Dr. I fay, I be
lieve not one Word.
The Ark being fafe landed, tis reafonable to

believe Noah prepared to go on Shore, as the Sea
men call it, as foon as the dry Land began to ap
pear &amp;gt;

and here you mufl allow me to fuppofe
Satan, tho himielf cloth d with a Cloud, fo as

not to be feen, came immediately, and pearching
on the Roof, faw all the Heaven-kept Houmold
fafely landed, and all the Hoft of living Creatures

difperfing themfelves down the Sides of the Moun
tain, as the Search of their Food or other proper
Occafions directed them.

This Sight was enough -,
Satan was at no Lofs

to conclude from hence that the Defign of God
was to repeople the World by the Way of ordi

nary Generation, from thePofterity of thefe eight
Perfons, without creating any new Species.

Very well, fays the Devil
r

,
then my Advan

tage over them, by the Snare I laid for poor
Eve,, is good ftill

-,
and I am now juft where I was

after Adam s Expulfion from the Garden, and
when I had Cain and his Race to go to work
with y for here is the old expung d Corrupted
Race ftill, as Cam was the Object then, fo Noah
is my Man now, and if I do not matter him
one way or another, I am miftakenjn my Mark.
Pardon me for making a Speech for the Devil.

Noah big with a Senfe of his late Condition,
and while the Wonders of the Deluge were frefh

in his Mind, fpent his firft Days in the Extaiies

of his Soul, giving Thanks, and praifing the PowerK
3 that
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that had been his Prote&ion, in and thro the

Flood of Waters, and which had in fo miraculous

a Manner, lately landed him on the Surface of the

newly difcover d Land 3 and the Text tells us, as

pnc of the firft Things he was employ d in, H&
built an Altar unto the Lord^ and offered Burnt-Of

ferings upon the Altar. Gen. viii. 20.

While Noah was thus employ d he was fafe?

the Devil himfelf could no where break in uponf
him , and we may fuppofe very reafonably, as he

found the old Father invulnerable, he left him
for foine Years, watching notwithstanding all

poflible Advantages againil his Sons and their

Children j for now the Family began to encreafe,
and Noah s Sons had feveral Children j whether

himfelf had any more Children after the Flood or

not, that we are not arrived to any Certainty about.

Among his Sons the Devil found Japhet and

Sbem^ good, pious, religious, and very devout Per-

fons
-, jerving God daily, after the Example of their

good old Father Noah^ and he could make no

thing of them, or of any of their Pofterity -, but
Ham the fecond, or according to fome, the young
er Son of Ncah^ had a Son who was nam d Ca-.

naan^ a loofe young profligate Fellow, his Edu
cation was probably but curfory and fuperficial ?

his Father Ham not being near fo religious and

ferious a Man as his Brothers Shew and Japhet
were 3 and as Canaan s Education was defe&ive,
fo he prov d, as untaught Youth generally do, a

wild, and in fhort a very wicked Fellow, and con-

fequcntly a fit Tool for the Devil to go to work
with.

Noah) a diligent induftrious Man, being with
all his Family thus planted in the rich fruitful

Plains of Armenia^ or wherever you pleafe,let it be
near the Mountains of Caucafas or Arrarat

&amp;gt;

went

immediately to work
? cultivating and improv

ing



of fife DEVIL: 135

Ing the Soil, encreafing his Cattle and Paftures,Tow

ing Corn, and among other Things planting Trees

for Food, and among the Fruit Trees he planted

Vines, of the Grapes thereof he made no doubt, as

they ftill in the {ame Country do make, moil excel

lent Wine, rich, lufcious, thong, and pleafant.

I cannot come into the Notion of our Criticks,
who to excufe Noah from the guilt ofwhat follow

ed, or at leaft from the Cenfure, tell us, he knew
not the Strength or the Nature of Wine, but

chat gathering the heavy Clutters of the Grapes,
and their own weight cruthing out their balmy
Juices into his Hand, he tafled the tempting Li

quor, and that the Devil afliiling he was charm d
with the delicious Fragrance, and tafted again and

again, preffing it out into a Bowl or Difh, that

he might take a larger Quantity 3 till at length the

heady Froth afcended and feizing his Brain, he
became intoxicate and drunk, not in the leaft ima

gining there was any fuch Strength in the Juice
of that excellent Fruit.

But to make out this Story, which is indeed

very favourable for Noah^ but in it felf extremely
ridiculous, you mull neceflarily fall into fome Abr

furdities, and beg the Queition moil egregioufly
in fome particular Cafes, which way of arguing
wilt by no means fuppoie what is fuggefled \ at

firffc you muft fupport there was no fuch Thing
as Wine made before the Deluge, and that no

Body had been ever made drunk with the Juice
of the Grape before N&ab, which, I fay, is beg
ging the Qucftion in the grofTeil Manner.

If the Contrary is true, as I fee no Reafon to

queflion, if, I fay, it was true that there was
Wine drank, and that Men were or had been

drunk with it before, they cannot then but fup-

pofe that Noah) who was a wife, a great and a

good Man, and a Preacher of Righteoufmfs, both
K 4 knew
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knew of it, and without doubt had in his preach

ing againft their- Crimes, preach d againfl this

among the reft, upbraided them with it, reprov d

them for it, and exhorted them againft it.

jigain^ tis highly probable they had Grapes

growing, and confequcntly Wines made from

them, in the Antediluvian World, how elfe did

Noah come by the Vines which he planted ? For

we are to fuppofe, he could plant no Trees or

Shrubs, but fuch as he found the Roots of in the

Earth, and which no doubt had been there before

in their higheft Perfection, and had confequent-

ly grown up and brought forth the fame lufci-

ous Fruit before.

Befides, as he found the Roots of the Vines,
fo he underftood what they were, and what Fruit

they bore, or elfe it may be fuppofed alfo he

would not have planted them 5 for he planted
them for their Fruit, as he did it in the Provilion

he was making for his Subfiflence, and the Sub-

iiftence of his Family : and if he did not know
what they were, he would not have fet them, for

he was not planting for Diverfion but for Profit.

Upon the whole it feems plain to me he knew
what he did, as well when he planted the Vines as

when he prefled out the Grapes &amp;gt;

and alfo when he

drank the Juice that he knew it was Wine, was

llrong and would make him drunk if he took

enough of it : He knew that other Men had been

drunk with fuch Liquor before the Flood, and
that he had reprehended them for it $ and there

fore it was not his Ignorance, but the Devil took
him at forne Advantage, when his Appetite was

eager, or he thirfty, and the Liquor cooling and

pleafant ; and in fhort, as Eve faid, the Serpent be-

gmldedher^ and ihe DID EAT, fo the Devil beguiled
Noah, and be DID DRINK -

y the Temptation was
too llrong for Noab^ not the Wine$ he knew

well
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well enough what he did, but as the Drunkards

fay to this Day, it was fo good he could not for

bear it, and fo he got drunk before he was aware j

or as our ordinary Speech exprefTes it, he was over

taken with drink) and Mr. Pool and other Expo-
fitors are partly of the fame Mind.

No fooner was the poor old Man conquer d, and

the Wine had lighten d his Head, but it may be

fuppofed he falls off from the Chair or Bench
where he fate, and tumbling backward his Clothes,
which in thofe hot Countries were only loofe

open Robes, like the Vefts which the Armenians

wear to this Day, flying abroad, or the Devil fo

affifting
on purpofe to expofe him, he lay there

in a naked indecent Poiture not fit to be feen.

In this juncture who fhould come by but young
Canaan^ fay fome $ or as others

think,&quot; this young
Fellow firIt attack d him byway of Kindncfs and

pretended Affection ; prompted his Grandfather

to drink, on Pretence of the Wine being good
for him, and, proper for the Support of his old

Age, and fubtilly let upon him, drinking dfo with

him, and fo (his Head being too ftrong for the old

Man s) drank him down, and then, Devil like, tri-

umph d over him 5 boafled of his Conqueir,, in-

fulted the Body as it were dead, uncovered hi in

on purpofe to expofe him, and leaving him in

that indecent Poihire, went and made Sport with
it to his Father Ham^ who in that Part, wicked
like himfelf, did the fame to his Brethren Japhet
and Shew

&amp;gt;

but they like modeil and good Men,
far from carrying on the wicked Infult on their

Parent, went and cover d him, as the Scripture

exprelles it, and as may be fuppofed inform d him
how he had been abus d, and by whom.

Why elfe fhould Noah^ when he came to him

felf, {hew his Refentment fo much again ft Canaan

}iis Grandfonj rather than
ag^inft Ham his Father,

and
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and who tis fuppofed in the Story the guilt chief*

ly lay upon? we fee the Curfe is (as it were) laid

wholly upon Canaan the Grandfon, and not 3

Word of the Father is mentioned, Gen. ix. if, 16,

2.j, Curfed be Canaan, a Servant of Servants Jball
he be, 8cc.

That Ham was Guilty, that s certain from the

Hiilory of Fact, but I cannot but fuppofe his

Grandlon was the Occafion of it ; and in this

Cafe the Devil fcems to have made Canaan the

Tnftrument or Tool to delude Noah^ and draw

liim in to Drunkennefs, as he made the Serpent the

Tool to beguile Eve^ and draw her into Difobe-

dience.

Poffibly Canaan might do it without Defign
at fir ft, but might be brought in to ridicule

and make a Jeft of the old Patriarch afterward,
as is too frequent lince in the Practice of our

Days 5
but I rather believe he did it really with a

wicked Defign, and on Purpofe to expofe and in*-

fult his Reverend old Parent 5 and this feems more

likely too, bccaufe of the great Bitternefs with

which Noah relented it, after he came to be in-

form d of it.

But be that as it will, the Devil certainly made
a great Conquer! here, and as to outward Ap^
pcarance no Ids than that which he gain d be

fore over Adam-y nor did the Devil s Victory con-

fid barely in his having drawn in the only righte
ous Man of the whole Antediluvian World, and fo

beginning or initiating the new young Progeny
with a Crime} but here was the great Oracle filenc d

at once; the Preacher of Righteoufnefs, for fuch

no doubt he would have been to the new World,
ns he was to the old, I lay, the Preacher was

turn d out of Office, or his Mouth itopt, which
was worfe , nay, it was a flopping of his Mouth in

cheworft kind
5 far wprfc than Hopping his Breath,

for
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for had he died, the Office had defcended to his

Sons Shem and Jafhet, but he was dead to the

Office of an Inftru6bor, tho alive as to his Being
-

9

For of what Force could his Preachings be, who
had thus fallen himfelf into the moil fharneful

and bealHy Excefs?

Befides fome are of the Opinion, tho I hope
without Ground, that Noah was not only over

taken once in his Drink, but that being fallen

into that Sin it became habitual, and he continued

in it a great while, and that it was this which is the

meaning of his being uncovered in his Tent, and

that his Son faw his Nakednefs , that is, he conti?

nually expofed himfelf for a long Time, a hun^
dred Years, fay they, and that his Son Ham^ and

his Grandfon Canaan having drawn him into it,

Jccpt him in it, encourag d and prompted it, and all

the while Satan ftill prompting them, joined their

Scoffs and contempt of him, with their wicked En-*

deavours to promote theWickednefsj and both with
as much Succefs as the Devil himfelf could wifli for.

Then as for his two Sons modeftly and decent

ly covering their Father, they tell us, that Repre-
fents Shem and Japhet applying themfelves in an

humble and dutiful Manner to their Father, to.

entreat and befeech him to confider his antient

Glory, his own pious Exhortations to the late

drowned World, and to confider the Offence
which he gave by his evilCourfes to God, and the

Scandal to his whole Family, and alfothat they arc

brought in effectually prevailing upon him 5 and

that then Noah curfed the Wickednefs of Ham s

degenerate Race, in Teftimony of his fincere Re
pentance after the Fact.

The Story is not fo very unlikely as it is cer

tain that it is not to be proved, and therefore we
had better take it as we find it (viz.) for one fin-

gle
At j but fuppqfe it was fo, tis ftill certain

that
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that Noab s Preaching was fadly interrupted, the

Energy of his Words flatter d, and the Force of
his Pcrfuafions enervated and abated, by thisfhamc-
ful Fall 5 that he was effectually filenc d for an
Inftruc~bor ever after, and this was as much as the

Devil had Occafion for 3 and therefore indeed we
read little more of him, except that he lived three

hundred and fifty Years after the Flood j nay, we
do not fo much as read that he had any more

Children, but the contrary, nor indeed could
Noah have any more Children, except by his old

and perhaps fuper-annuated Wife
, who it was

very likely he had had four or five hundred Year,
unlefs you will fuppofe he was allow d to marry
fome of his own Progeny, Daughters or Gran*

daughters, which we do not fuppofe was allow d,
no not to Adam himfelf.

This was certainly a Matter-piece of the Devil s

Policy, and a fatal Inftance of his unhappy Di

ligence, (viz.) that the Door of the Ark was no
fooner open, and the Face of the World hardly

dry from theuniverfal Deftruftion ofMankind, but
he was at work among them j and that not only
to form a general Defection among the Race,
upon the Foot of the original Taint of Nature,
but like a bold Devil he ftrikes at the very Root,
and flies at the next general Reprefentative of

Mankind, attacks the Head of the Family, that

in his Mifcarriage the Rife and Progrefs of a Re
formation of the new World fhould receive an

early Check, and {hould be at once prevented;
I fay, like a bold Devil, he ftrikes at the Root,
and alas ! poor unhappy Noah^ he proved too
weak for him, Satan prevaiPd in his very fir/ft At

tempt, and got the Victory over him at once.

Noah thus overcome, and Satan s Conqueft
carried on to the utmoft of his own Wiihes,
the Devil had little more to do in the World

for
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for fome Ages, than to carry on an univerfal De
generacy among Mankind, and to finilh it

by a like diligent Application, in deluding the

Generality of the Race, and them as they came
on gradually into Life j this he found the lefs dif

ficult, becaufe of the firft Defection which fpread
like a Contagion upon the Earth immediately
after.

The firft Evidence we have of his Succefs in

this mifchievous Defign was in the Building that

great ftupendious Stair-cafe, for fuch it feems it

was intended, calPd Babel^ which if the whole

World had not been drunk, or otherwife infatua

ted, they would never have undertaken
&amp;gt;

even Sa

tan himfelf could never have prevaiPd with them
to undertake fuch a prepofterous Piece of Work,
for it had neither End or Means, Poffibility or

Probability in it.

I muft confefs I am fometimes apt to vindicate

our old Ancestors, in my Thoughts, from the

Charge it felf, as we generally underftand it, name

ly, that they really defign d to build a Tower
which fhould reach up to Heaven, or that it

fhould fccure them in cafe of another Flood ; and

Father Cafaubon is of my Opinion, whether I am.

of his or no, is a Queflion by it felf5 his opini
on is that the Confufion was nothing but a Breach

among the Undertakers and Direftors of the

Work, and that the Building was defign d chiefly
for a Store-houfe for Provinons, in Cafe of a fe-

cond Deluge $ as to their Notion of its reaching
up to Heaven, he takes the Expreffion to be alle

gorical rather than little, and only to mean that it

fhould be exceeding high ; perhaps they might
not be Aftronomers enough to meafure the Dif-
tance of Space between the Earth and Heaven,
as we pretend to do now , but as Noah was then

alive,



I4i the HISTORY
alive, and as we believe all his three Sons were fo

too, they were able to have inform d them how
abfurd it was to fuppofe either the one or the other

.(viz.) (i.) that they could build up to Heaven, or

(2..) that they could build firm enough to refill:,

or high enough to overtop the Waters, fuppofing
fuch another Flood Should happen &amp;gt;

I would ra

ther think it was only that they intended to build

a moft glorious and magnificent City, where they

might all inhabit together j and that this Tower
was to be built for Ornament and alfo for Strength,
or as above, and for a Store-houfe to lay up vaft

Magazines of Provifions, in Cafe of extraordinary
Floods or other Events, the City being built in a

great Plain, namely, the Plains of Shimar near the

River Euphrates.
But the Story, as it is recorded, fuits better

with Satan s Mealurcs at that Time -

y and as he
was from the Beginning prompting them to every

Thing that was contrary to the Happinefs of

Man, fo the more prepofterous it was, and the more
inconfifient with common Senle, the more to his

Purpofe; and it fhew d the more what acornpleat

Conqueft he had gain d over the Reafon as well

as the Religion of Mankind at that Time.

Again, tis evident in this Cafe, they were not

only aching contrary to the Nature of Things,
but contrary to the Defign and to the Command
of Heaven j for God s Command was that they
fhould replenifh the Earth, that is, that they fhould

fpread their Habitations over it, and People the

whole Globe j whereas they were pitching in one

Place, as if they were not to multiply fufficient

to take up any more.

But what car d the Devil for that, or to put
it a little handfomer, that was what Satan aim
ed at 5 for it was enough to him, to bring Man

kind
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kind to ab juft contrary to what Heaven had di-

re&ed or commanded them in any thing, and if

poffiblc in every Thing.
But God himfelf put a flop to this foolifh Piece

of Work, and it was time indeed to do fo, for

a madder thing the Devil himfelf never propofed
to them 5 I fay, God himfelf put a flop to this

new Undertaking, and difappointed the Devil j

and how was it done? not in Judgment and An
ger, as perhaps the Devil expefted and hop d for,

but as pitying the Simplicity of that dreaming
Creature Man, he confufed their Speech, or as

fome fay, divided and confufed their Councils, fo

that they could not agree with one another, which
would be the fame Thing as not to underftand

one another
&amp;gt;

or he put a new Shibboleth upon
their Tongues , thereby feparating them into

Tribes or Families, for by this every Family found

themfelves under a Neceffity of keeping together,
and this naturally encreafed that Differing jargons
of Language, for at firft it might be no more,

What a Confufion this was to them we all

know, by their being oblig d to leave off their

building, and immediately feparating one from an

other j but what a Surprize it was to the old

Serpent, that remains to be confidered of, for in

deed it belongs to his Hiftory.
Satan had never met with any Disappointment

in all his wicked .Attempts till now
-,
for firft, he

fucceeded even to triumph upon Eve^ he did the

like upon Cam^ and in fhort upon the whole

World, one Man (Noah) excepted-, when he blend

ed the Sons of God, and the Daughters of Hell,
for fo the Word is underftood, together, in pro-
mifcuous Voluptuous Living as well as Genera
tion.

As to the Deluge, Authors are not agreed whe
ther it was a Difeppointment to the Devil or no,

it



144 The H I STORY
it might be indeed a Surprize to him, for tho*
Noah had preach d of it for a hundred Year toge
ther, yet as he (Satan) daily prompted the People
not to heed or believe what that old Fellow Noah
faid to them, and to ridicule his whimfical Build

ing a monftrous Tub to fwim or float in, when
the faid Deluge fhould come; fo I am of the Opi
nion he did not believe it himfelf, and am pofitive
he could not forefee it, by any infight into Futu
rity that he was Matter of.

Tis true the Aftronomers tell us, there was a

very terrible Comet feen in the Air, that it ap
peared for 1 80 Days before the Flood continual

ly -,
and that as it approach d nearer and nearer

every Day all the while, fo that at laft it burft
and fell down in a continual Spout or Stream of
Water, being of a watry Subftance, and the

Quantity fo great, that it was forty Days a
falling ;

fo that this Comet not only foretold die Deluge
or drowning of the Earth, but actually performed
it, and drown d it from it felf.

But to leave this Tale to them that told it,
let us contider the Devil, furpris d, and a little

amaz d at the Abforption or Inundation, or what
ever we are to call it, of the Earth in the Deluge,
not, I fay, that he was much concerned at it, per
haps juft the Contrary 5 and if God would drown
it again, and as often as he thought fit, I do not
fee by any thing I meet with in Satan s Hiflory,
or in the Nature of him, that he would be at all

difturb d at it$ all that I can fee in it, that could

give Satan any Concern, would be that all his Fa
vourites were gone, and he had his Work to do over

again, to lay a Foundation for a new Conqueft in
the Generation that was to come$ But in this his

ProfpecT: was fair enough, for why fhould he be

difcouraged, when he had now eight People to
work upon, who met with fuch Succefs when he

had
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had but two ? and why fliould he queftion break

ing in now where Nature was already vitiated

and corrupted, when he had before conquer d the

fame Nature, when in its primitive ReHtude and

Purity, juft come out of the Hands of its Maker,
and fortify d with the Awe of his high and fo-*

lemn Command juft given them, and the threat-

ning of Death alfo annext to it, if broken?
But I go back to the Affair of Babel : This

Confufion of Language or of Councils, take it

which way you will, as the firll Difappoint-
ment that I find the Devil met with, in all his At

tempts and Practices upon Mankind, or upon
the new Creature, which I mentioned above 5 for

now he forefaw what would follow j namely, that

the People would feparate and fpread themfelves

over the whole Surface of the Earth, and a

thoufand new Scenes of Actions would appear^ in

which he therefore prepares himfelf to behave
as he fhould fee Occafion.

How the Devil learn d to fpeak all the Lan

guages that were now to be ufed, and how many
Languages they were, the feveral ancient Wri*
ters of the Devil s Story have not yet determin

ed
&amp;gt;

fomc tell us they were divided only into fif

teen, fome into feventy two, others into one hun
dred and eighty, and others again into feveral

Thoufands.

It alfo remains a doubt with mej and, I fuppofe,
will be fo with others alfo, whether Satan has yet
found out a Method to converfe with Mankind,
without the Help of Language and Words, or

not : feeing Man has no other Medium of Con

verting, no not with himfelf: This I have not
time to enter upon here 5 however, this feems

plain to rne (viz.) that the Devil foon learn d to

make Mankind underfland him, whatever Lan*

gunge he fpoke, and no doubt but he found

L Ways
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Ways and Means to underftand them, whatever

Language they fpoke.
Alter the Confufion of Languages, the People

neceflarily forted themfelves into Families and

Tribes, every Family understanding their own
particular Speech, and that only j and thefe Fa
milies multiplying grew into Nations, and tho(e

Nations wanting Room, and feeking out Habi
tations wandred Come this Way, fome that, till

they found out Countries refbettively proper for

their fettling, and there they became a Kingdom,
fpreading and poflcfling (till more and more Land
as their People encrealed, till at laft the whole
Earth was fcarce big enough for them : This pre-
fented Satan with an Opportunity to break in

upon their Morals at another Door, (viz.) their

Pride ; for Men being naturally Proud and Envi

ous, Nations and Tribes began to joflle with one
another for Room j cither one Nation enjoy d
better Accommodations, or had a better Soil or a

more favourable Climate than another 3 and thefe

being numerous and ftrong thru ft the other out,
and encroach d upon their Land

-,
the other liking

their Situation, prepare for their Defence, and
fo began Oppreffion, Invafion, War, Battle and

Blood, Satan all the while beating the Drums,
and his Attendants clapping their Hands, as Men
do when they fet Dogs on upon one another.

The bringing Mankind thus to JVar and Con-

fit/ion, as it was the fir ft Game the Devil play d
after the confounding of Languages and Divifions
at Babel) fo it was a Conqueft upon Mankind,
purely devilifri, born from Hell, and fo exactly
tinctured with Satan s original Sin Ambition^ that

it
really transform\i Men into meer Devils j for

when is Man transformed into the very Image of
Satan himfelf, when is he turn d into a meer

Devil, if it is not when he is fighting with his

fellow
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fellow Creatures and dipping his Hands in the

Blood of his own Kind ? Lee his Picture be

confider d, the Fire of Hell flames or fparkles
in his Eyes, a voracious Grin (its upon his Coun
tenance , Rage and Fury diftort the Mufcles of

his Face , his Paflions agitate his whole Body, and

he is metamorphos d from a comely Beauteous

angelic Creatureinto a Fury, a Satyr^
a terrible and

frightful Monfter, nay, into a Devil $ for Satan

himfelf is defcrib d by the fame Word which on
his very Account is ehang d into a Subftantive,
and the Devils are call d Furies.

This fowing the Seeds of Strife in the World,
and bringing Nations to fight and make War
upon one another, would take up a great Part of

the Devil s Hiftory, and abundance of extraor

dinary Things would occur in relating the par
ticulars y for there have been very great Conflagra
tions kindled in the World, by the Artifice of

Hell, under this Head, (viz.) of making War 5 in

which it has been the Devil s Mailer- piece, and
he has indeed ilicwn himfelf a Workman in it,

that he has wheedled Mankind into fl range un
natural Notions of things, in order to propagate
and fupport the fighting Principle in the World j

fuch as Laws of War, fair Fighting, behaving
like Men of Honour, fighting at the lad: Drop,
and the like, by which killing and murdering is

underftood to be juftifiable. Virtue and a true

Greatnefs in Spirit is rated now by Rules which
God never appointed, and the Standard of Ho
nour is quite different from that of Reafon and of
Nature : Bravery is denominated not from a fear-

lefs undaunted Spirit in the jufl Defence of Life
and Liberty, but from a daring Defiance of God
and Man, fighting, killing and treading under
Foot his fellow Creatures, at the ordinary Com-
majad of the Officer, whether it be right or wrong,

L i and
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and whether it be in a juft Defence of Life, and

our Country s Life, that is Liberty, or whether

it be for the Support of Injury and Oppreffion.
A prudent avoiding caufelefs Quarrels is calFd

Cowardice, and to take an affront Bafenefs, and

Meanncfs of Spirit ; to refute
fighting,&quot;and putting

Life at a Call on the Point of a Sword, a Practice

forbid by the Laws of God and of all good
Government, is yet call d Cowardice

-,
and a Man

is bound to die duelling, or live and be laugh d at.

This trumping upthefe imaginary Things call d

Bravery and Gallantry, naming them Virtue and

Honour, is all from the Devil s new Management,
and his fubtil influencing the Minds of Men to

fly in the Face of God and Nature, and to act

againfl his Senfes j nor but for his Artifice in the

Management, could it be poflible that fuch In-

confidencies could go down with Mankind, or

they could pafs fuch abfurd Things among them
for reafoning ; for Example, A is found in Bed
with B s Wife, B is the Perfoninjur d, and there

fore offended, and coming into the Chamber with
his Sword in his Hand, A exclaims loudly, Why
Sir^ you- won t murder me^ will you ? as you are a&amp;gt;

Man of Honour let me rife and take my S-word.

A very good Story indeed ! fit for no body but
the Devil to put into any Man s Head; But fo

it is, B being put in mind, forfooth, that he is

a Man of Honcnr^ Harts back and muft ab the

honourable Part; fo he lets A get up, put on his

Clothes and take his Sword ; then they fight,
and B is kill d for his Honour ; whereas had the

Laws of God, of Nature and of Reafon taken

Place, the Adulterer and the Adulterefs fhould
have been taken Prifoners and carried before the

Judge, and being taken in the Fab, fhould have
been immediately fcntenc d, he to the Block and
he to the Stake, and the innocent abus d Hus-

4 band
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band had no Reafon to have run any Rifque o^

his Life for being made a Cuckold.

But thus has Satan abus d the Reafon ofMan -

y and

if a Man does me the greateft Injury in the World,
I mutt do my felf Juitice upon him, by venturing

my life upon an even Lay with him, and muft fight
him upon equal Hazard, in which the injur d

Perfon is as often kill d as the Perfon offering the

Injury : Suppofe now it be in the fame Cafe as

above^ a Man abufes my Wife, and then to give
me Satisfaction, tells me, he will fight me, which
the French call doing me Keafon \ No Sir^ (ay I, let

me lie withyour PVife too^ and then ifyou defere it^1may
fight you -,

then Iam upon even Terms with you ; but

this indeed is the Reafoning which the Devil has

brought Mankind too at this Day : But to go
back to the Subject, viz. the Devil bringing the

Nations to fall out, and to quarrel for Room in

the World, and fo to fight in order to difpofTefs
one another of their Settlements : This began at

a Time when certainly there were Places enough
in the World for every one to choofe in, and
therefore the Devil^ not the want of Elbow-

room, muft be the Occaiion of it j and tis carried

on ever fince, as apparently from the fame Intereft,
and by the fame original.

But we (hall meet with this Part again very often

in the Devil s Story, and as we bring him farther on
in the Management of Mankind , I therefore lay it

by for the Prefent, and come to the next Steps the

Devil took with Mankind after the Confufion of

Languages, and this was in the Affair of Worlhip ;

It does not appear yet that ever the Devil was fo

bold, as either,

i. To fet himfelf up to be worftiip d as a God,
or which was ftill worfe,

^. To perfuade Man to believe there was no
God at all to worfhip.

L Both
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Both thefe are introduced fince the Deluge, one

indeed by the Der
oil^ who icon found Means to

fet himfelf up for a God in many Parts of the

World, and holds it to this Day 3 but the lafl is

brought in by the Invention of Man, in which
it mull bcconfefs d Man has out-fin d the Devil ;

for to do Satan jutlice, he never thought it could

ever pafs upon Mankind, or that any Thing fo

grofs would go down with them ; fo that, injhort^
thcfe modern Cafuifts, in the Reach of our Days,
have, Ifay^ out-iin d the Devil.

As then both thefe are modern Inventions, Sa
tan went on gradually, and being to work upon
human Nature by Stratagem, not by Force, it

would have been too grofs to have fet himfelfup
as an Object of Worihip at firlt, it was to be

done Step by Step 3 for Example.

I. It was fufficient to bring Mankind to a

Neglect of God, to worfhip him by halves,
and give little or no Regard to his Laws,
and fo grow loofe and immoral, indirect Con
tradiction to his Commands

&amp;gt;

this would not

go down with them at firft, fo the Devil
went on gradually.

z. From a NegligenceMn worshiping the true

GOD, he by Degrees introduc d the worfhip
of falfe GODS j and to introduce this he be

gan [with the Sun^ Moon, and Sfars, call d
in the holy Text the Hoft of Heaven 5 thefe

had greater Majefty upon them, and feem d
fitter to command the Homage of Mankind 5

fo it was not the hardeft Thing in the World,
to bring Men, when they had once forgot
ten the true God, to embrace the Worfhip
of fuch Gods as thofe.

J. Having thus debauch d their Principles in

Worfhip, and led them from the true and

only
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only Object of Wor/hip to a falfe, it was the

eafier to carry them on $ ib in a few Grada
tions more he brought them to downright
Idolatry, and even in that Idolatry he proceed
ed gradually too 5 for he began with awful

Names, fuch as were venerable in the

Thoughts of Men, as BAAL or BELL, which,
in Chaldaick and Hebrew^ fignifies Lord or

Sovereign, or Mighty and Magnificent, and
this was therefore a Name afcrib d at firft

to the true God&amp;gt; but afterwards they de-

fcended to make Images and Figures to re-

p relent him
, and then they were call d by

the fame Name, as Baal^ Baalim, and after

wards Belly from which, by a
p

hellifh Dege
neracy, Saturn brought Mankind to adore

every Block of their own hewing, and to

worshipping Stocks, Stones, Monfters, Hob
goblins, and every fordid frightful Thing,
and at lall the Devil himfelf.

What Notions fome People may entertain of the
Forwardnefs of the firfl: Ages of the World, to run
into Idolatry, I do not enquire here 5 I know they
tell us ftrange Things, of its being the Product of
meer Nature, one remove from its primitive State -

y

but I, who pretend to have ib
critically enquir d

into Satan s Hiflory, can aflure you, and that

from very good Authority, that the Devil did
not find it fo eafy a tafk to obliterate the Know
ledge of the true God, in the Minds and Con-
fciences of Men, as thofe People fuggeft.

It is true he carried Things a great Length un
der the Patriarchal Government of the fidl Ages,
but ftill he was (Ixteen hundred Years bringing
it to pafs 5 and tho we have Reafon to believe

the old World, before the Flood was arrived to

a very great Height of Wickednefs, and Ovid
L 4 very
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very nobly defcribes it by the War of the fitans

againft Jupiter^ yet we do not read that ever Sa

tan was come to fuch a Length as to bring them
to Idolatry 3 indeed we do read of Wars car

ried on among them, whether it was one Nati

on againft another, or only Perfonal, we cannot

tell 3 But the World feem d to be fwallow d up in

a Life of Wickednefs, that is to fay, of Luxury
and Lewdnefs, Rapine and Violence, and there

were Giants among them, and Men of Renown,
that is to fay, Men fanVd for their mighty Va
lour, great A&ions of War we may fuppofe,
and their Strength, who perfonally oppofs d

others. We read ofno confiderable Wars indeed,
but tis not to be doubted but there was fuch Wars,
or elfe it is to be underftood that they iiv d (in

common) a Life fomewhat like the Brutes, the

Strong devouring the Weak 3 for the Text fays,
the whole Earth was filled with Violence, hunting
and tearing one another in Pieces, either for Do
minion or for Wealth, either for Ambition or for

Avarice, we know not well which.

Thus for the ojd Antediluvian World went,
and very wicked they were, there is no doubt of

that 3 but we have Reafon to believe that was no

Idolatry, the Devil had not brought them to that

Length yet : perhaps it would ibon have follow d,

but the Deluge intervened.

After the Deluge, as / have faid^ he had all

his Work to do over again, and he went on by
the lame Steps 3 firft he brought them to Violence

and War, then to Qppreffion and Tyranny, then
to negle&of true Worfhip, then to falfe worfhip,
and then Idolatry by the meer natural Confe-

quence of the Thing 3 who were the firft Na
tion or People that fell from the Worfhip of the

true God, is fomething hard to determine 3 the De-

yjl)
who certainly of all God s Creatures is beft able
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to inform us, having left us nothing upon Record

upon that Subject, but we have Reafon to be

lieve it was thus introduc d.

Nimrod was the Grandfon of Ham, Noah s

fecond Son, the fame who was curfed by his Fa
ther for expofing him in his Drunkennefs: This

Nimrod was the firft who it feems Satan pick d
out for a Hero : Here he infpir d him with am
bitious Thoughts, dreams of Empire, and hav

ing the Government of all the Reft, that is to

ay^ univcrfal Monarchy -

9 the very fame Bait with

which he has plaid upon the Frailty of Princes,
and enfnard the greateft of them ever fince, even

from his moil Auguft Imperial Majefty KingM^-
rod the firft, to his moft Chriftian Majefty Louis

the XIV. and many a mighty Monarch between.

When thefe mighty Monarchs and Men of

Fame went off the Stage, the World had their

Memories in efteem many Ages after j and as

their great Aftions were no otherwife recorded

than by oral Tradition, and the Tongues and Me^
mories of fallible Men, Time and the Cuftom of

magnifying the paft Aftions of Kings, Men
foon fabl d up their Hiftories, Satan affiftmg^ into

Miracle and Wonder: Hence their Names were
had in Veneration more and more 3 Statues and Bu
boes repreicnting their Perfons and great Actions

were fet up in public Places, till from Heroes and

Champions they made Gods of them, and thus

(Satan prompting) the World was quickly fill d

with Idols.

This Nimrod is he, who according to the re*

ceived Opinion, tho I do not find Satan s Hiftory

exactly concurring with it, was firft call d Eelus^
then Baal) and worfhip d in moft of the eaftem

Countries under thofe Names
-,

fometimes with

Additions of Sir-names, according to the feveral

o^intries? or People, or Towps where he was

particu-.
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particularly fct up, as Baal Peor, Baal Zephon*
Baal Phegor, and in other Places plain Baal^ as

Jupiter in after Times had the like Additions j as

Jupiter Ammon, Jupiter Capitolinus^ Jupiter Pif-

t&amp;lt;jY, Jupiter FeretriuS) and about ten or twelve

Jupiters more.

1 rnuft acknowledge, that I think it was a Maf~

ter-piece of Hell to bring the World to Idola

try fo foon after they had had fuch an eminent

Example of the infinite Power of the true God,
as was feen in the Deluge, and particularly in the

Efcape of Noah in the Ark, to bring them (even
before Noah or his Sons were dead) to forget
whofe Hand it was, and give the Homage of the

World to a Name, and that a Name of a mortal

Man dead and rotten, who was famous for no

thing when he was alive but Blood and War -

y I

fay, to bring the World to fet up this Nothing,
this meer Name, nay the very Image and Picture

of him for a God^ it was firfl a Mark of moil

prodigious Stupidity in the whole Race of Men,
a monftrous Degeneracy from Nature, and even

from common Senfe
&amp;gt;

and in the next Place twas

a token of an inexpreffible Craft and Subtilty in

the Devil) who had now gotten the People into

fo full and compleat a Management, that in ihort,

he could have brought them, by the fame Rule, to

have worfhip d any thing j and in a little while more,
did bring many of them to worfhip himfelf, plain
Devil as he was, and knowing him to be fuch.

As to the Antiquity of this horrible Defection

of Mankind, tho we do not find the beginning
of it particularly recorded, yet we are certain it

was not long after the Confufion of Babel 5 for

Nimrod^ as is faid, was rio more than Noah s great
Grandfon and Noah himfelf, I fuppofe, might be
alive fome Years after Nimrod was born

&amp;gt;

and as

Nimrod was not long dead, before they forgot that

he



of the DEVIL. 155

he was a Tyrant and a Murtherer, and made a

Baal^ that is a Lord or Idol of him, I fay, he

was not long dead, for Nimrod was born in the

Year of the World 1 847, and built Babylon the

Year 1 879 5 and we find Terah the Father of A~

braham^ who liv d from the Year 1 879 was an Ido

later, as was doubtlefs Bethuel, who was Terab s

Grandfon
&amp;gt;

for we find Laban, who was BethueFs

Son, was fo, and all this was during the Life of

the firft Poft-Diluvian Family, for Terab was born
within one hundred ninety three Years after the

Flood, and one hundred fifty feven Years before

Noah was dead ; and even Abram himfelf was

eight and fifty Years old before Noah died, and

yet Idolatry had been then, in all probability,
above an hundred Years pradifed in the World.

N. B. It is worth Remark here, what a ter

rible Advantage the Devil gain d by the de

bauching poor Noah, and drawing him into

the Sin of Drunkennefs 5 for by this, as I

faid, he filenc d and flop d the Mouth of

the great Preacher of Righteoufnefs, that

Father and Patriarch of the whole World,
who not being able for the Shame of his

own foul Mifcarriage, to pretend to inftruft

or reprove the World any more, the Devil

took hold of them immediately, and for

want of a Prophet to warn and admonifh,
ran that little of Religion which there might
be left in Shem and Japhet^ quite out of the

World, and delug d them all in IDOLATRY.

How long the whole World may be faid to be

thus overwhelmed in Ignorance and Idolatry, we

may make fome tolerable guefs at by the Hiftory
of Abraham ; for it was not till God call d him
from his Father s Houfe, that any fuch Thing as a

Church
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Church was eftablinYd in the World $ nor even

then, except in his own Family and Succeflors for

almoft four hundred Years after that Call ; and

till God brought the Ifraelites back out oF Egypt ,

the whole World may be faid to be involved in

Idolatry and Devil worfhip.
So abfolute a Conqueft had the Devil made

over Mankind immediately after the Flood, and

all taking its Rife and Beginning at the fatal De
feat ofNoab, who had he liv d untainted and in

vulnerable, as he had done for fix hundred Years

before, would have gone a great way to have

ilem d the Torrent or Wickednefs which broke

in upon Mankind
&amp;gt;

and therefore the Devil^ I fay,
was very cunning and very much in the Right
of it, take him as he is a meer Devil^ to attack

Noah perfonally, and give him a Blow- fo foon.

It is true, the Devil did not immediately raze out

the Notion of Religion and of a GOD from
the Minds of Men, nor could he eafily fupprefs
the Principle of Worfhip and Homage to be paid
to a Sovereign Being, the Author of Nature and

Guide of the World
&amp;gt;

the Devil faw this clearly
in the firft Ages of the new World, and there

fore, as I have faid, he proceeded politically and

by Degrees : That it was fo, is evident from the

Story of Job and his three Friends, who, if we
may take it for a Hiftory, not a Fable, and may
judge of the Time of it by the Length of Job s

Life, and by the Family of Eliphaz the femanite^
who it is manifeft was at lead Grandfon or Great
Grandfon to Efau Ifaac s eldefl Son, and by the

Language of Ablmilech King of Gerar to .Abra-

haW) and of Laban to Jacob^ both the Latter

being at the fame Time Idolaters
&amp;gt;

I fay, if we
may judge of it by all thefe, there were ftill very
found Notions of Religion in the Minds of Men 5

nor could Satan with all his Cunning and Policy
deface
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deface thofe Ideas^ and root them out of the

Minds of the People.
And this put him upon taking new Meafures

to keep up his Intereft and prelerve the Hold
he got upon Mankind

-,
and his Method was

like himfelf, fubtle and politick to the lall De
gree, as his whole Hiftory makes appear &amp;gt;

for fee

ing he found they could not but believe the Being
of a God, and that they would needs worfhip fome-

thing, it is evident, he had no Game left him to

play but this, namely, to fet up wrong Notions
ofWorfhip, and bring them toafalfe Worfhip in-

ftead of a True, fuppofing the Object worfnip d
to be flill the fame.

To finifh this Stratagem, he firftinfinuates that

the true God was a terrible, a dreadful, unap
proachable Being 5 that to fee him was fo fright

ful, that it would be prefent Death ; that to wor

fhip him immediately, was a Prefumption which
would provoke his Wrath ; and that as he was a

confuming Fire in himfelf, fo he would burn up thofe

in his Anger that dar d to offer up any Sacrifice to

him, but by the Interpolation of fome Medium
which might receive their Adorations in his Name.
Hence it occur d prefently, that fubordinate

Gods were to be found out and fet up, to whom
the People might pay the Homage due to the

fuprcme God, and who they might worihip in

his Name } this I take from the moft ancient Ac
count of Idolatry in the World 5 nor indeed could
the Devil himfelf find out any other Reafon why
Men ihould Cannonife or rather Deify their Princes

and Men of Fame, and worfhip them after they
were dead, as if they could fave them from Death
and Calamity, who were not able to fave them-
felves when they were alive ; much lefs could
Satan bring Men to fwallow fo grofs, fo abfurd a

Thing as the bowing the Knee to a Stock or a

Stone,
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Stone, a Calf, an Ox5 a Lion, nay the Image or

Figure of a Calf, fuph as the IJraelites made at

Mount Sinaii and fay, Thefe be thy Gods, O Ifrael,

who brought tbce out of the Land of Egypt.

Having thus, I fay, brought them to fatisfy

themfelves that they worfhip d the true God and no

other, under the Figures and Appearances which

they made to reprefent him, it was eafy after that

to worfhip any thing for the true God j and thus

in a few Ages they worfhip d nothing but Idols,

even throughout the whole World 5 nor has the

Devil loft this hold in fome Parts of the World,

nay not in moft Parts of the World to this Dayj
He holds dill all the Eaftern Parts otAfea, and the

Southern Parts of Africa, and the Northern Parts

ofEurope, and in them the vaft Countries of China

and fartary. Perfect and India, Guinea^ Ethiopia,

Zanquebar, Congo, Angola, Monomotapa, &c. in

all which, except Ethiopia^ we find no Veftiges of

any other worfhip but that of Idols, Monfters,
and even the Devil himfelf 5 till after the very

coming of our Saviour, and even then, if it be

true that the Gofpel was preach d in the Indies

and China by St. ffomas, and in other remote

Countries by other of the Apoftles 5 we fee that

whatever Ground Satan loft, he feems to have

recovered it again j and all AJia and Africa is

at prefent overrun with Paganifm or Mahome-
tanifm, which I think of the two is rather the

worft y Befides all America, a Part of the World, as

fome fay, equal in Bignefs to all the other, in which
the Devil s Kingdom was never interrupted from
its firft being inhabited, whenever it was, to the

firft Difcovery of it by the European Nations in

the (ixteenth Century.
In a Word, the Devil got what we may call

an entire Victory over Mankind, and drove the

Worfhip of the true God, in a Manner quite
out
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out ofthe World, forcing, as it were, his Maker
in a new kind of Creation, the old one proving
thus ineffe&ual to recover a certain Number by
Force and meer Omnipotence to return to their

Duty, ferve him and worfhip him 5 But of that

hereafter.

CHAP. XI.

Of God s calling a Church out of the midjl

ofa degenerate World, and of Satan s new

Meafures upon that Incident : How he

attackd them immediately* and his Sue-

cefs in thofe Attacks.

SAtan
having, as I have faid in the preceding

Chapter, made, as it were, a full Conqueft of

Mankind, debauch d them all to Idolatry, and

brought them at lead to worfhipingthe true God
by the wretched Medium of corrupt and idola

trous Reprefentations &amp;gt;

God feem d to have no
true Servants or Worfhippers left in the World,
but if I may be allow d to fpeak fo, was oblig d, in

order to reftore the World to their Senfes again,
to call a felect Number out from among the reft,
who he himfelfundertook iTiould own his Godhead
or fupreme Authority, and worfhip him as he

requir d to be worfhip dj this, I fay, God was

oblig d to do, becaufe tis evident it has not been
done fo much by the Choice and Council of Men,
for Satan would have over-ruVd that Part

9 as by
the Power and Energy of fome irrefiftible and
invincible Operation, and this our Divines give
high Names to 3 but be it what they will, it is the

fecond Defeat or Difappointment that the Devil

4 has
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he met with in his Progrefs in the World j the

firft I have fpoken of already.
It is true, Satan very well underftood what

was threatn d to him in the original Promiic to

the Woman, immediately after the Fall, namely,

tboujhalt bruife his Head, Sec. but he did riot ex

pect it fo fuddenly, but thought bimfelf fure of

Mankind, till the Fullnefs of Time when the

Meffiah fhould comej and therefore it was a great

Surprize to him, to fee that Abraham being call d
was fo immediately received and eilablifh d, tho*

he did not fo immediately follow the Voice that

directed him, yet in him, in his Loins was all

God s Church at that time contained.

In the calling Abraham, it is eafy to fee that

there was no other way for God to form a

Church, that is to fay, to fingle out a People to

himfelf, as the World was then dated, but by
immediate Revelation and a Voice from Heaven :

All Mankind were gone over to the Enemy, ovef-

whelm d in Idolatry, in a Word, were engag d
to the Devil-, God Almighty, or as the Scrip
ture diftinguifhes \nm,the Lord, the true GOD, was
out of the Queflion ; Mankind knew little or

nothing of him, much lefs did they know any
thing of his Worfhip, or that there was fuch a

Being in the World.
Well might it be faid the Lord appeared to

Abraham, 6en. xii. 7. for if God had not ap-
pear d himlelf, he muft have fent a Meflenger
from Heaven, and perhaps it was fo too, for he had
not one true Servant or Worihiper that we
know of then on Earth, to fend on that Errand j

no Prophet, no Preacher of Righteoufnefs, Noah
was dead, and had been fo above feventeen Year j

and if he had not, his preaching, as I obferved
after his great Mifcarriage, had but little Effet }

we are indeed told, that Noah left behind him
certain



of the DE V IL. ist

certain Rules and Orders for the true Worfhip
of GOD, which were call d the Precepts ofNoah,
and remain d in the World for a long Times tho*
how written, when neither any Letters, much
lefs Writing were known in the World, is a

Difficulty which Remains to be folv dj and this
makes me look upon thofe Laws call d the Pre
cepts of Noab to be a modern Invention, as I do alib
the Alphabetttm Noachl^ which Eocbart pretends
to give an Account of

But to leave that Fiflion, and come back to
AbrahamiGod call d him, whether at firit byVoice
without any Vifion, whether in a Dream or Night
Viiion, which was very Significant in thofe Days,
or whether by forne awful Appearance, we
know not ; the fecoiid Time, tis indeed faid ex-
prefsly GOD appeared to him ; Be it which Way
it will, GOD himfelf call d him, fhew d him the
Land of Canaan, gave him the Promife of it for
his Pofterity, and withal gave him fuch a Faith
that the Devil foon found there was no room for
him to meddle with Abraham. This is certain
we do not read that the Devil ever fo -much as

attempted Abrahams.
all&amp;gt; fome will fuggeft that

the Command to Abraham to go and offer up his
Son Ifaac, was a Temptation of the Devil, if pof-
iible to defeat the glorious Work of GOD S call

ing a holy Seed into the World; for the /fry? if
Abraham had difobey d that Call, the new Fa
vourite had been overcome and made a Rebel of
or fecondly, if he had obeyed, then the promised
Seed had been cutoff, and Abraham defeated 3 but
as the Text is exprefs that GOD himfelf propofed
it to Abraham, I {hall not ftart the Suggeftions
of the Criticks, in Bar of the facred Oracle.
Be it one way or other, Abraham fhew d a

Hero-like Faith and Courage, and if the Devil
had been the Author of

it, he had feen himfelfM
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difappointed in both his Views

&amp;gt; (i.)by Abraham s

ready and bold Compliance, as believing it to

be GOD S Command 5 and (i.) by the divine Coun
termand of the Execution, juft as the fatal Knife

was lifted up.
But if the Devil left Abraham, and made no

attack upon him, feeing him invulnerable, he made
himfelf amends upon the other Branch of his Fa

mily, his poor Nephew LOT
&amp;gt; who, notwit(land

ing he was fo immediately under the particular
Care of Heaven, as that the Angel who was fent

to deftroy Sodom^ could do nothing till he was
out of it

&amp;gt;

and who, tho after he had left Zoar,
and was retir d into a Cave to dwell, yet thefubtle

Devil found him out, deluded his two Daughters,
took an Advantage of the Fright they had been

in about Sodom and Gomorrah^ made them be

lieve the whole World was burnt too, as well

as thofe Cities, and that in fhort, they could

never have any Husbands, 6cc. and fo in their

abundant Concern to repeople the World, and

that the Race of Mankind might not be deftroy-

ed, they go and lie with their own Father-, the

Devil telling them doubtleis how to do it, by in

toxicating his Head with Wine 5 in all which

Story, whether they were not as drunk as their

Father, feems to be a Queition, or elfe they could

not have fuppofed all the Men in the Earth were
confum d, when they knew that the little City
Zoar had been preferv d for their Sakes.

This now was the third Conqueil Satan ob-

tain d by the Guft of humane Appetite &amp;gt;

that is

to fay, once by Eating and twice by Drinking, or

Drunkennefs, and {till the laft was the worft and
moft fhameful

&amp;gt;

for Lot^ however his Daughters
manag d him, could not pretend he did not un-
derfland what the Strength of Wine was 5 and
one would have thought after fo terrible a Judg

ment
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ment as that of Sodom was, which was, as we may
fay,

executed before his Face, his Thoughts
fhould have been too folemnly engag d in praif-

ing God for fparing his Life, to be made drunk,
and that two Nights together.

But the Devil pJay d his Game fure, he fet his

two Daughters to work, and as the Devil s In-

ftruments feldom fail, fo he fecur d his by that

hellifh Stratagem of deluding the Daughters, to

think all the World was confum d but they two
and their Father : To be fure the old Man could

not fufpecl: that his Daughters Defign was fo

wicked as indeed it was, or that they intended to

debauch him with Wine, and make him drink till

he knew not what he did.

Now the Devil having carried his Game here,

gain d a great Point ; for as there were but two re

ligious Families in the World before, from whence
a twofold Generation might be fuppoled to rife

religious and righteous like their Parents, (viz.)
that of Abraham and this of Lot ; this Crime
ruin d the Hopes of one of them

&amp;gt;

it could no
more be (aid that juvt Lot was in Being, who
vex d his righteous Soul from Day to Day with
the wicked Behaviour of the People of Sodom $

righteous Lot was degenerated into drunken in-

ceituous Lot) LOT fallen from what he was, to be
a wicked and unrighteous Man -

9 no pattern of

Virtue, no Reprover of the Age, but a poor fal

len Degenerate Patriarch, who could now no
more reprove or exhort, but look down and be
afham d, and nothing to do but to repent &amp;gt;

and

fee the poor mean Excufes of all the three.

Eve fays, The Serpent beguiled me^ and I did eat.

Noah lays, My Grand/on beguiFd m^ or the

Wind beguird me^ and I did drink.

M z Lot



i64 The HISTORY
Lot fays. My Daughters beguffd me^ and I aJfo

did drink.

It is obfervable, that as I faid above, Noah was

filenc d, and his Preaching at an
End,^

after that

one Action, fo the like may be faid of Lot ; and

in fhort, you never hear one Word more of either

of them after it 3 as for Mankind, both wereufe-

lefs to them, and as to themfelves, we never read

of any of their Repentance, nor have we much

Reafon to believe they did repent.

From this Attack of the Devil upon Lot^ we

hear no more of the Devil being fo bufily em

ploy d as he had been before in the World; he

had indeed but little to do, for all the reft of the

World was his own, lull d alleep under the Witch

craft of Idolatry, and are fo ftill.

But it could not be long that the Devil lay

idle j as foon as God call d himfelf a People,

the Devil could not be at Reft till he attacked

them.

c Wherever God fets up aHoufe ofPrayer,
c The Devil always builds a Chapel there.

Abraham indeed went off the Stage free, and fo

did Ifaac too, they were a Kind of firft Rate

Saints , we do not fo much as read of any failing

they had, or of any Thing the &quot;Devil had ever

the Face to offer to them 3 no, or with Jacob

either, if you will excufe him for beguiling his

Brother Efau, of both his Birthright and his Blef-

fing, but he was bufy enough with all his Chil

dren
&amp;gt;

for Example,

He fent Judah to his Sheep-{hearing, and

placed aWhore (famar) in hisWay, in the Po(-

ture
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ture ofTemptation, fo made him commit In-

cefr. and Whoredom both together.
Hefent inceftuous Reubenio lie with his Father s

Concubine Billah.

He fent Dinah to the Ball, to dance with the

Sichemite Ladies, and play the Whore with
their Matter.

He enrag d Simeon and Levi^ at the fuppofed

Injury, and then prompted them to Revenge,
for which their Father heartily curfed them.

He fet them all together to fall upon poor
Jofeph^ fir ft to murther him intentionally,
and then actually fell him to the Midia-
nites.

He made them {hew the Party- coloured Coat,
and tell a lie to their Father, to make the

poor old Man believe Jofefh was kill d by a

Lion, &c.
He fent Potiphar s Wife to attack Jofeph s

Chaftity, and filFd her with Rage at the Dif-

appointment.
He taught Jofeph to fwear by the Life of Pha*

roab.

In a Word, he debauch d the whole Race, ex

cept Benjamin^ and never Man had fuch a Set of

Sons, fo wicked and fo notorious, after fo good
an Introduction into the World as they all of
them had, to be fure 5 for Jacob^ no doubt, gave
them as good Inftru&ion as the Circumitances
of his wandring Condition would allow him
to do.

We muft now confider the Devil and his Af
fairs in a quite differing Situation: When the

World firil appeared peopled by the creating
Power of God, he had only Adam and Eve to

take care of, and I think he ply d his Time with

them to purpofe enough : After the Deluge he ha4
M 5 Noah
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Noah only to pitch upon, and he quickly conquer d

him by the Inftigation of his Grand/on.
At the Building of Babel he guided them by

their acting all in a Body as one Man 3 fo that in

fhort he managed them with eafe, taking them as a

.Body politic j and we find they came into his Snare

as one Man
&amp;gt;

but Now, the Children offfrael multi

plying in the Land oftheir Bondage, and God feem-

ing to fhew a particular Concern for them, the

Devil was obliged to new Meafures, Hand at a

Di (lance, and look on for fome Time.
The Egyptians were plagued even without his

Help, nor tho the cunning Artift, as I (aid, flood

and looked on, yet he durfl not meddle ; nor could

he make a few Lice, the lead and meancil of the

Armies of Infects raifed to afflict the Egyptians.

However, when he perceiv d that God refolv-

ed to bring the Ifraelites out, he prepared to at

tend them, to watch them, and be at Hand up
on all the wicked Occafions that might offer, as

if he had been fully fatisfied fuch Occafions would

offer, and that he fhould not fail to have an Op
portunity to draw them into fome Snare or another,
and that therefore it was his Bufinefsnot to be out
of the Way, but to be ready (as we fay) to make
his Market of them in the befl Manner he could :

How many Ways he attempted them, nay, how
many Times he conquered them in their Journey,
we {hall fee prefently.

Firft he put them in a fright at Baal-Zephon^
where he thought he had drawn them into a Noofe,
and where he tent Pharoah and his Army to block
them up between the Mountains of Piahiroth
and the Red Sea j but there indeed Satan was
outwitted by Mofes, fo far as it appeared to be
a humane Action, for he little thought of their

going dry footed thro* the Sea, but depended up
on having them all cut in Pieces the next Morn

ing
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ing by the Egyptians 5 an eminent Proof, by the

Way^ that the Devil has no Knowledge of Events,

or any Infight into Futurity j nay that he has not

fo much as a fecond Sight, or knows to Day what
his Maker intends to do to Morrow j for had

Satan known that God intended to Ford them over

the Sea, if he had not been able to have prevent
ed the Miracle, he would certainly have prevent
ed the Efcape, by fending out Pharoah and his

Army time enough to have taken the Strand be

fore them, and fo have driven them to the Ne-

ceffity of travelling on Foot round the North
Point of that Sea, by theWildernefs of Etan, where

he would have purui d and harrafs d them with his

Cavalry, and in all Probability have deftroy d them :

But the blind fhort-fighted Devil, perfectly in the

Dark, and unacquainted with Futurity, knew no

thing of the Matter, was as much deceived as

Pharoah himfelf, flood ftill flattering himfelfwith

the Hopes of his Booty, and the Revenge he

fhould take upon them the next Morning j till he

faw the frighted Waves in an Uproar, and to his

utter Aftoniihment and Confufion faw the Paf-

fage laid open, and Mofes leading his vaft Army
in full March over the dry Space ^ nay even then

tis very propable Satan did not know that if the

Egyptians follow d them, the Sea would return

upon and overwhelm them j for I can hardly
think fo hard of the Devil himfelf, that if he had,
he would have fuffer d, much lefs prompted Pha
roah to follow the Chafe at fuch an Expence

-

y fo

that either he mufl be an ignorant unforefeeing

Devil, or a very ungrateful falfe Devil to his

Friends the Egyptians.
I am enclin d alfo to the more charitable Opini

on of Satan too, becaufe the Efcape of the Ifraetites

was really a Triumph over himfelf 5 for theWar was

certainly his, or at lead he was auxiliary to Pharoah^
M 4 it
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it was a Victory over Hell and Egypt toge
ther, and he would never have fuffer d the Dif-

grace, if he had known it beforehand
-&amp;gt;

that is to

lay, tho he could not have prevented the Efcape
of Ifrael) or the dividing the Water, yet he might
have wairn d the Egyptians, and cautioned them
not to venture in after them.

But we fhall fee a great many weak Steps
taken by the Devil in the Affair of this very Peo

ple and their forty Years Wandring in the Wil-
tiernefsj and tho he was in fome things fuccefs-

ful, and wheedled them into many foolifh and
miferable Murmurings and Wranglings agajnft
God, and Mutinies againft poor Mofe^ yet the
Devilwas oftentimes baulk d and difappointed &amp;gt;

and
tis for this Reafon that I choofe to finifh the firft

Part of his Hiftory with the particular Relation
of his Behaviour among the Jews, becaufe alfo,we do not find any extraordinary Things happen
ing any where elfe in the World for above one
thoufand five hundred Years, no Variety, jio Re
volutions 5 all the Red of Mankind lay ft ill under
his Yoke, quietly fubmitted to his Government,
did jufl as he bad them, worfhip d every Idol
he fee up, and in a Word, he had no Difficulty
with any Body but the Jews, and for this Reafon,
I

fay, this Part of his Story will be the more life-

ful and
inftru&ing.

To return therefore to M&fes and his dividing
the Red Sea , that the People went over or thro
it., that we have the facred Hiftory for; but how
the Devil behav d, that you muft come to me
for, or I know not where you will find a true
Accobnt of it, at leaft not in Print.

?. It was in the Night they march d thro s

whether the Zfcw/faw it in the Dark or no, that s

pot my Bufincfi,

But
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ut when he had Day-Light for it, and view d

the next Day s Work, I make no Queftion but all

Hell felt the Surprife, the Prey being thus fnatch d
out of their Hands unexpe&edly. Tis true the

Egyptians Holt was lent to him in theirRoom, but
that was not what he aim d at 5 for he was fure

enough of them his own Way, and if it was not

juft at that Tiwe^ yet he knew what and who they
were -

y but as he had devour d the whole Jfraelt-

tijh Hoft in his Imagination, to the Tune of at

leaft a Million and a half of Souls
&amp;gt; Men., Wo

men and Children j it was, no doubt, a great Di

appointment to the Devil to mifs of his Prey, and to

fee them all triumphing on the other Side in Safety.
It is true, Satan s Annals do not mention this

Defeat, for Hiilorians are generally backward to

regifter their own Misfortunes $ but as we have
an Account of the Fa6b from other Hands, fo

as we cannot queftion the Truth of it j the Na
ture of the Thing will tell us it was a Difappoint-
ment to the Devil, and a very great one too.

I cannot but obferve here, that I think this

Part of the Devil s Story very entertaining, ber
caufe of the great Variety of Incidents which ap
pear in every Part of it

&amp;gt;

fometimes he is like a

hunted Fox, curvetting and counter-running to
avoid his being purfued&quot;

and found out, while at

the fame time he is carrying on his fecret Defigns
to draw the People he pretends to manage, into

fpme Snare or other to their Hurt 5 at another

time, tho the Comparifon is a little too low for
his Dignity, like a Monkey that has done Mil-

chief, and who making his own Efcape fits and
chatters at a Diftance, as if he had triump d in

what he had done 5 fo Satan, when he had drawn
them in to worfhip a Calf, to offer ftrange Fire,
to (et up a Schifm, and the like j and fo to bring
the Divine Vengeance upon themfelvcs3 leaving

3
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them in their Diftrefs, kept at a Diftancc, as i

he look d on with Satisfaction to fee them Burnt*

fwallow d up, fwept away, and the like 5 as the

feveral Stories relate.

His indefatigable Vigilance is, on the other

hand, a ufeful Caveat, as well as an improving
View to us

&amp;gt;

no (boner is he routed and cxpos d,
defeated and difappointed in one Enterprise, but
he begins another, and, like a cunning Gladiator,

warily defends himfelf, and boldly attacks his Ene

my at the fame time. Thus we fee him, up and down,
conquering and conquered, thro this whole Part

of his Story, till at laft he receives a total De
feat -

9 of which you fhall hear in its place : In the

mean time, let us take up his Story again at the

Red Sea9 where he receiv d a great Blow, inilead

of which he expected a compleat Victory &amp;gt;

for

doubtlefs the Devil and the King of Mgypt too,

thought of nothing but Conqueft at Piahiroth.

However, tho the Triumph of the Ifraelites

over the Egyptians muft needs be a great Morti
fication to the Devil, and exafperated him very
much, yet the Confequence was only this, viz.

that Satan^ like an Enemy who is baulk d and

defeated, but not overcome, redoubles his Rage,
and reinforces his Army, and what the Egyptians
could not do for him, he refolves to do for him
felf 5 in order then to take his Opportunity for

what Mifchief might offer, being defeated, and

provok d, I fay, at the Slur that was put upon him,
he refolves to follow them into the Wildernefs,
and many a vile Prank he plaid them there

&amp;gt;

as

firft, he ftraitens them for Water, and makes
them murmur againft GOD, and againft- Mofes^
within a very few Days, nay, Hours, of their

great Deliverance of all.

Nor was this all, but in lefs than one Year more
we find them, (at his Inftigation too) fetting up

4 a golden
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a golden Calf^ and making all the People dance

about it at Mount Sinai $ even when God himfelf

had but juft before appear d to them in the Ter
rors of a burning Fire upon the Top of the

Mountain j and what was the Pretence ? Truly,

nothing but that they had loft Mofes, who ufed

to be their Guide, and he had hid himfelf in the

Mount, and had not been feen in forty Days, fo

that they could not tell what was become of him.

This put them all into Confufion $ a poor Pre

tence indeed, to turn them all back to Idolatry !

but the watchful Devil took the Hint, pufh d the

Advantage, and infinuated that they (hould never

fee Mofes again, that he was certainly devour d by
venturing too near the Flafhes of Fire in the

Mount, and prefuming upon the Liberty he had
taken before j in a word, that God had deftroyed

Mofes, or he was ftarved to Death for want of

Food, having been forty Days and forty Nights
abfent.

All thefe were, it s true, in themfelves moft
foolifh Suggeftions, confidering Mofes was ad

mitted to the Vifion of God, and that God had
been pleafed to appear to him in the moft inti

mate manner
&amp;gt;

that as they might depend God
would not deftroy his faithful Servant, fo they
might have concluded he was able to fupport his

Being without Food as long as he thought fit $

but to a People fo eafy to believe any thing, what
could be too grofs for the Devil to perfuade them
to?

A People who could dance round a Calf, and

call it their God, might do any things that could

fay to one another, that this was the Great JE
HOVAH, that brought them out of the Land of E-

gypt ; and that within fo few Days after God s

miraculous Appearance to them, and for them 5 I

fay, fuch a People were really fitted to be im-

pofed
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pofed upon, nothing could be too grofs for

them.
This was indeed his firft confiderable Experi

ment upon them as a People , or a as Body
-

y and

the Truth is, his Affairs required it, for &atanj

\vho had been a Succefsful Devil in moil of his

Attempts upon Mankind, could hardly doubt of

Succefs in any thing after he had carried his Point

at Mount Sinai : To bring them to Idolatry in the

very Face of their Deliverer, and juft after their

Deliverance ! It was more aftonifhing in the main

than even their paffing the Red Sea : In a Word,
the Devil s whole Hiilory does not furnifh us with

3. Story equally furpriting.

And how was poor Aaron bewilder d in it too ?

He that was A/0/w s Partner in all the great Things
that Mofes did in Pharaoh s Sight, and that was

appointed to be his Affiftant and Oracle, or Ora
tor rather) upon all public Ocean*ons ; that he,

above all the reft, fhould come into this abfurd

and ridiculous Propofal, he that was fingled out

for the facred Priefthood, for him to defile his

holy Hands with a polluted abominable Sacrifice,

and with making the Idol for them too, (for tis

plain that he made it,) how monftrous it was !

And fee what an Anlwer he gives to his Bro

ther Mofes , how weak ! how fimple ! I didfo and

fe, indeed^ \ bad them bring the Ear-rings, &c.
and I caft the Gold into the Fire, and // came out

tbis Calf. Ridiculous ! as if the Calf came out

by meer fortuitous Adventure, without a Mould
to caft it in j which could not be fuppofed : And
if it had not come out ib without a Mould, Mofes
would certainly have known of it j had Aaron
been innocent, he would have anfwered after

quite another manner, and told Mofes honeftly
that the whole Body of the People came to him
in a Fright, that they forced him to make them
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an Idol $ which he did, by making firft a pro

per Mould to caft it in, and then taking the pro

per Metal to caft it from : That indeed he had
finn d in fo doing, but that he was mobb d into

it, and the People terrified him, perhaps they
threatned to kill him ; and if he had added, that

the Dwil prompting his Fear beguiPd him, he
had faid nothing but what was certainly true$ for

if it was in Satan s Power to make the People in-

folent and outrageous enough to threaten and bully
the old venerable Prophet (for he was not yet a

Prieft) who was the Brother of their Oracle Mo-
feS) and had been Partner with him in fo many of
his Commiffions

-,
I fay, if he cou d bring up the

Paffions of the People to a Height to be rude and

unmannerly to him (Aaron) and perhaps to threat

en and infult him, he may be eafily iiippos d to

be able to intimidate Aaron^ and terrify him into

a Compliance.
See this cunning Agent, when he has Man s

Deftruciion in his View, how fecurely he ac~b !

he never wants a handle 5 the beft of Men have
one weak place or other, and he always finds it

out, takes the Advantage of it, and conquers
them by one Artifice or another 5 only take it

with you as you go, tis always by Stratagem^
never by Force $ a Proof that he is not empower d
to ufe Violence : He may tempt, and he does

prevail $ but tis all Legerdemain^ tis all Craft and

Artifice, he is ftill ArajBoXn, the Calumniator and

Deceiver, that is, the Mifreprefenter $ he mifre-

prefents Man to GOD, and mifreprefents GOD to

Man\ alfo he mifreprefents Things i he puts falfe

Colours, and then manages the Eye to fee them
with an irnperfec~b View, raifing Clouds and Fogs
to intercept our Sight 5 in fhort, he deceives all

our Senies, and impofes upon us in Things which
otherwife would be the caueft to difcern and judge
of. And
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This indeed is in part the Benefit of the Devil s

Hiflory, to let us fee that he has ufed the fame Me
thod all along y and that ever fince he has had

any thing to do with Mankind, he has pra&is d

upon them with Stratagem and Cunning j alfo

tis obfervable that he has carried his Point bet

ter that way than he would have done by Fury
and Violence, if he had been allowed to make ufe

of it 5 for by his Power indeed he might have

laid the World defolate, and made a Heap of

Rubbifh of it long ago &amp;gt; but, as I have obferved

before, that would not have anfwered his Ends
half fo well, for by deflroying Men he would
have made Martyrs, and fent abundance of good
Men to Heaven, who would much rather have

died, than yielded to ferve him, and, as he aim

ed to have it, to fall down and worfhip him
&amp;gt;

I

fay, he would have made Martyrs, and that not

a few: But this was none of Satan s Bufinefs;
his Defign lies quite another

Way&amp;gt;
hisBufinefsis

to make Meny#, not to make them fuffer-y to

make Devils of them, not Saints ; to delude them,
and draw them away from their Maker, not fend

them away to him 5 and therefore he works by
Stratagem, not by Force.

We are now come to his Story, as it relates to

the Jewijh Church in the Wildernefs, and to the

Children of Ifrael in their travelling Circumftan-

ces 3 and this was the firft Scene of publick Ma
nagement that the Devil had upon his Hands in

the World
&amp;gt; for, as I have faid, /;// now, he dealt

with Mankind either in their feparate Condition,
one by one, or elfe carried all before him,engrof-

fing whole Nations in hisSyftems of Idolatry, and

overwhelming them in an ignorant Definition.

But having now a whole People as it were
fnatch d away from him, taken out of his Go
vernment, and, which was ftill worfe3 having a

View
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View of a Kingdom being fet up independent of

him, and fuperior to his Authority, it is not to

be wondred at if he endeavour d to overthrow

them in the Infancy of their Conftitution, and

tried all poffible Arts to bring them back into

his own Hands again.
He found them not only carried away from the

Country where they were even in his Clutches,

furrounded with Idols, and where we have Rea-

fon to believe the greater! part of them were pol

luted with the Idolatry of the Egyptians \ for we
do not read of any ftated Worfhip which they
had of their own, or if they did worfhip the

true God, we fcarce know in what manner they
did it y they had no Law given them, nothing
but the Covenant of Circumcifion, and even Mo-

fes himfelf had not ftrictly obferv d that, till he was

frighted into it 3 we read of no Sacrifices among
them, no Feafts were ordain d, no folemn Wor
fhip appointed, and how, or in what manner they

perform d their Homage, we know not 5 thePaf-

Fover was not ordain d till juft at their coming a-

way j fo that there was not much Religion among
them, at leaft that we have any Account of

&amp;gt;

and

we may fuppofe the Devil was pretty eafy with

them all the while they were in theHoufe of their

Bondage.
But. flow, to have a Million of People fetch d

out of his Hands, as it were all at once, and to

have the immediate Power of Heaven engaged
in it, and that Satan faw evidently God had fin-

gled them out in a miraculous manner to favour

them, and call them his own ; this allarm d him
at once, and therefore he refolves to follow them,

lay dole Siege to them, and take all the Meafures

poffible to bring them to rebel againfl, and dif-

obey GOD, that he might be provok d to deftroy
them

&amp;gt;

and how near he went to bring it to pafs,

we fhall fee prefently. This



I 76 The HISTORY
This making a Calf, and paying an idolatrous

Worfhip to it (for they afted the Heathens and
Idolaters, not in the

Jetting up the Calf only,
but in the manner of their Worshiping, viz.

Dancing and Mufick^ Things they had not been-

acquainted with in the Worihip of the true God)
I mention here, to obferve how the Devil not

only impofed upon their
Principles, but upon

their Senfes too 3 as if the awful Majefty ofHea
ven, whofe Glory they had feen in Mount Sinai,
where they flood, and whofe Pillar of Cloud and
Fire was their Guide and Prote&ion, would be

worfhip d by dancing round a Calf! and that not
a living Creature, or a real Calf, but the mere
Image of a Calf caft in Gold, or, as fome think,
in Brafs gilded over.

But this was the DeviFs Way with Mankind,
namely, to impofe upon their Senfes, and bring
them into the grofleft Follies and Abfurdities 5 and
then, having firft made them Fools, it was much
the eafier to make them Offenders.

In this very manner he a&ed with them thro
all the Courfe of their Wildernefs Travels 5 for
as they were led by the Hand like Children, de
fended by Omnipotence, fed by Miracles, in-
flrufted immediately from Heaven, and in all

things had Mofes for their Guide 3 they had no
room to mifcarry, but by acting the greater! Ab
furdities, and committing the grcateft Follies in
Nature j and even thefe, the Devil brought them
to be guilty of, in a

furprifing manner: i. As
GOD himfelf reliev d them in every Exigence,
and fupply d them in every Want, one would
think twas impoffible they fhould be ever brought
to queftion either his Willingnefs or his Ability,
and yet they really objected againft both j which
was indeed very provoking, and I doubt not,
that when the Devil had brought them to aft

m
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in fuch a prepofterous Manner, he really hoped
and believed God would be provok d effectually :

The Teftimonies of his Care of them, and Abi

lity to fupply them, were miraculous and unde

niable 5 he gave them Water from the Rock,
Bread from the Air, fent. the Fowls to feed them
with Flefh, and fupported them all the Way by
Miracles

&amp;gt;

their Health was preferv d, none were
lick among them, their clothes did not wear

out, nor their Shoes grow old upon their Feet
&amp;gt;

could any thing be more abfurd, than to doubt

whether he could provide for them who had ne

ver let them want for fo many Years ?

But the Devil managed them in fpight of Mi
racles j nor did he ever give them over till he had

brought fix hundred thoufand of them to pro
voke God fo highly that he would not fuffer a-

bove two of them to go into the Land of Pro-

mifej fo that in fhort, Satan gained his Point as

to that Generation, for all their CarcafTes fell in

the Wildernefs. Let us take but a fhort View-
to what a Height he brought em, and in what
a rude, abfurd Manner they acted 3 how he fee

them upon murmuring upon every Occafion,
now for Water, then for Bread j nay, they mur
mured at their Bread when they had it 5 Our Soul

Ioaths this light Bread.

He fow d the Seeds of Church-Rebellion in

the Sons of Aaron^ and made Nadab and Abihu
offer ftrange Fire till they were flrangely con-
fumed by Fire for the doing it.

He fet them a complaining at Taberah, and a

lufting for Flefti at the firft three Days Journey
from Mount Sinai.

He planted Envy in the Hearts of Miriam and

Aaron, againft the Authority of Mofes^ to pre
tend GOD had fpoke by them as well as by him,
till he humbled the Father, and made a Leper of
the Daughter. N He
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He debauched ten of the Spies, frighted them

with fham Appearances of Things, when they
went out to fearch the Land j and made them

fright the whole People out of their Underftand-

ing as well as Duty, for which fix hundred thou-

fond of their Carcafles fell in the Wildernefs.

He rais d the Rebellion of Korah, and the two
hundred and fifty Princes, till he brought them
to be fwallowed up alive.

He put Mofes into a Paffion at Meribah, and
ruffled the Temper of the meekeft Man upon
Earth, by which he made both him and Aaron
forfeit their Share of the Promife, and be ihut

out from the Holy Land.

He rais d a Mutiny among them when they
travelled from Mount Hor^ till they brought fiery

Serpents among them to deftroy them.

He tried to make Baalim the Prophet curfe

them, but there the Devil was diiappointed :

However, he brought the Midianites to debauch
them with Women, as in the Cafe of Zimri and

Casff.

He tempted Jlcban with the Wedge of Gold,
and the Babyknijh Garment, that he might take

of the accurfed thing, and be deftroy d.

He tempted the whole People, not effectually
to drive out the curfed Inhabitants of the Land
of Promife, that they might remain, and be
Goads in their Sides, till at laft they often op-

prefs d them for their Idolatry j and, which was

worfe, debauched them to Idolatry.
He prompted the Benjamites to refufe Satisfac

tion to the People, in the Cafe of the Wicked-
nefs of the Men of Gibeah, to the Deilrudion
of the whole Tribe, four hundred Men excepted
in the Rock Rimmon.
At laft he tempted them to rejecl:

the The

ocracy of their Maker, and call upon Samuel
2. to
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alfo fet on another Table, the Ladies being going
to Cards, alfo there were two large Candles in

Sconces over or near the Chimney, and one more
in a Looking-Glafs Sconce, on a Peer by the

Window.
With all this Apparatus^ the Company feparat-

ing fat down, the Gentlemen at their Table, and
the Ladies at theirs, to play as above; when after

fome time the Gentleman of the Houfe faid ha-

flily to a Servant, what a P ails the Candles ?

and turning to the Servant raps out an Oath or

two, and bids him fnitff the Candles^ for they
burnt as if the Devil was in the Room.
The Fellow going to fnurF one of the Candles,

(huffs it out, at which his M after being in a Paf-

fion the Fellow lights it again immediately at the

other Candle, and then being in a little hurrfr,

going to fnurF the other Candle fnuffed that out

too.

The firft Candle that was relighted (as is ufual

in fuch Cafes) burn d dim and dull for a good
while, and the other being out, the Room was
much darker than before, and a Wench that

flood by the Ladies Table, bawls out to her Mif-

trefs, Law Madam! the Candles burn blue; an

old Lady that fat by fays, ay Betty ! fo they do j

upon this one of the Ladies flans up, Mercy upon

us, fays flie, what is the Matter! In this unlucky
Moment another Servant, without Orders, went
to the great Peer Sconce, and becaufe, as he

thought, he would be fure to fnuff the Candle

well, he offers to take it down, but very unhap

pily, I fay, the Hook came out and down falls the

Sconce Candle and all, and the Looking-Glafs
broke all to pieces, with a horrible Noifej how

ever, the Candle falling out of the Sconce

did not go out, but lay on the Floor burning

dully, and as it is ufual on fuch Cafes, all on one

Side,
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Side, Betty cries out again. Law Madam^ that
Candle burns blue too j the very Moment fhe
faid -this, the Footman that had thrown down
the Sconce, fays to his fellow Servant, that came
to his Affiftance, I think the Devil is in the Candles
to Night, and away he run out of the Room, for
fear of his Mailer.

The old Lady, who, upon the Maid Betty s

Notion of the Candles burning blue, had her
Head jiift full of that old Chimney-Corner Story ,

the Candles burn blue when the Spirits are in the

Room, heard the Footman fay the Word Devil,
but heard nothing elfe of what he faid 5 upon this

fhe rifes up in a terrible Fright, and cries out that

the Footman faid the Devil was in the Room 5 as

fhe was$ indeed, frighted out of her Wits, fhe

frighted the Ladies moft terribly, and they all

ftarting up together, down goes the Card Table,
and put the Wax- Candles out.

Mrs. Betty^ that had frighted them all, runs

to the Sconce next the Chimney, but that hav

ing a long Snuff, fhe cried out it burnt blue too,
and fhe durft not touch it -

y in fhort, tho there

were three Candles left Hill burning in the Room,
yet the Ladies were all fo frighted, that they and
the Maids too run out of the Parlour fcreaming
like mad Folks. The Matter in a Rage kick d
his firft Man out of the Room, and the fecond

Man was run out to avoid, as I faid before, the

like, fo that no Servant was to be had, but all

was in Confufion.

The two other Gentlemen, who were fitting at

the firft Table, kept their Seats compofed and

cafy enough, only concerned to fee all the Houfe

in fuch a frights it was true, they faid, the Can
dles burnt dim and very oddly, but they could

hot perceive they burnt blue, except one of thofe

over the Chimney, and that on the Table, which
B b was
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was relighted after the Fellow had frmfFt it

out.

However, the Maid, the old Lady and the

Footman that pull d down the Sconce, all infill

that the Candles burnt blue^ and all pretend that

the Devil was certainly in the Room, and was the

Occafion of it j and they now came to me with
the Story, to deiire my Opinion of it.

This put me upon Enquiry into the Notion
of Candles burning blue when Spirits are in a

Room, which upon all the Search into Things,
that I am able to make, amounts to no more than

thisj that upon any extraordinary Emiffion of

fulphureous or of nitrous Particles, either in a clofe

Room, or in any not very open Place, if the

Quantity be great, a Candle or Lamp, or any
fuch little Blaze of Fire will feem to be, or to

burn blue j and if then they can prove that any
fuch Effluvia attends or is emitted from a Spirit,
then when SATAN is at Hand it may be fo.

But then tis begging the Queftion grofsly, be-
caufe no Man can aflure us that the Devil has

any fulphureous Particles about him.
It is true, the Candles burn thus in Mines and

Vaults, and damp Places ; and tis as true that

they will do fo upon Occafion of very damp,
ilormy and moift A&quot;*3 when an extraordinary

Quantity of Vapours are fuppofed to be difpers d

abroad, as was the Cafe when this happen d j and if

there was any Thing of that in it on that Monday
Night, the Candles might, perhaps, burn blue

upon that Occafion 5 but that the Devil was
abroad upon any extraordinary Bufinfes that Night,
that I cannot grant, unlefs I have fome better

TefHmony than the old Lady that heard the Foot
man s out-cry but by halves, or than Mrs. Betty^

who firft fancied the Candles burnt blue j fo I

muft fufpend my Judgment till I hear farther.

This
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This Story however may folve a great many of
thofe Things which

pafs for Apparitions in the

World, and which are laid to the Devil s Charge,
tho he really may know nothing of the Matter $

and this would bring me to defend Satan in many
Things, wherein he may truly be faid to fuffer

wrongfully &amp;gt;

and if I thought it would oblige
him, I might fay fomething to his Advantage
this Way j however, Til venture a Word or
two for an injur d Devil^ take it as you will.

Firft, it is certain, that as thislnviiibility of the

Devil is very much to our Prejudice, fo the Doc
trine of his Vifibility is a great Prejudice to him,
as we make Ufe of it.

By his Invifibility he is certainly vefted with
infinite Advantages againft us

-,
while he can be

prefent with us, and we know nothing of the

Matter, he informs himfelf of all our Mcafures,
and arms himfelf in the beft and moft fuitable

manner to injure and aflault us, as he can counter

act all our fecret concerted Defigns, difappoint all

our Schemes, and except when Heaven apparent

ly concerns it felf to over-rule him, can defeat all

our Enterprises, break all our Meafures, and do
us Mifchief in almoft every Part of our Life, and

all this, becaufe we are not privy to all his Mo
tions, as he is to ours.

But now for his Vifibility and his real Appear
ance in the World, and particularly among his

Difciples and Emiflaries, fuch as Witches and

Wizards, Demonaifts, and the like : Here, I think

Satan has a great deal of Lofs, fuffers manifeft

Injury, and has great Injuftice done him $ and,
that therefore I ought to clear this Matter up a

little, if it be poffible, to do Juftice to Satan, and

fet Matters right in the World about him, accord

ing to that ufeful old Maxim of fetting the Saddle

upon the right Horfe, or giving the Devil his due.

B b i Pirft,
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Firft, as I have faid) we are not to believe

every idle Head, who pretends even to converfc

Face to Face with the Devil) and who tells us,

they have thus feen him, and been acquainted
with him- every Day : Many of thefe Pretenders

are imnifeft Cheats 5 and, however, they would
have the Honour of a private Interest in him, and

boaft how they have him at their Beck, can call

him this Way, and fend him that, as they pleafe,

raife him and lay him when and how, and as often

as they find for their Purpofe 5 I fay, whatever

Boafls they make of this Kind, they really have

nothing of Truth in them.

Now the Injuries and Injufticedone to theZV*

vil) in thefe Cafes, are manifeft j namely, that

they entitle the Devil to all the Mifchief they
are pleated to do in the World

5-
and if they

commit a Murther or a Robbery, fire a Houfe,
or do any A6b of Violence in the World, they

prciently&quot;
are laid to do it by the Agency of theZ&amp;gt;^

vi!) and the Devil helps them
&amp;gt;

fo Satan bears the

Reproach, and they have all the Guilts this is,

(i.) a grand Cheat upon the World, and (2.) a

notorious Slander upon the Devil
&amp;gt;

and it would
be a public Benefit to Mankind, to have fuch would-
be-Devils as thefe turn d infide out, that we might
know when the Devil was really at work among
us, and when not ; what Mifchiefs were of his

doing, and which were not 5 and that thefe Fel

lows might not flip their Necks out of the Hal

ter, by continually laying the Blame of their

Wickednefs upon the Devil.

Not that the Devil is not very willing to have
his Hand in any Mifchkf, or in all the Mifchief
that rs done in the World -

9 but there are fomelow

priz d Rogueries that are too little for him, be
neath the Dignity of his Operation, and which
tis really a Scandal to the Devil to charge upon

him*
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turn. I remember the Devil had fuch a Cheat

put upon him in Eaft-Smithfield once, where a

Perfon pretended to converfe with the Devil Face
to Face, and that in open Day too, and to

caufe him to tell Fortunes, foretel Good and

Evil, &c. dilcover ftollen Goods, tell where

they were who Hole them, and how to find

them again, nay, and even to find out the Thieves j

but Satan was really flandered in the Cafe, the

Fellow had no more to do with the Devil than

other People, and perhaps not fo much neither:

This was one of thofe they call d CUNNING-MEN,
or at leaft he endeavoured to pafs for fuch a one

?

but twas all a Cheat.

Befides, what had the Demi to do to deteel:

Thieves, and reflore ftollen Goods? Thieving and

Robbing, Trick and Cheat, are part of the Craft

of his Agency, and of the Employments which it

ie hi$ Buiinefs to encourage; they greatly miftake

him, who think he will arlift any Body in fup-

preffing and detecting iiich laudable Arts and fuch

diligent Servants.

I won t fay, but the Devi!, to draw thefe Peo*

pie we call Cunning-Men, into a Snare, and to

pufh on his farther Defigns, may encourage them

privately, and in a manner that they themfclves

know nothing of, to make ufe of his Name, and

abufe the World about him, till at laft they may
really believe they do deal with the Devil, when
indeed tis only he deals with them, and they know-

nothing of the Matter.

In other Cafes he may encourage them in thefe

little Frauds and Cheats, and give them leave,,

as above, to make ufe of his Name to bring
them afterwards, and by Degrees to have a real

Acquaintance with him ; fo bringing the Jeft of

their Trade into Earnefr,, till at length prompt

ing them to commit fome great Villany, he fe-

B b 5 cures
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cures them to be his own, by their very Fear of

his leaving them to be expofed to the World j

thus he puts a Jonathan Wild upon them, and
makes them be the very Wretches they only pre
tended to be before : So old Parfons of Clithroe,

as Fame tells, was twenty five Years a Cunning-man^
and twenty two Years a Witch

&amp;gt;

that is to lay, for

five and twenty Years, he was only pretending to

deal with the Devil^ when Satan and he had no
manner of Acquaintance^ and he only put his

Legcr-de-wain upon the People in the Devil s

Name, without his leave j but at length the

Devil s Patience being tir d quite out, he told

the old Counterfeit, that in fhort, he had been
his ilalking Horfe long enough, and that now, if

he thought fit to enter himfelf, and take a Com-
mifHon, well and good 3 and he mould have a

Leafe to carry on his Trade for fo many Years

more, to his Heart s content 5 but if not, he
would expofe his Knavery to the World, for that

he mould take away his Peoples Trade no lon

ger ^ but that he (Satan) would fet up another in

his Room, that mould make a meer Fool of him,
and carry away all his Cuftomers.

Upon this, the old Man confider d of it, took
the Devil s Counfel, and lifted in his Pay -,

fo

he, that had plaid his Pranks twenty five Years
as a Conjurer, when he was no Conjurer, was
then forc d really to deal with the DEVIL, for

fear the People mould know he did not : Till now
he had ambo dexter^ cheated the Devil on one

Hand, and the People on the other 5 but the De
vil gain d his Point at lafl, and fo he was a real

Wizard ever after.

But this is not the only way the Devil is in-

jur d neither, for we have often found People
pretend upon him in other Cafes, and of nearer

.
Concern to him a great deal, and in Articles more

z Wcightyj
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Weighty, as in particular, in the great Bufinefs
of PofTeilion 5 it is true this Point is not thoro ly
underflood among Men, neither has the Devil

thought fit to give us thofc Illuminations about

it, as I believe he might do&amp;gt; particularly that

feat
and important Article, is not, for ought

can fee, rightly explained, namely j whether
there arc not two feveral Kinds of PoflefTion,

(viz.) fome wherein the Devil poflefTes us, and
fome in which we really poflefs the Devil 5 the

Nicety of which I doubt this Age, with all its

Penetration, is not qualified to explain, and a Dif-

fertation upon it being too long for this Work,
efpecially fo near its Conclufion, I am obHg^i to

omit, as I am alfo all the practical Difcourfes up
on the Ufefulnefs and Advantages of real Poflef-

fion, whether confider d one Way or other to

Mankind, all which I muft leave to hereafter.

But to come back to the Point in Hand, and
to confider the Injuftice done to the Devil, in

the various Turns and Tricks which Men put up
on him very often in this one Article (viz.) pretend

ing to Pofleflion, and to have the Devil in them,
when really it is not fo$ certainly the Devil mufl

take it very ill, to have all their demented, luna-

tick Tricks charg d upon him 5 fome of which,

nay, moft of which are fo grofs, fo fimple, fo

empty, and fo little to thePurpofe, that the Devil

muft be aiham d to fee fuch Things pafs in his

Name, or that the World Ihould think he was
concern d in them.

It is true, that Pofleffion being one of the

principal Pieces of the Devil s Artifice in his

managing Mankind, and in which, with the moflr

exquifite
skill he plays the Devil among us, he

has the more Reafon to be affronted when he

finds himfelf invaded in this Part, and angry that

any Body fhould pretend to poflefs, or be poflefs
d

B b 4 without
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without his leave
,
and this may be the Reafon

for ought we know, why fo many Blunders have

been made, when People have pretended to it

without him, and he lias thought fit not to

own them in it 3 of which we have many Ex
amples in Hiftory, as in Simon Magus^ the Devil

of London, the fair Maid of Kent, and feyeral

others, whofe Hiftory it is not worth while to

enlarge upon.
In ihort, Pofieffions, as I have faid, are nice

Things, as it is not fo eafy to mimick the Devil
in that Part, as it may be in fome other

&amp;gt; defign-

ing Men have attempted it often, but their man
ner has been cafily diiiinguifh d, even without the

Devil s Afliftance.

Thus the People of Salem in New-England
pretended to be bewitch d, and that a black Man
tormented them by the Inftigation of fuch and

fuch, whom they refoly d to bring to the Gal
lows : This black Man they would have be the

Devil) employed by the Perfon who they acciis d
for a Witch : Thus making the Devil a Page or

a Footman to the Wizard, to go and torment
whoever the faid Wizard commanded, till the

Devil himfclf was fo weary of the foolifh Part,
that he left them to go on their own Way, and
at laft they over-acted the murthering Part fo far,
that when they con fefs d themfelves to be Witches^
and poflefs d, and that they had Correfpondence
with the Devil, Satan not appearing to vouch
for them, no Jury would condemn them upon
their own Evidence, arid they could not get
themfelves ha-ng d, whatever Pains they took to

bring it to pafs.

^Thus you fee the Devil may be wrong d, and

falfely accus d in many Particulars, and often
has been fo ; there are likewife fome other forts

of counterfeit Devils in the World, fuch as Gyp-
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Jf.es9 Fortune-Tellers^ Foretellers of good and bad

Luck, Sellers of Winds, Raifers of Storms, and

many more, fome pra&is d among us, fome in

foreign Parts, too many almoft to reckon up ;

nay I almofl doubt whether the Devil himielf

knows all the Sorts of them 5 for tis evident he
has little or nothing to do with them, I mean
not in the Way of their Craft.

Thefe I take to be Interlopers, or with the

Guinea Merchants leave, feparate Traders, and

who act under the Skreen and Protection of Sa
tan s Power, but without his Licenfe or Autho

rity 5 no doubt thefe carry away a great deal of
his Trade, that is to fay, the Trade which other-

wife trie Devil might have carried on by Agents
of his own&amp;gt; I cannot but fay, that while thefe

People would fain be thought Devils, tho they

really are not, it is but juft they ihould be real

ly made as much Devils as they pretended to be,
or that Satan fhould do hitnfelf Juftice upon
them, as he threaten d to do upon old Parfons of

Clithroe abovemention d, and let the World know
them.

CHAP. XL

Of Divination, Sorcery, the Black-Art,

Tawawing, and fuch like ^Pretenders to

&amp;lt;De&amp;lt;vilifm,
and how far the Devil is or is

not concerned in them.

THO
I am writing the Hiftory of the De

vil,. I have not undertaken to do the like of

all the Kinds of People, Male or Female, who
fet up for Devils in the World : This would be

a Task for the Devil indeed, and fit only for him
to
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to undertake, for their Number is and has been

prodigious great, and may, with his other Legi
ons be rank d among the Innumerable.

What a World do we inhabit ! where there is

not only with us a great Roaring-Lyon-Devil

daily feeking whom of us he may devour, and in

numerable Millions of letter Devils hovering in

the whole Atmofphere over us, nay, and for ought
we know, other Millions always invifibly moving
about us, and perhaps in us, or atleaftin many of

us&amp;gt;
but that have, befides all thefe, a vaft many

counterfeit Hocus Poms Devils; human Devils, who
are vifible among us, of our own Species and Fra-

ternity,converiing with us upon all Occafions 5 who
like Mountebanks fet up their Stages in every
Town, chat with us at every Tea-Table, converfe

with us in every Coffee- Houfe, and impudently
tell us to our Faces that they are Devils, boaftof it,

and ufe a thoufand Tricks and Arts to make us

believe it too, and that too often with Succefs.

It muffc be confefs d there is a ftrong Propen-
fity in Man s Nature, efpecially the more igno
rant part of Mankind, to refolve every ftrange

Thing, or whether really flrange or no, if it be
but ftrange to us, into Devilifm, and to fay every

Thing is the Devil, that they can give no Ac
count of.

Thus the famous Doftors of the Faculty at

Pari^ when John Fauftus brought the firft print
ed Books that had then been fcen in the World, or

at leaft feen there, into the City, and fold them for

Manufcripts : They were furpriz d at the Perform

ance, and queftion d Fauftus about it ; but he af

firming they were Manufcripts, and that he kept
a great many Clarks employed to write them, they
were fatisfied for a while.

But looking farther into the Work, they ob-

ferv d the exacb Agreement of every Book, one

with



of the DEVIL. 379

with another, that every Line flood in the fame

Place, every Page a like Number of Lines, every
Line a like Number of Words $ if a Word was

mif-fpelt in one, it was mif-fpek alfo in all, nay,
that if there was a Blot in one, it was alike in

allj they began again to mufe, how this fhould
be ? in a Word, the learned Divines not being able

to comprehend the Thing (af^d that was always
fufficient) concluded it muft be the Devil, that

it was done by Magick and Witchcraft, and that

in fhort, poor Fauftus (who was indeed nothing
but a meer Printer) dealt with the Devil.

N. B. John Fauftus was Servant, or Journey
man, or Compofitor, or what you pleafe to

call it, to Kofter of Harlem, the firlt inven

tor of Printing $ and having printed the

Pfalter, fold them at Paris as Manufcriptsj
becaufe as fuch they yielded a better Price.

But the learned Dofbors not being able to un-

derfland how the Work was perform d, concluded

as above, it was all the Devil, and that the Man
was a Witch $ accordingly they took him up for a

Magician and a Conjurer, and one that work d by
the Black Art, that is to fay, by the help of the

Devil; and in a Word, they threatened to hang
him for a Witch, and in order to it, commenc d a

Procefs againft him in their criminal Courts, which
made fuch aNoife in the World as rais d the Fame
of poor John Fauftus to a frightful Height, till

at laft he was oblig d, for fear of the Gallows, to

difcover the whole Secret to them.

N. B. This is the true original of the famous

Dr. Fauftus or Fofter, of whom we have

believ d fuch flrange Things, as that it is

become a Proverb, as mat as the Devil and
Dr.
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Dr. Fofter : Whereas poor Fauftus was no

Do&or, and knew no more of the Devil

than another Body.

Thus the Magiftrates of Bern and Switzerland,

finding a Gang of French Acbors of Puppet-fhew
open d their Stage in the Town, upon hearing
the furpraing Accounts which the People gave
of their wonderful

Puppets,
how they made them

Ipeak, anfwer Questions, and dilcourfe, appear
and disappear in a Moment, pop up here, as if

they rife out of the Earth, and down there, as

if they vanifh d, and Abundance more Feats of

Art, cenfur d them as Demons
&amp;gt;

and if they had
not pack d up their Trinkets, and difappeared ai

med as dextroufly as their Puppets, they had

certainly condemned the poor Puppets to the Flames
for Devils, and cenfur d, if not otherwife pu-
niflied their Mailers. See the Count de Rochfart s

Memoirs, p, ijp.
Wonderful Operations aftonifh the Mind, e-

fpecially where the Head is not over-burthen 4
with Brains

&amp;gt;

and Cuflom has made it fo natural

to give the Devil either the Honour or Scandal

of every Thing, that we cannot otherwife Ac
count for, that it is not poflible to put the People
out of the Road of it.

The Magicians were, in the Chaldean Monar

chy, call d the Wife-men j and tho they are join
ed with the Sorcerers and Aftrologers in the lame

Place, Dan. ii. 4. yet they were generally fo un-

derftood among thofe People &amp;gt;

but in our Lan

guage we underiland them to be People that have

an Art to reveal Secrets, interpret Dreams, fore-

tcl Events, &c. and that ufe Enchantments and

Sorceries, by all which we underftand the fame

Thing , \vhich now in a more vulgar Way weex-

prcfs by one general conrfe Expreffion, Dealing
with the DEVIL. The
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The Scripture fpeaks of a Spirit of Dtoination,
xvi. 16. and a Wench that was pofTefs d by

this Spirit Brought her Mafter much Gain by South-

faying^ that is to fay, according to the Learned,

by Oracling or anfwering Queftions &amp;gt;

whence

you will fee in the Margin, that this fouthfaying
Devil is there call d Python, that is, Apollo, who is

often calPd Python, and who at the Oracle of Del-

$hos gave out fuch Anfwers and double Entendres,

as this Wench poffibly did 5 and hence all thofe

Spirits which were call d Spirits of Divination,
tvere in another Senfe call d Pythons.
Now when the Apoflle St. Paul came to fee

this Creature, this Spirit takes upon it to declare

that thofe Men, meaning St. Paul and Timo-

theus, were the Servants of the moft high God,
whichJhewd unto them the Way of Salvation-, this

Was a good turn of the Devil, to preferve his

Authority in the poflefs d Girl j fhe brought them
Gain by Southfaying, that is to fay, relblving dif

ficult Queftions, anfwering Doubts, interpreting

Dreams, &c. Among thefe Doubts, he makes
her give Teftimony to Paul and Timotheus, to

\vheedle in with the new Chriflians, and perhaps

(tho very ignorantly) even with Paul and Tirno-

theus thernfelves, fo to give a Kind of Credit and

Rcfpecl: to her for fpeaking.
But the Devil, who never fpeaks Truth, but

with fome finifler End, was difcover d here and de-

te&ed -

y his flattering Recognition not accepted, and

he himfelf unkenneled as he deferv d
&amp;gt;

there the De-

vil was over-fhot in his own Bow again.
Here now was a real Pofleflion, and the evil

Spirits who pofiefs d her, did ftoop to fimdry lit

tle Acts of Servitude, that we could give little

or no Reafon for, only that the Girl s Mafter might

get Money by herj but perhaps this was a par

ticular Cafe, and, prepar d to honour the Au-

l thority



3*2, The Modern HISTORY
thority and Power the Apoftles hud over evil Spirits-

But we find thefe Things carried a great Way
farther in many Cafes, that is to fay, wfcere the

Parties are thus really poffefs d
&amp;gt; namely, the De

vil makes Agents of the poffefs d Parties to do

many Things for the propagating his Intereft

and Kingdom, and particularly for the carrying
on his Dominion in the World : But I am for

the prefent not fo much upon the real Poffeffion

as the pretended, and particularly we have had

many that have believed themfelves poffefs d, when
the Devil never believed it of them, and perhaps
knew them better j fome of thefe are really poor
Devils to be pitied, and are what I call Diabks

Imaginaire 5 thefe have notwith {landing done the

Devil good Service, and brought their Mailers

good Gain by Southfaying.
We find Pofleflions acknowledged in Scripture

to be really and perfonally the Devil^ or accord

ing to the Text, Legions of Devils in the Plu
ral. The Devil or Devils rather, which poflef-
fed the Man among the Tombs, is

pofitively af-

firm d to be the Devil in the Scripture &amp;gt;

all the

Evangclifts agree in calling him fo, and his very
Works fliew it 5 namely, the Mifchief he did,
as well to the poor Creature among the Tombs,
\vho was made fa fierce, that he was the Terror
of all the Country, as to the Herd of Swine and
to the Country in the Lofs of them.

I might preach you a I^e&ure here of the

Devil s Terror upon the Approach of our Saviour,
the Dread of his Government, and how he ac-

knowledg d that there was a Time for his Tor
ment, which was not yet come : drt thou came to

torment us before our Utme? It is evident the De
vil apprehended that Chrift would chain them

up before the Day of Judgment $ and therefore

fome think the Devil here, being, as it were,

caught
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caught out of his due Bounds, poflefling the poorMan in fuch a furious manner, was afraid, and
petition d Chrift not to chain him up for

it, and
as the Text fays, They befought him to fuffer them
to go away, &c. that is to fay, when they fay,
art thou come to torment us before the Time?
the Meaning is, they begg d he would not caft
them into Torment before the Time, which was
already fix d 5 but that if he would caft them out
of the Man, he would let them go away, &c.
The Evangelift St. Luke fays, the Devil be-

fought him that he would not command them to go
out into the Deep : Our learned Annotators think
that part is not rightly rendered j adding, tshat they
do not believe the Devil fears drowning j but with

Submiffion, I believe the meaning is, that they
would not be confin d to the vaft Ocean, where
no Inhabitants being to be feen, they would be ef

fectually imprifon d and tied down from doing MiP
chief, which would be a Hell to them , as to their

going into the Swine, that might afford us fome

Allegory j but I am not difpofed to jefl with the

Scripture, no nor with the Devil neither, farther

than needs muft.

It is evident the Devil makes Ufe of very mean
Inftruments fometimes, fuch as the Damfel pofTefs d
with a Spirit of Divination, and feveral others.

I remember a Story, how true I know not, of
a weak Creature next Door to an Ideot, who
was eftablilli d in the Country for an Oracle, and

would tell People ftrange Things that fhould be,

long before they came to pafs ; when People were

lick, would tell them whether they fhould live

or die $ if People were married, tell how many
Children they fhould have 5 and a hundred fuch

Things as fill d the People with Admiration, and

they were the eafier brought to believe that the Girl

was poflefs dj but then they were divided about
her
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her too, and that was the fineft fpun Thread th fi

Devil could work, for he carried a great Point in

it 5 fome faid fhe had a good Spirit, and fome a

bad, fome faid fhe was a Prophetefs, and fome
that fhe was the Devil.

Now had I been there to decide the QuefKon,
I fhould certainly have given it for the latter 5 if

it were only upon this Account, namely, that

the Devil has often found Fools very neceflary

Agents for the propagating his Intereft and King
dom, but we never knew the good Spirits do fo

&amp;gt;

on the other Hand, it does not feem likely that

Heaven fhould deprive a poor Creature of its

Senfes, and as it were take her Soul from her,

and then make her an Inftrument of Initru&ion

to others, and an Oracle to declare his Decrees

by 5 this does not feem to be rational.

But as tar as this kind of Divination is in Uie
in our Days, yet I do not find room to charge
the DevilVith making any great Ufe of Fools,
unlefs it be fuch as he has particularly qualified
for his Work, for as to Ideots and Naturals^ they
are perfectly ufelefs to him

&amp;gt;

but a fort of Fools

call d the Magi, indeed, we have fome Reafon to

think he often works with.

We are not arrived to a certainty yet, in the fet

tling this great Point, namely, what Magick is ?

whether a diabolical Art or a Branch of the Ma-
thcrnaticks? Our moft learned Lexicon Technicum

is of the latter Opinion, and gives the Magic Square
and the Magic Lantern^ two Terms of Art.

The Magic Square is when Numbers in Arith

metical Proportion are difpos d into fuch Parallels

or equal Ranks, as that the Sums of each Row
as well Diagonally as Laterally ihall be all equal j

for Example, 2, 3, 4, f, &amp;lt;5, 7, 8, p, 10. Place

thefe Nine in a Square of three, they will direft-

ly and diagonally make 1 8. Thus^
This
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This he calls the Magic Square,
but gives no Reafon for the Term,
nor any Account of what infernal

Operations are wrought by this Con
currence of the Numbers

&amp;gt;

neither

do I fee that there can be any fuch
Ufe made of it.

The Magic Lantern is an optic Machine, by the

Means of which are reprefented, on a Wall in

the Dark, many Phantafms and terrible Appear
ances, but no Devil in all this, only that they are

taken for the Effects of Magic, by thofe that are

not acquainted with the Secret.

All this is done by the help of feveral little

painted Pieces of Glafs, only ib and fo fituated,

plac d in certain Oppositions to one another, and

painted with different Figures, the moil formida

ble being plac d foremoft, and fuch as are moil

capable of terrifying the Spectators
-

y and by this

all the Figures may be reprefented upon the op-

poilte Wall, in the Inrgeit Size.

I cannot but take Notice, that this very Piece

of optic Delufion feems too much akin to the

mock PofTeffions and infernal Accomplishments,
which mod: ofthe PofTeflionifts of this Age pretend

to, fo that they are mod of them meer Phantafms

and Appearances, and no more 5 Nor is the Spirit of

Divination, the Magic, the Necromancing, ard

other Arts which were call d Diabolical, found

to be of any Ufe in modern Practice, at lead, in

thefe Parts of the World 5 but the Devil feems to

do moft of his Work himfelf, and by fliorterMe
thods 5 for he has fo compleat an Influence among
thofe that he now Lifts in his Service, that he

brings all the common Affairs of Mankind into a

narrower Compafs in his Management, with a

C c Dexte-
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Dexterity particular to himfelf, and by which he

carries on his Interefl filently and furely, much
more to the Detriment of Virtue and good Go
vernment, and confequently much more to his

Satisfaction, than ever he did before.

There is a Kind of Magic or Sorcery^ or what
elfe you may pleafe to call it, which, tho un
known to us, is yet, it feems, flill very much en-

courag d by the Devil} but this is a greatWay off,

and in Countries where the politer Inftruments,
which he finds here, are not to be had j namely, a-

mong the Indians of North-America j This is call d

Pawawing} and they have their Divines, which

they call Pawaws or Witches, who ufe ftrange

Gefhires, Diflortions, horrid Smokes, Burnings,
and Scents, and feveral fuch Things which the

Sorcerers and Witches in antient Times are faid

to ufc in cafting Nativities, in Philtres, and in

determining, or as they pretended, directing the

Fate of Perfons ; by burning fuch and fuch Herbs
and Roots, fuch as Hele&ore

9 Wormwood, Storax,

JDevilworty Mandrake^ Nightjhade, and Abundance
more fuch, which are call d noxious Plants, or the

Product of noxious Plants -

y alfo melting fuch and
fuch Minerals, Gums, and poifonous Things,
and by feveral hellifh Mutterings and Markings
over them, the like do thefe Pawaws-y and the

Devil is pleafcd, it feems, (or is permitted) to fall

in with thefe Things, and as fome People think,

appears often to them for their Affiflance upon
thofe Occaiions.

But be thai as it will, he is eas d of all that

Trouble here
&amp;gt;

he can Patvaw here himfelf, with
out their aid, and having laid them all afide, he

negotiates much of his Bufinefs without Ambaf-
fadors j he is his own Plenipotentiary, for he finds

Man fo eafy to come at, and fo eafy when he is come
at, that he flands in no need of fecret Emiflaries,
or at Icail not fo much as he ufed to do. Upon
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^ Upon the whole, as the World, within the

Compafs of a few pafs d Years is advanced in all

Kinds of Knowledge and Arts, and every ufeful
Branch of what they knew before improv d, and
innumerable ufeful Parts of Knowledge, which
were coriceal d before are difcover d j why fhould
we think the Devil alone fhould fhnd at a flay,
has taken no Steps to his farther Accomplifh-
ment, and made no ufeful Difcoveries in his Way?
That he alone fhould ihnd at a Stay, and be juft
the fame unimprov d Devil that he was before ?

No, no, as the World is improv d every Day, and

every Age is grown wifer and wiferthan their Fa
thers

&amp;gt; fo, no doubt, he has beftirr d fiimfelf too,
in order to an encreafe of Knowledge and Difco-

very, and that he finds every Day a nearer Way
to go to work wirh Mankind than he had before.

Befides, as Men in general feem to have aher d
their manner, and that they move in a higher
and more exalted Sphere, efpecially as to Vice
and Virtue 5 fo the Devil may have been oblig
ed to change his Meafures, and alter his Way
of working j particularly, thofe Things which
would take in former Times, and which a ftupid

Age would come eafily into^ won t go down
with us now : As the tafte of Vice and Virtue alters,

the Devil is forc d to bait his Hook with new

Competitions ; the very Thing calPd Temptation
is alter d in its Nature, and that which ferv d
to delude our Anceftors, whofe grofs Concep
tions of Things caufed them to be manageable
with lefs Art, will not do now 5 the Cafe is quite
alter d j in fome Things, perhaps, as I hinted above,
we come into Crime with eafe, and may be led

by a Finger &amp;gt;

but when we come to a more

refin d Way of finning, which our Anceftors ne

ver underftood, other and more refin d Politics

xnufi be made Ufe of, and the Devil rws been put
C c z upon
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upon many ufeful Projects and Inventions, to

make many new Difcoveries and Experiments
to carry on his Affairs $ and to (peak impartially,
he is ftrangely improved either in Knowledge
or Experiment, within thefe few Years j he has

found out a great many new Inventions to

fhorten his own Labour, and carry on hisBuiinefs

in the World currently, which he never was
matter of before, or at lead we never knew he

was.

No wonder then that he has chang d Hands

too, and that he has left of pawawing in thefe

Parts of the World $ that we don t find our

Houfes difturb d as they tifed to be, and the Stools

and Chairs walking about out of one Room into

another, as formerly -,
that Children don t vomit

crooked Pins and nifty flub Nails, as of old,
the Air is not full of Noifes, nor the Church-
Yard full of Hobgoblins &amp;gt;

Ghofls don t walk
about in Winding-Sheets, and the good old

fcolding Wives vifit and plague their Husbands
after they are dead, as they did when they were
alive.

The Age is grown too wife to be agitated by
thefe dull fcare-crow Things which their Fore-

Fathers were tickled with
&amp;gt;

Satan has been oblig
ed to lay by his Puppet-fhews and his Tum
blers, thofe things are grown dale 5 his morrice-

dancing Devils, his mountebanking and quacking
won t do now$ thofe Things, as they may be fup-

pofed to be very troublefome to him, (and but
that he has Servants enough would be chargeable
too) are now of no great Ufe in the new Ma
nagement of his Affairs.

In a Word, Men are too much Devils them-

felves, in the Senfe that I have calPd them fo?

to be frighted with fuch little low priz d Ap
pearances as thefe 5 they are better acquainted with

the
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the old Arch-Angel than fo, and they Teem to
tell him they muit be treated after another man
ner, and that then, as they are good-natur d and

traceable, he may deal with them upon better
Terms.

Hence the Devil goes to work with Mankind
a much ihorter Way ; for inftead of the Art of

Wheedling and Whining, together with the la

borious Part of Tricking and Sharping, Hurry
ing and Driving, Frighting and Terrifying, all

which the Devil was put to the Trouble of be-

fore; in fhort, he acts the GRAND MANNER as

the Architects call it (I don t know whether our
Free-Mafons mayunderfcand the Word) and there

fore I may hereafter explain it, as it is to be Diabo

lically as well as mathematically underftood.

At prefent my meaning is, he a&amp;lt;5ts with them

immediately and perfonally by a magnificent Tranf-

formation, making them meer Devils to them-

felves, upon all needful Occafions, and Devils to

one another too, whenever he (Satan, has Need of
their Service.

This Way of embarking Mankind in the De-
viTs particular Engagement, is really very mo
dern} and tho the Devil himfelf may have been

long acquainted with the Method, and as I have

heard, began to practife it towards the Clofe of
the Roman Empire, when Men began to act up
on very polite Principles, and were capable of

the moft refin d Wickednefs, and afterwards with
ibme Popes, who likewife were a kind of Church

Devils, iuch as Satan himfelf could hardly expect
to find in the World; yet I do not find that he

was ever able to bring it into Praftice, at leaft, not

fo univerfally as he does now : But now the Cafe

is altered, and Men being generally more expert
in Wickednefs than they were formerly ; they
fuffer the fmaller Alteration of the Species,

in

C c J being
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being tranfmigrated -,
in a Word, they turn into

Devi Is
)
with no trouble at all hardly, cither to

the Devil or to themfelvcs.

This Particular would want much the left Ex

planation, could I obtain a Licenfe from Sir Hel

lebore Wormwood
J*&amp;gt;M\..

or from my Lord Ih wart-

cver^ Baron of Scoundrel Hall in the Kingdom
of Ireland^ write the trueHiilory of their own
Conduct^ and how early, and above all, how ca-

fily they commenc d Devils^ without the leaft

Impeachment of their Characters, as wife Men,
and without any Diminution of that Part of their

Denomination which eftablifh d them for Fools.

How many mad Fellows appear among us every

Day in the critical Juncture of their Tranfmi-

gration, juft when they have fo much of the

Man left as to be known by their Names, and

enough of the Devil taken up to fettle their Cha
racters ? This Eaiinefs of the Devil s accefs to

thefe People, and the great Convenience it is to

him in his general Buiinefs, is a Proof to me
that he has no more Occafion of Diviners, Magi
cians, Sorcerers, and whatever elfe we pleafc to

call thofe People who were formerly fo great with
him ; for what Occafion has he to employ Devils
and Wizards to confound Mankind, when be is

arriv d to fuch a Perfection of Art as to bring
Men, at leaft in thefe Parts of the World, to do it

all themfelvcs j upon this Account we do not find

any of the old Sorcerers and Diviners, Magici
ans or Witches appear among us $ not that the
Devil might not be as well able to employ fuch

People as formerly, and qualify them for the Em
ployment too, but that really there is no need of
them hereabout, the Devil having a fhorter Way,
and Mankind being much more eafily poflefs dj
not the old Herd of Swine were fooner agitated,
tho there was full 2000 of them together &amp;gt;

Na
ture
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ture has open d the Door, and the Devil has egrefs
End

regrefs atPleafure, fo that Witches and Divi
ners are quite out of the Queftion.
Nor let any Man be alarm d at this Alteration,

in the Cafe as it ftands between Mankind and the

Devil, and think the Devil having gain d fo

much Ground, may in time, by Encroachment,
come to a general PofTeffion of the whole Race,
and fo we fhould all come to be Devils incarnate j

I
fay, let us not be alarm d, for Satan does not

Set

thefe Advantages by Encroachment, and by
is infernal Power or Art, no not at all 5 but tis

the Man himfelfdoes it by his Indolence and Neg
ligence on one Hand, and his Complaifance to

the Devil on the other 5 and both Ways he, as it

were, opens the Door to him, beckons him with
his very Hand to come in, and the Devil has no

thing to do but enter and take PofTeflion : Now
if it be fo,and Man isfo frank to him 3 you know
the Devil is no Fool not to take the Advantage
when tis offer d him, and therefore tis no won
der if the Confequences which I have been juft
now naming follow.

But let no Man be difcourag d by this, from

reafluming his natural and religious Powers, and

venturing to fruit the Devil out 5 for the Cafe is

plain he may be fhut out 5 the Soul is a ftrong Caf-

tle, and has a good Garrifon plac d within to

defend it 5 if the Garrifon behave well, and do
their Duty, it is impregnable, and the cowardly
Devil muft raife his Siege and be gone ; nay, he

rnufl fly, or, as we call it, make his Efcape, left

he be laid by the Heels, that is, left his Weak-
nefs be expofed, and all his Lurking, lying in

Wait, ambufcade-Tricks j this Part would bear a

great Enlargement, but I have not room to be

witty upon him, fo you muft take it in the

Grofsj the DEVIL lies at Blye Bujhy asourCoun-
C c 4 try
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try People call it, to watch .your coming out of

your Hold j and if you happen to go abroad un-

arm d he feizes upon and mafters you with eafe.

Unarm d, you ll fay, what Arms fhoulcl I take?

what Fence again ft a Flail ? What Weapons
can a Man take to fight the Devil ? I could tell

you what to&quot; fight him with,
/xand what you might ,

fright him with, for the Devil is to be frighted
with feveral Things befides Holy Water , but tis

too ferious for you, and you ll tell me I am a

preaching and a canting, and the like ; fo I muft

let the Devil manage you rather than difpleafe

you with talking Scripture and Religion.

Well, but may not the Devil be fought with*

fome of his own Weapons ? Is there no dealing
&amp;lt;

with him in a Way of human Nature ? This?
would require a long anfwer, and fome Philofo-;

phy might be aclcd
?
or at leaft imitated, and fome

Magic, perhaps 5 for they tells us there are Spells
to draw away even the Devil himfelfj as in fome
Places they nail Horfe-Shoes upon the Threfhold
of the Door, to keep him out 5 in other Places

old pieces of Flint, with fo many Holes and fo

many Corners, and the like : But I mull anfwer
in the Negative, I don t know what Satan might
be fcar d at in thofe Days, but he is either grown
cunninger iince or bolder, for he values none of
thofe Things now j I queftion much whether he
would value St. Dunflan and his red hot Tongs,
if he was to meet him now, or St. Francis or any
of the Saints, no not the Hoft itfelf in full Pro-
ceffion j and therefore, tho you don t care I

ihould preach, yet in fhort, if you are afraid he
fhould charge upon you and attack you, if you
won t make Ufe of thofe Scripture Weapons I

fhould have mention d, and which you may hear

of, if you enquire at Efb. vi. i&amp;lt;5. you muft looJk

for better where you think you can find them,
i But
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But to go on with my Work, the Devil, I fay,
is not to be fcar d with Maukins, nor docs he

employ his old Inflruments, but does much of his

Work himfelf without Internments.

And yet I muft enter a Caveat here too, againft

being mifunderftood in my faying the Devil itands
in no need of Agents ; for when I fpeak fo, I
am to be taken in a limited Senfe -

y I don t fay
he needs them no where, but only that he does
not need them in thofe polite Parts of the World
which I have been fpeaking of, and perhaps not
much here 5 but in many remote Countries tis

otherwife ftillj the Indians of America are par

ticularly (aid to have Witches among them, as

well in thofe Countries where the Spaniards and
the Engtiflj) and other Nations have planted them-

felves, as am ong-fl thofe where the European Nati
ons feldom come : for Example^ the People of Ca

nada, that is, of the Countries under the French

Government of Qjiebeck, the Equimeaux, and
other Northern Climates, have Magicians, Wizards
and Witches, who they call Pilioatas or Pillo-

toasy thefe pretend they fpeak intimately and fa

miliarly with the Devil, and receive from him
the Knowledge of Things to comej all which,

by the Way, I take to be little more than this
&amp;gt;

that thefe Fellows being a little more cunning
than the reft, think, that by pretending to fome-

thing more than human, they fhall make the

ilronger Impreffions on the ignorant People ; as

Mahomet amus d the World with his Pigeon, uf-

ing it to pick Peas out of his Ear, and perfuaded
the People it brought him fuperior Revelations

and Infpirations from Paradife.

Thus thefe Pillotoas gaining an Opinion among
the People, behave like fo many Mountebanks

of Hell, pretending to underftand dark Things,
cure Difeafes, praclife Surgery, Phyfick and

Nccro.
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Necromancy altogether; I will not fay, but Sa
tan may pick out fuch Tools to work with, and

I believe does in thole Parts, but I think he has

found a nearer Way to the Wood with us, and

that is fufficient to my prefent Purpofe.
Some would perfuadc me the Devil had a great

Hand in the late religious Breaches in France,

among the Clergy, (viz.) about the Pope s Confli-

tution UnigenituS) and that he made a fair Attempt
to fet the Pope and the Galilean Church together

by the Ears, for they were all
juffc upon the Point

ofbreaking out into a Church War, that for ought
we knew might have gone farther than the Devil

himfelf car d it fhould ; now I am of the quite

contrary Opinion, I believe the Devil really did not

make the Breach, but rather heal d ir, for fear it

fhould have gone fo far among them as to have

fet them all in a Flame, and have open d the Door
to the Return of the Hugonots again, which it was

in a fair Way to have done.

But be it one Way or t other, the hiftorical

Part feems to be a little again!! me; for tis cer

tain, the Devil both wanted and made Ufe ofLe-

fions

of Agents, as well human as infernal, vifi-

le and inviiible in that great and important Af
fair, and we cannot doubt but he has innumera

ble Inftrurnents ftill at work about it.

Like as in Poland^ J make no Queflion but the

Devil has thouiands of his Banditti at work at

this Time, and in another Country not far from

ir, perhaps, preparing Matters for the next Gene
ral Diet, taking care to prevent giving any Re
laxation to the Proreftants, and to juflity the mo
derate Executions at ^born, to excite a Nation

to quarrel with every Body who are able to fight
with no body ; to erect the Apoftate Race of

S- y upon a Throne which they have no Title

to, and turn an eleftivc Throne into an heredita

ry, in favour of Popery. I might
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I might anticipate all your Obje&amp;lt;5Hons, by
granting the bufy Devil at this Time employing
all his Agents and Inftruments (for I never told

you they were idle and ufelefs) in (hiving to en-

flame the Chriftian World, and bring a new War
to cverfpread Europe \ I might, perhaps, point
out to you fome of the Meafures he takes, the

Provocatives which his State Phyficians admini-

fter to the Courts and Counfellors of Princes, to

foment and ferment the Spirits, and Members of

Nations, Kingdoms, Empires and States in the

World, in order to bring thefe glorious Ends of

Blood and War to pafs j for you cannot think

but he that knows fo much of the Devil s Af

fairs, as to write his Hiilory, muft know fome-

thing of all thefe Matters more than thofe that

do not know fo much as he.

But all this is remote to the prefent Cafe, for

this is no Impeachment of Satan s new Methods

with Mankind, in this Part of the World, and

in his private and feparate Capacity j all this only

fignifies that in his more general and national Af

fairs, the Devil acts ftill by his old Methods 3 and

when he is to feduce or embroil Nations, he, like

other Conquerors, fubdues them by Armies, em

ploys mighty Squadrons of Devils, and fends out

flrong Detachments, with Generals and Genera-

liflimos to lead them, fome to one Part of the

World, fome to another 3 fome to influence one

Nation, fome to manage and direft another, ac

cording as Bufinefs prefents,
and his Occaflons

require, that his Affairs may be carried on cur

rently, and to his Satisfaction.

If it were not thus, but that the Devil by his

new and exquifite Management, of which I have

faid fo much, had brought Mankind in general

to be the Agents of their own Mifchiefs, and

that the World were fo at his Beck, that he
need
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need but command them to go and fight, declare

War, raiie Armies, deftroy Cities, Kingdoms,
Countries and People 5 the World would be a

Field or&quot; Blood indeed, and all Things would run

into Confufion prefcntly.
But this is not the Cafe at all. Heaven has not

let go the Government of the Creation to his

fubdu d Enemy, the Devil
&amp;gt;

that would overturn

the whole Syitem of God, and give Satan more

Power, than ever he was or will be vefted with
&amp;gt;

when, therefore, I fpeak of a few forward Wretches
in our Day, who are fo warm in their Wicked-

nefs, that they anticipate the Devil, lave him the

Trouble to tempt, turn Devils to themfelves, and

gallop Hellward fafter than he drives 3 I fpeak of
them as iingle Perfons, and a&ing in their own

perfonal and private Capacity, but when I fpeak
of Nations and Kingdoms, there the Devil is

oblig d to go on in the old Road, and ac~b by Stra

tagem, by his proper Machinery, and to make
tile of all his Arts, and all his Agents, juft as he

has done in all Ages, from the beginning of his

politic Government to this Day.
And if it was not thus too, what would become

of all his nurabcrlefs Legions, of which all Ages
have heard fo much, and all Parts of the World
have had fo much fatal Experience? They would
feem to be quite out of Employment, and be

rendered ufelefs in the World of Spirits, where
it is to be fuppofed they refide; not the Devil him-

felfcould find any Bufinefs for them, which by the

Way, to bufy and mifchievous Spirits, as they

are, would be a Hell to them, even before their

Timej they would be, as it were, doom d to a

State of Inactivity, which we may fuppofe was
one Part of their Expullion from Bleflednefs and

the Creation of Man j or as they were for the

iurprifing Interval between the Deftruction of

Mankind
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Mankind by the Deluge and Noah s coming out

of the Ark, when indeed they might be laid to

have nothing at all to do.

But this is not Satan s Cafe, and therefore let

me tell you too, that you may not think I treat

the Cafe with more Levity than I really do, and

than I am fure I intend to do -

y tho it is too true

that our modern and modiih Sinners have arriv

ed to more exquifite Ways of being wicked,

than their Fathers, and really feem, as I have

laid, to need no Devil to tempt them
&amp;gt; nay, that

they do Satan s Work for him as to others alfo,

and make themfelves Devils to their Neighbours,

tempting others to crime even falter than the

Devil defires them, running before they are fenr,

and going of the Devil s Emndsgratis 5 by which

Means Satan s Work is, as to them, done to his

Hand, and they may be faid to fave him a great

deal of Trouble , yet after all, the Devil has

{till a great deal of Bufinefs upon his Hands,

and as well himfelf as all his Legions, find them

felves a full Employment in dilturbing the World,

and oppofmg the Glory and Kingdom of their

great Superior, whofe Kingdom it is their whole

Bufinefs, however vain in its End, to overthrow

and deftroy, if they were able, or at leaft to en

deavour it.

This being the Cafe, it follows of courfe that

the general Mifchiefs of Mankind, as well national

and public, as family Mifchiefs, and even perfonal,

(except as before excepted) lie all (till at the Dmfs
Door, as much as ever, let his Advocates bring him

off of it if they can ,
and this brings us back again

to the manner of the Devil s Management, and

the Way of his working by human Agents, or

if you will, the Way of human Devils, working

in Affairs of low Life, fuch as we call Vi~
tion, Sorcery, Black-Art, Necromancy, and th

luce
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like&amp;gt;

all which I take to confifl of two material

Parts, and both very neceflary for us to be right*

ly inform d of.

I . The Part which Satan by himfelf or his infe

rior Devils empowers fuch People to do, as

he is in Confederacy with here on Earth $ to

whom he may be laid, like the Mailer of an

Opera or Comedy, to give their Parts to

act, and to qualify them, to ac~b it
&amp;gt;

whether
he obliges them toaRehearfal in his Prefence,
to try their Talents, and fee that they are ca

pable of performing, that indeed I have not

enquired into.

i. That Part which thefe empowered People do
voluntier or beyond their Commiffion,to ihew
their Diligence in the Service of their new
Mailer, and either (i.) to bring Grifl to their

own Mill, and make their Market of their

Employment in the beil manner they can $ or

(z.) to gain Applaufe, be admir d, wonder d

at, and applauded, as if they were ten Times
more Devils than really they are.

In a Word, the Matter confifts of what the

Devil does by the Help of thefe People, and what

they do in his Name without him j the Devil is

fometimes cheated in his own Bufinefs j there are

Pretenders to Witchcraft and Black-Art, who
Satan never made any Bargain with, but who he

connives at, becaule at leall they do his Caufe no

harm, tho their Bufinefs is rather to get Money,
than to render him any Service, of which I gave

you a remarkable Inftance before.

But to go back to his real Agents, of which
I reckon two.

i.Thofe
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I . Thofe who aft by Dire&ion and Confede

racy, as I have faid already many do.

z. Thofe whom he acts in and by, and they (per

haps) know it not, of which Sort Hiftory

gives us plenty of Examples, from Machia-
vers firft Difciplc to the famous Car
dinal Alberoni, and even to fome more mo
dern than his Eminence, of whom I can

fay no more till farther Occafion offers.

I. Thofe who a&amp;lt;5t by immediate Direction of

the Devil, and in Confederacy with him) thefeare

fuch as I mention d in the beginning of this Chap
ter, whole Arts are truly black, becaufe really

infernal ) it will be very hard to decide the Dii-

pute between thofe who really a6b thus in Con

federacy with the Devi^ and thofe who only

pretend to it) fo I fhall leave that Difpute where

I find
it&amp;gt;

but that there are, or at leaft have been,
a Set of People in the World, who really are of

his Acquaintance, and very intimate with him
&amp;gt;

and

tho , as I have faid, he has much alter d his

Schemes and chang d Hands of late ) yet that

there are fuch People, perhaps of all Sorts ) and

that the Devil keeps up his Correfpondence with

them&amp;gt; I mutt not venture to deny that Part,

left I bring upon me the whole PofTe of the con

juring and bewitching Crew, Male and Female,

and they fhould mob me for pretending to deny
them the Honour of dealing with the Devil^

which they are fo exceeding willing to have the

Fame of.

Not that I am hereby oblig d to believe all the

ftrange Things the Witches and Wizards, who
have been allow d to be fuch, nay, who have been

hang d for it, have faid of themfelves) nay, that

they have confefs d of themfelves, even at the

Gallows; and if I come to have an Occafion to

{peak
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fpeak freely of the Matter, I may perhaps con*

vince you that the Devil s pofleffing Power is

much leflen d of late, and that he either is limit

ed, and his Fetter fliorten d more than it has

been, or that he does not find the old Way (as I

faid before) fo fit for his Purpofe as he did for

merly, and therefore takes other Meafures, but I

mult adjourn that to a Time and Place by itfelf :

But we are told that there are another Sort ofPeo

ple^ and, perhaps, a great many of them too, in

whom and by whom the Devil really acts, and

they know it not.

It would take up a great deal of Time and

Room, too much for this Place, fo near the Clofe

of this Work, to defcribe and mark out the in-

Voluntary Devils which there are in the World ;

of whom it may be truly faid, that really the

Devil is in them, and they know it not : Now,
tho the Devil is cunning and managing, and

can be very filent where he finds it for his In-

tereit not to be known j yet it is very hard for

him to conceal himfelf, and to give fo little Di-

itiirbance in the Houfe, as that the Family fhould

not know who lodg d in it 5 yet, I fay, the De
vil is fo fubtle and fo mifchicvous an Agent, that

he ufes all manner of Methods and Craft to refide

in fuch People as he finds for his Purpofe, whe
ther they will or no, and which is more, whether

they know it or no.

And let none of my Readers be angry or think

themfelves ill tifed, wlien I tell them the Devil

may be in them, and may act them, and by them,
and they not know it , for I muft add, it may,

perhaps, be one of the greater!:
Pieces of human

Wifdom in the World, for a Man to know when
the Devil is in him, and when not j when he is a

Tool and Agent of Hell, and when he is not 5 in

a Word, when he is doing the Devil s Work, and

under his Direction, and when not. It
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It is true, this is a very weighty Point, and

might deferve to be handled in a more ferious

Way than I feem to be talking in all this Book*
but give me leave to talk of Things my own
way, and withall, to tell you, that there is no
Part of this Work fo fcemingly ludicrous, but
a grave and well weigh d Mind may make a fe

rious and folid Application of it, if they pleafe*
nor is there any Part of this Work, in which a
clear Sight and a good Senfe may not fee that the
Author s Defign is, that they fhould do fo \ and
as I am now fo near the End of my Book, I

thought it was meet to tell you fo, and lead you
to it as far as I can.

I fay, tis a great Part of human Wifdom to

know when the Devil is
afting

in us and by us, and
when not 5 the next and ftillgreateft Part would
be to prevent him, put a Stop to hisProgrefs, bid
him go about his Bufinefs, and let him know he
fhould carry on his Defigns no farther in that

manner 5 that we will be his Tools no longer;
in fhort, to turn him out of Doors, and bring a

ftronger Power to take PofTeffion j but this, in

deed, is too folid a Subject, and too great to be

gin with here.

But now, as to the bare knowing when he is at

work with us, I fay this, tho it is confiderable,

may be done, nor is itfo very difficult
&amp;gt; for Example,

you have no more to do but look a little into the

Microcofm of the Soul, and fee there how the

Paflions which are the Blood, and the Affections

which are the Spirit, move in their particular Vef-

fcls; how they circulate, and in what Temper the

Pulfe beats there, and you may eafily fee who
turns the Wheel

&amp;gt;

if a perfect Calm pofTeflcs the

Soul} if Peace and Temper prevail, and the Mind
feels no Tcmpefts rifing j if the Affections are

regular and exalted to vertuous and fublimc Ob-
D d
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^e6ts,
the Spirits cool, and the Mind fedate, the

Man is in a general Re6Htude of Mind , he

may be truly faid to be his own Man-, Heaven
{bines upon his Soul with its benign Influences,

and he is out of the Reach of the evil Spirit j for

the divine Spirit is an Influence of Peace, all

calm and bright, happy and fweet like it felf, and

tending to every Thing that is good both pre-
fent and future.

But on the other Hand, if at any Time the

Mind is ruffled, if Vapours rife, Clouds gather, if

Paffions fwell the Breaft, if Anger, Envy, Re

venge, Hatred, Wrath, Strife j if thefe, or any
of thefe hover over you, much more if you feel

them within you $ if the Affections are poflefs d,

and the Soul hurried down the Stream to em
brace low and bafe Objects j if thofe Spirits, which
are the Life and enlivening Powers of the Soul,
are drawn off to Parties, and to be engag d in a

vicious and corrupt manner, fhooting out wild

and wicked Defires, and running the Man head

long into Crime, the Cafe is eauly refolv d, the

Man is poffefs d, the Devil is in him j and having
taken the Fort, or at lead the Counterfcarp and

Out-Works, is making his Lodgment to cover

and fecure himfelf in his Hold, that he may not

be difpoflefs d.

Nor can he be eafily difpofiefs d when he has

got fuch hold as this j and tis no wonder, that

being lodg d thus upon the Out-Works of the

Soul he continues to fap the Foundation of the

reft, and by his inceflant and furious AiTaults, re

duces the Man at laft to a Surrender.

If the Allegory be not as juft and appofite as

you would have it be, you may, however, fee by
it in a full View, the State of the Man, and

how the Devil carries on his Defigns
-

y nothing
is more common, and I believe there are few

thh&ing
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thinking Minds but may reflecT: upon it in their

own Compafs, than for our Paffions and Affefti-

ons to flow out of the ordinary Channel 5 the

Spirits and Blood of the Soul to be extrayafated,
the Paffions grow violent and outragious, the
Affections impetuous, corrupt and violently vi&quot;

cious: Whence does all this proceed ? from &quot;Hea

ven we can t pretend it comes j if we muft not

fay tis the Devil, whofe Door muft it lie at?

Pride fwells the Paffions j Avarice moves the

Affedions} and what is Pride, and what is Ava
rice, but the Devil m the Infidc of the Man Pay,
as perfbnally and really as ever he was in the Herd
of Swine.

Let not any Man then, who is a Slave to his

Paffions, or who is chain d down to his Covet-

oufnefs, pretend to take it illj when I fay he
has the Devil in him, or that he is a Devil :

What elfe can it be, and how comes it to pals
that Paffion and Revenge fo often difpoflels the

Man of himfelf, as to lead him to commit Mur-

ther, to lay Plots and Snares for the Life of his

Enemies, and fo to third for Blood ? How comes

this but by the Devil s putting thofe Spirits of

the Soul into fo violent a Ferment, into a Fever? *

that the Circulation is precipitated to that Degree,
and that the Man too is precipitated into Mifcnief,
and at laft into Ruin

&amp;gt;

tis all the Devily tho the

Man does not know it.

In like manner Avarice leads him to rob, plun*
der and deftroy for Money, and to commit fome-

times the word of Violences to obtain the wick

ed Reward. How many have had their Throats

cut for their Money, have been murther d on the

Highway, or in their Beds, for the Defire of

what they had ? It is the fame Thing in other

Articles, every Vice is the Devil in a Man j Luft

of Rule is the Devil of great Men, and that Am-
D d 2 bidon
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bition is their Devil as much as whoring is Fa-

thcr *s Devil; one has a Devil of one

Clafs acting him, one another, and every Man s

reigning Vice is a Devil to him.

Thus the Devil has his involuntary Inftruments,
as well as thofe who act in Confederacy with him &amp;gt;

he has a very great Share in many of us, and acts

us, and in us, unknown to our felves tho* we
know nothing of it, and indeed tho we may not

fufpeft it of our felves j like Hazael the jiffyrian^

who when the Prophet told him how he would
act the Devil upon the poor Ifraelites^ anfwer d

with Deteftation, is thy Servant a Dog that he

fhould do this Thing^ and yet he was that Dog,
and did all thofe cruel Things for all that ; the

Devil afting him, or a&ing. in him, to make him
wickeder than ever he thought it was poffible for

him to be.

The CONCLUSION.

Of the Dcvil j laft Scene of Liberty, and
what may befnppofed to be his End, with

what we are to underfland of his being
tormentedfor ever and ever.

AS
the Devil is a Prince of the Power of the

Air, his Kingdom is mortal, and muffc

have an End 5 and as he is call d the God of this

World, that is, the great Ufurper of the Homage
and Reverence which Mankind ought of right
to pay to their Maker, fo his Umrpation alfo,

like the World it felf, mud have an End :

Satan is call d the God of the World, as Men
too
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too much proftrate and proftitute themfelves to
him, yet he is not the Governor of this World
and

^
therefore the Homage and Worfhip he has

from the World is an Ufurpation j and this will
have an End, becaufe the World it felf will have
an Endj and all Mankind, as they had a begin
ning in Time, fo muft expire and be remov d be
fore the End of Time.

Since then the Devil s Empire is to expire and
come to an End, and that the Devil himfelf and
all his Hoft of Devils are immortal Seraphs, Spi
rits that are not embodied and cannot die, but
are to remain in being j the Queftion before us
next will be, what is to become of him ? what is

his State to be? whether is he to wander, and in
what Condition is he to remain to that Eternity
to which he is ftillto exift ?

I hope no Man will miftake me fo much in
what I havefaid as to Spirits, which are all Flame,
not being affe&ed with Fire, as if I fuppofed there
was no Place of Punifhment for the Devil^ nor

any Kind of Punifhment that could affecl: them $
and fo of our Spirits alfo when transformed into
Flame.

I muft be allow d to fpeak there of that mate
rial Fire, by which, as by an Allegory, all the Ter
rors of an eternal State are reprefented to us in

Scripture, and in the Writings of the learned

Commentators, and by which\he Pain of Senfe
is defcrib d

&amp;gt; this, perhaps, I do not underftand

as they feem to do, and therefore have faid,

When we re all Flame (that is all Spirit) we
lhall all Fire (that is, all fuch Fire as this) defpife.
And thus I claim to be underftood.

It does not follow from hence, neither do
I fugged, or fo much as think that infinite Power
cannot form a fomething (tho* inconceivable to

us here) which ih.aU be as tormenting, and as in-

fupportablc
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fupportable to a Devil, an apoftate Seraph, and
to a Spirit, tho exalted, unembodied and ra-

rified into Flame , as Fire would be to other Bo
dies

&amp;gt;

in which I think I am orthodox, and do
not give the leaft Occafion to an Enemy to

charge me with profane Speaking, in thofe

Words, or to plead for thinking prophanely him-
felf.

It muft be Atheiftical to the laft Degree to fug-

geft, that whereas the Devil has been heaping
up and amaffing Guilt ever fince the Creation of

Man, cncreafing in hatred of God and Rebellion

againfl him, and in all poffible endeavour to de
throne and depofe the Majefly of Heaven j that

yet Heaven had not prepared, or could not pre
pare a juft Penalty for him 3 and that it fhould
not all end in God s entire Victory over Hell,
and in Satan s open Condemnation: Heaven could
not be juft to its own Glory, if he fhould not

avenge himfelf upon this Rebel, for all his fuper-
lative Wickednefs in his modern as well as an-

tient Station 5 for the Blood of fo many millions

of his faithful Subjects and Saints whom he has

deftroy dj and if nothing elfe ofFer d it felf to

prove this Part, it would appear undoubted to

me 5 but this, I confefs, does not belong to Satan s

Hiflory, and therefore I have referv d it to this

Place, and fhall alfo be the {hotter in it.

That his Condition is to be a State of Punifh-

jnent, and that by Torment, the Devil himfelf

has own d, and his calling out to our blefled Lord
when he caft him out of the furious Man among
the Tombs, is a Proof of it, What have we to do

with tbee, and art thou come to torment us before the

3*ime? Luke viii. 28. where the Devil acknow-.

ledges four Things, and three of them are dire&amp;lt;3&amp;gt;

ly to my prefent Purpofe, and ifyou won t believe

the Word of God, I hope you will believe the
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Devil i efpccialiy when tis an open Confeffion
againft himfelf.

1 . He confer* Chrift to be trie Son of God (that
by the Way) and no Wanks to him

y for that does
not want the Devil s Evidence.

2. He acknowledges he may be tormented.

3. He acknowledges Chrift was able to tor-
nient him.

4. He acknowledges that there is a Time ap
pointed when he fhall be tormented.
As to bow, in what Manner , and by what

Means^ this tormenting the Deviiis to be perform
ed or executed, that 1 take to be as ncedlefs to us
as tis impoffible to know, and being not at prefent
inclined to fill your Heads and Thoughts with
weak and imperfect Guefles, I leave it where I

find it.

It is enough to us that this Torment of the De
vil is reprefented to us by Fire, it being impoffible
for our confin d Thoughts to conceive of Tor
ment by any Thing in the World more cxquifite $

whence I conclude, that Devils fhall at lad receive
a Punifhmcnt fuitable to their fpirituous Nature,
and as

exquifitely Tormenting as a burning Fire

would be to our Bodies.

Having thus fettFd my own Beliefof this Matter,
and flated it fo, as I think will let you fee tis rightly
founded, the Matter ftands thus,

Satan having been let loofe to play his Game
in this World, has improv d his Time to the ut-

mofl
-y
he has not fail d on all Occasions to exert

his Hatred, Rage, and Malice at his Conqueror
and Enemy, namely , his Maker $ he has nor fail d,
from Principles of meer Envy and Pride, to purfue
Mankind with all poffible Rancour, in order to de

prive him of the Honour and Felicity which he

was created for, namely, to fucceed the Devil

and his Angels in the State of Glory from which

they fell. This



4os The Modern HIS TORY
This Hatred of God and Envy at Man, having

broken out in fo many feveral Ways in the whole
Series of Time from the Creation, muft necefTari-

ly have greatly encreafed his Guilt 5 and as Hea
ven is righteous to judge him, muft terminate in
an encreafe of Piiniihment, adequate to his Crime,
and fufficient to his Nature.

Some have fuggefted, that there is yet a Time
to come, when the Devil {hall exert more Rage,
and do more Mifchief than ever yet he has been

permitted to do $ whether he {hall break his

Chain, or be unchain d for a Time, they cannot

tell, nor I neither ; and tis happy for .my Work,
that even this Part too does not belong to his Hi
ftory ; if ever it (hall be given an Account of by
Mankind, it muft be after it is come to pafs, for

my Part is not Prophefy of foretelling what the
Devil {hall do, but Hiftory of what he has done.

Thus, good People, I have brought the Hiftory
of the Devil down to your own Times \ I have, a$

it&quot; were, rats d him for you, and fet him in your
View, that you may know him and have a Care
of him. O r -.*&amp;gt;:

If any cunninger Men among you think they
are able now to lay him again, and fo difpofe of
him out of your Sight, thai you fhall be troubled
no more with him, either here or hereafter, let

them go to work with him their own Wayj you
know Things future do not belong to an Hifto-

rian, fo I leave him among you, wifhing you may
be able to give no worfe an Account of him for

the Time to come, than I have done for the
Time pa ft.

FINIS.














